THE HISTORY OF PRESQUE ISLE, MAIVE
Introduction

In attempting to write end complle a fregmentary

HAlstory of Presque Iasle, 1 have hesitated, as did Wiilliem,
Ithe son of Dwight L. licody, When r friend of hig father
asked the privilege of writing the hiography, Mr, Moody
eald, "When riy blograply 1is vritten, I went you, my son,

to write 1t." When his son remonstrated and saeid, "Father,
I fear my literary ability is not equal to the work," his
fother replied, "It is not Ebat I fear so much gs I do in-
accurecies and misstatements,

So in the attempt to write and complle a history of the
early settlers of Presque isle, its growth and Progregss, 1its
institutions, its men and women who have been so closely
identified with all that has produced and insuted so much of
what it 1s today, I have not only thought of my inebility for
the work, but hsve also thought tkat by erreful study snd re-
séarch, I might ndd something to some of the brief but very able
end veluable srticles thet heve bheen written, 1 have alao
thought I might correct s few of the mistikes ¢nd ineccurscies
thet heve occurred from memories dimmed, end from leck of full
Anformation, ‘Then I heve thought I might take up the work
where others heve left it snd carry it forward, taking up the
developments of the more recent Years, whichk have nroved the
grestest growth and ﬁeﬁalopment of Presque Isle gpnd Aroostook,

along mrny lines,

It will be our enrnest endesvor to derl feirly with 11
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periods of the rast decndes, taling them up decsde by decrde,
from the rsettlement to ihe rresent tiwe, or vTear, In so doing,
I provose to give *o esach as full a recognition as possible,
depending as I must upon treditlonnry information. Therefore,
I undertalte this history, realizing as I do, my libility to
errors which may occur, snd which must be expected in compiling
and writing a history of o time when no accurate record was
kent, Indeed, for meny vesrs no record nt all wee kept, This
foreec investigution from so mhiny sonreces both persomel and
treditional which tekes wmuch Hime and travel, elso much read-
ing of every sketch nnd serap of history written of the eerly
f:milies who were the first settlers rnd nioneers, Yeny of
these, 1t is srid, had limited opnortunities for even a eommon
school education, =nd sore con:ld neither re=d nor vrite, hence
kept no record of pessing events snd drntes,

I hove souzbt information from every source from which
relinble frete and dates could be nbtnined; from those whro
livéd brsek in the years previous to the settlement of thqﬁounﬂ—
«ry line guestion, or before the unfougzht battlees nf the Aroos-
took “ar of 1239-40: from thnse who were boys and giris, the
children of the enrly settlers, who had heard their fatherg eond
mothers repent over rnd aver agnln the stories of thelr first
rude log houses sni hovels, of the first clearinge, first erons
of food an- grein ralsed, »f their hﬁ“ﬂshfpa wnd sufferines en-
énred, their sennty supplies, thelr fears and snxieties about
“he deye fnd -igkte befors them, of the conditions of their
nelg:bors in the wilderness ang “lang "he shores of the Arscg-
took, un%til these detes were as famlller as household words,

But 1t mugt be remembered thet trese persons who were then
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children are now sixty, seventy, and in = few cases, elghty
yenrs of «ge. Consequently so much +ime has intervened between
their childhood and tke present time, with few records or writ-
ings to refresh their memories, 1t will be wonderful if some
incidents sn< frcts are not omitted thst should be relnted and
huve = place in this book,

lience, many things, becuuse unknown ho the writer, rmst
and wlll be omniktted whieh would mnke. a more readable, enjoy: ble,
instructive and complete book, had thcre been = record kent or
publlshed s8 we hrve facts-recarded a1t the vresent time in oup
locsl pepers, ‘therefore, it is easy to see nnd understrnd the
‘8ifficulties one hns in cequiring freta whieh sre reliasble,
accurate cnd unyguestioned,

In the few c=see where I have an opportunity of obtsining
inforaotian of the oast, ond trecing out events and the time of
thelr oceursnce, 1t 1s s rerl nleacure to search them out ane by
comdsrison, get nesr tre truth, an’ so write the story of the
early scttlers end their families and what they dié end recomplish-
ed. It 1s a source of speeisl satisfactlon to acknowledge with
deen gratitude.those suthors whose writings have been publisheq,
ané who thus heve preserved faects from which I een draw, forming
many connecting links between 1920 ana 1870,

It may not bhe out ofplrce for me, here in the orefrce, to
atot: thet ns & eltizen of Presque Isle I have an acquaintance
vho hrs urged me several times +o undertelre thie work, He 1s
one whon we mny regerd as = iriend, for such he has nroved him=-
self to be, in the accomnlishment of some othep grest and valu-
able acquisitlons rhich have come Lo our town whieh he visits

annually, snd hes for elmoat hslf e centur: s a man who hae
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apent most of his life in literary work, as an editor and writer
for one of the State papers, snd wvho 1s now soon to publish »
book of his travels in foreign lands, a men who 1s femilier with
our tovn, and deeply interested in 1ta asst anAd nresent, in 1ts
frowth nnd progress, institutisns end neéople,, on had rejolced
in its uplift in eVETry way.

As I hsv: never rushed haa<lly inte a anecisl work of
apeciel Imnortrnece =ond responsibiliby, vhich is to affect others,
withont careful thought end coslderestion ond » strong convietion
of duty which one esnnot feel frees to shrin¥, as I have hesitatead
in this metter. But when I have felt end seen the necessity of
a movenent, as we did the esteblishment in our villuge of the
Aroostook State lormal Schoel, end in the building of our first
Figh eehool bullding =nd founding the Arcostook Central Institute
at ﬂgfs 4111 end Blaine, with such considers~ion coming an clearly
snd olainly a: an insoniretion, I have engtered uvpon tke vork of
this book,. .

S50 fer everything heas worked out favorably, and everyomne
without s =irngle excention 8878 the meke-un snd outlines pre
splendid, s =@ the work will be one of grest interest 2nd vealne,

I have ventured uson the tee: vhiech L assure you 1s rnot an essy
one,

As tiils friend has said t» e, 1 have, I scknowledge, had
some trhings helpful ko the underteking thet nat everyone hes,
such as 8 large snd 1ntimnﬁe acquelintance, professionslly, with
Moy of the old families, and I have attended the funerals of
many of the oldest residents who lived back in the trirties nnd

forties, snd of some who came into the country as esrly as 1820,



introduction (5)

or nesr that time., I have =lso married meny of their sons and

to draw,

Then my early connection with the schools as en nfficigl,
is, T find, of much use in the writing up of that depertment of
Presgue Isle snd its wonderful achlevements,

My connretlon witl the GTmngE,.thich kes heen active in ao
meny of the progressive acryulaitions of the newer and grester
A ronstook, snd with other fraternal socleties of rhore origin,
growth and influence I have intimste knowledge, connot feil to
be nf help, .

Eaving been with these favliies In prosperity ans adversity,
in health and slckness, in-sorrow nnd death, this has given me
en opportunity to gein asme inowledge vhilech may be utilized to
edvVentipe, snd help to s more reliable write-up of meny events
of the past,

Irer, 1 have seen the town ond county grow from its period
of small end limited conditlons to those of grest business ac-
tivities, industries, of which we ng eltizens may be well proud,
I have secn it me%e its rost ropld strides in its scquisltion of
neeced institutions .1lke schoolr ond eturches, bloclks ond benke,
telegraphs ond telepliones, atesm on- flectrie rallroads, electric
ligkte, wzterworks, sewerscge, sidew=lks, publie librery, minfci-
pal building, =nd nur schoeol methods changed to tre best syatem of
Hew bngland's instruction and schools which have mnde the Presque
Isle of today. Of so=e of these, I have heen c¢losely connected
a8 an o7 flelel for 20 successive yesrs, ond ss choirman of our

local committee 1in sécuring the Arosstool State Normal “chool,
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which be,un in the summer of 1883 2nd contimued until 1903,
never in s single year being s deed and unlooked for need, end kcned
for acquisition in our County's future development upon one of
its prevtest rnd most vilushle neceasities of its most helpful
progress and institution. Thie haas been »13 to me in this
branch of our loecel and county erowth,

In this, I only &ig =y duty o= L hope I om doing in the
attempt to write snd complle this book,

G. M, P,
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Chapter 1
PRESGIUR 1ISLE, ITS WAME, WFY 20 CALLED
it 1a no conjecture to astate that until of recent dete

meny neople, snd eome well informed, or considered so, have
thought Prescue lsle wasa sn island, others thet it wes an isle

in tre Atlantle Ocean. It is reported tret s Mossaclusetts
achool fescher thought so. But thls rust heve bheen before the
dnys of the dangor end Aroostook Hallroad or the Grent Potnto
Crops or Industry, or before Payson Smith, superintendent of
Sstete Schools, or the estabhlishment of the Aronstnok State “or-
mal School, or fhe Hoyt snd Y“heeler grest seed poteto ferm, or
the Horthern Nsine Falr, and John R. Breden, Tever again will
thls be true, for Presgre lsle snd Aroostook are on the map to
gtey, if “patrington, L, €, 1ia forpotten sn? »hc wrote the Tecler-
rElon of Independence 1s armltfed from our school bhooks,

fPor 1% 1s = fect that Preajue Izle.one of the largest tovns

In ore of the countlies of thr natiom wea ecnlled an-islend, =
shart ~lswrnee out in the «tlzanilie Uecan, I think aome of =iy New
tp-mahlre frlends “ten L eceme to Proagre Isle asked me how g
the islont was, thie 1s nn lonzer true. Pobatoes have wade it
tnovn,. ebterceh hes mode 1t wnovn, 1ts large fnre-s have =dver-
tised 1t, 1ts weorlth hee =efe 1% Fﬂ?iéd. lta great Teri{ility
g nradichkive snll sre a surnrisé, an” lte ob00 miles sqgunre
hrve m-ce 1t th: Kokth krstern ameriermn Romdsry of the Repub-
lle. rAroostook.. Prescue Isgle 1s ¢ gre«t town if for nn other rea-
gom thrn that 1t 1e the ecenteor of this rreat rrogrrphicsl ex-
tert of 1rr,  An enmndre hy 1teself, and heir: bounded w1y some of

tbe Degt tovme in sll Hew kngland, and +ot surongaed, ss time
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sng develoopment willl tell in the entire country,
fut how Pres:ue Isle ceme by 1ts neme is tracitionery., At

the mouth of the Preasque Isle Streem in the Aronstonk River there
was = gmell 1slend == size shout | sere gt freshet time, but =t
the comuon pltch of weter it wes » peninsuls about three rods vide,
covered with grass snd slders, tle snme s2 on the islend on vhrich
w-8 sormie tzll elm entvired with wild hops. Tris nerrow atrin of
land nircde = dry nassage to the lernd, 5o In the sense of other
l=1londz In Aroostook, 1t weo. slmost =n islen~, <nd the stream
tool its neme. Since eivilizetion came and logs and ice ceme on
the plers of the bridge und 1=lend, the cur-ent of +he river hra
wezhed the laslsnd svray,,..

The neme Presgue Isie consists of twe French wordst "Preaque™,
pronounced "Prest", mer-ing "almost or rearly”, wnd "Isle", pro-

nounced "

eel”, meening "an 1s8lsnd"s henece +he nome, "Preaque Irle",
although custom seems to have insi=ted upon one beoling pronounced
in French and one in English,

i1t 1s, howrver, more Lthen probsble thet +he Fresque Isle Ltream
was =0 called by the Lrench-spesling neople, bsesuse smong our
carly sehtlers r:ny were descendents of the Arcsdisng ond "rench,
It alsn expleinsg the nome - nA merning end eddes a rey of 11ipght,
or helos to remove the mysticism whieh hees long hune seround +he
name ,

The ncople like the neme, rned clways heve, for in 211 my long
years £2 regldent of Presque Isle, =ns in ¥ intimrte neoqueint-
ences In the meny romesg I heve gislted, 1 bheve never ltesrd s wiash
exprersgaed thet the rame of the torn might be chergerd, or snother

Erke 1te nlace,..



