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CHAPTER XVIII
CONGREZATIONAL CFURCH

On July 25, 1865 the Longregationsl CGhurch was founded 'in
Presque Isle, Present for that meeting were Rev, E, 3, Carpenter,
pastor of the church in Houlton and mgent in Arnostook County for
the ¥aine Missionary Soclety snd the Rev., A. C. Adrma, peator of the
Lewiston Falls {Auburn) Church, who acted for the Congregational or-
ganigzation of the State. The only members at that time were theze:
Cs ¥, A. Johm=on, Sarah C, Johnson, Geerge Curtis, Jr., B, ®., Park-
hurat, Elize Curtis; Mr, Curtis was elected clerk and tressurer
vhile the descons were C, ¥, A. Johlnson and Kr, Curtls, :

The foliowing is taken from the Loyal “unrise dated July 26, 1B€5:

The Congregationelist Meeting House recently finished in this

- villapge was dedicated laest Sebbath in the forenoon. A very large
congregation, completely filling the house to its utmost censclty,
including extrs seats In the aisles, was present, ¥#e noticed pera-
sons from Lyndon, Meysvills, Mapleton, Fort Failrfleld, ¥ars Fill,
Houlton end Linneus, “The pletform was occunlied by the Rev, liessrs,
Carnenter of Foulton, Adsms of Auburn, Copelsnd of N¥obleboro, Puring-
ton and Pltcher of jieysville, and Trewin of Fort Freirfield. The
exerclses which were very interesting were gsa follows:

Invocstion by Rev, Xr, Trewin

Anthem by cholr . )
Rezding of the Scriptures by Hev, Mr, Carpenter '
Bymn resd by Rev., Hr, Adaws .

3eérmon by Rev, Mr, Adams B

hAddress to the people by Rev, kr, Carventer
Valuntsry by tke choir '
Benediction by Rev, Br., Copeland

The text of the Sermon was Iss, £:23, "And it shall come to
pags in the last day the mountain of the Lord!s houae shell bhe ea-
tablished in the fHo of the mounfaln, and shall he exslted nhnove the
1ills, and all nations shell flow unto 1t.7

"and meny people sheil Zo snd sey come ve, snd let us go unto
the mountain of the Lord, to the housr of the God of Jacob, snd he
will %teasch us hils wava, snd we will welk in his pstha: for omt of
Zion shall go forth the lew, and the word of the Lord from Jernselem, "

The apesker ss=id this is orophoticsl of the increansze and spread
of true religion. It was sritten more then B600 vesrs ago, at n
time when the true worship of God was confined to s territory scarcely
larger than the Stshte of kpine, ™Mt the nrophet wre the goofd hime
coming, when the wmountaln of the Lord's honse shall be esntablizhed
in top of the mounteina, when the religlor of the Bibhls shepll be
zorend pver £l1l the earth,.. ' '
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¥r. Cnrpenter made sn address tofhe congregation, in which he
allnded ko the difficuliies snd ohsistles which heve been overcome
in building tke house. It was commeneed five yeara ago, hns been very
mich more expensive, has cost more then was at first conbemnlrted,
put by the liberslity of meény =t homs and ahrosd, nsnd the blessing of
find the hovree is completed, ond 21l bills sre settled, ob the mesns
provided for peving them except sbout $236, which on appeal mnde to
the congregation by kir. Carpenter was provided for with the excep-
tion of ahout %45, : ?

Mr. Csvpenter made honoreble mentlon of Hon. Sumner Wrkitney who
geve the slte for the house, snd R, 5. Locke, ¥eg., & former resident
of tris villepe, who gave $500 in lumber snd materials for the bulld-
ing. About 31600 hss been contrilmied by cltizens of this fown, and
+1.2 balsnee from nerzons shroed. Among those who regide elesevhere
and liberally contributed are ¥heelright % Glsrk of Dangor 32503
 Des, J. 5. Johnaon, Bangor, &75. ¥, D, Jewett, St. dohn, %50- Den,
7. Gastburn, Norcester, Mess., %Ena; R. P. Buck Bsq., ¥. Y., 5100;
tion, B, Zoody, N, ¥, (pledged) %1003 Cspt. Geo. ¥. Patten, Brth, é?ﬁ;
¥sjor Harwood, Brth, $50; %m. Chase, Partlend, ©50; Central Congre-
gational Ehur&h, fangor donsted a hendsome Communlon Service by the
hend of Dea. J. S. Wheelrigbt, The houre wes furnished with hymn
books, ear~h pew, the desk and orchestrs belng supnlied by the Central
Congregntions)l Chureh of Leth,

The tuilding is a neat structure, 40 by 60, with a Hesement
under the whele ten feet bigh, and intended a= we suppose for s ves-
trv, 'I'he house has 44 pews, or slips of = size to conveniently sest
- four parsons enCh. ’ .

The pews are to rented annuslly, snd the pew rent to be appro-
pristed to support of the miniatry. HNr. Osrpenter stated tot he
people that it was expected that one bhalf of the Sebhathls the house
would be ocoupled by a Congregatlionslist clergymen, end the other -
Sabheaths it could be occunied by others, We dld not wnderstand whe-
ther the rent of the newe would be appropristed to compensetine all
who should occupy the pulplf or only the Congregrtionalists, r,
Carnenter also stated.thet the orgsnization of a church was combem-

pleted either a Congregetionslist Church or = Tnion-Evengeliicel ,
' Chureh, composed of all those who tove our Lord Jesus Chrlst of every
evangelical denominstion who desire to unite in such a com=union he .
was resdy to sid in elther, juet as the people should deszire, Fe
was resdr to give in and give un kis denominational neme for the sake
of Christ., If otters would step in and teke the fleld, snd supply
the religlous wents of Presque Isle, he wns reesdy to step nside and
leave .the work to others, if so be that it be done.

The flret acpiﬁg pastor was Rev, W, Leavitt., Since thzt time
the following heve served as pastors of this churcht

Rev, #. O, Mistin = = = = = = = = = = = 1866-1870
Rev, D. Werren Lary = = = = = = = = = = 1871-18793
Rev, Spencer Sonnell - - = = = = - = = 1875 (Student)

Rev, Arison Blancherd - - = = - - - = - 1878 (5 montha)



Rev, Chsrles Stowe = = = = = = = = = = 1879 (6 monthse)
Rev, W, S, Kimball = = = =« = = = = = = 1820-1881

Rev, George Christie = = = - = = = = - 1883-1887

Rev. Edgar Wsrren = = = = =~ = - - - 1887-1888

. Rev, John G. Hall = = = = = = = = = = June-Nov, 1889 (student)

Reve C, B. Pardwood = = = = = = = = = Feb, 1890-Dee, 1802
Rev, Cherles Harbutt - - - = = - - - = Sept, 1893-1869
Rev, John A. Spencer = - = = = - - - = 1900-1902

Hev, Dorrsl Lee = = = = = = = = = = = 1¢02-June 1904

Rev. Arthur L, Golden = = = = = == = Dec, 1804-1907

Rev. David Wellace = = = = = = = = = = 1€07-Jrn,-1610

Heve Jdames (regory = = = = = = = = =~ = dan. 1810-1922 :
Rev, Christian Groeginger - = = - = = Feb, 1923-Hov, 1930
Rev, William Doidge = = = = = - = - = 1931-1034

Rev, %, Wilton Grant - = = = = = - = = 1934-1940
Hev, Thomne Cornish = = = « « = = = =
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CHAPTER XIX
CATHOLIC CFURCH

_ The Catholic Church had its begimning when a group of French
people came to settle slong the banks of the Presque Isls Stream
from somewhere along the 5t, Johm Valley and brought with them a
strong faith as well as a strong body. Theae people did not have n
church but attended their services at the home of Thomas Thibodeau
which was located on what 1s now North Main Street, The first prlest
to ssy the Mass for them was Father Siveron of St. Luce, who csme
here once a month, This was sbout 1873 , .

After Fether Siveron cmme Father Hyan of Houlton who seld Hase
twice & month in Academy Hall, After him csme Father Talbot who
msde his home with Dan McHacheron and Solomon Bourgoyne. In 1884
ceme Fether Audet from NHorth Iyndon, He came monthly, due to the
long distence to travel, It was suring his coming here that the
people félt the need of a church. Therefore, they bought a chureh,
loenrted where the Pipes home is todsy on Normal Avenue from the Bap-
tist Soelety, blessed and dedlcated 1t Lo Cztholle use, Not havin
a regular pastor to look sfter the affairs of t he chureh, the people
elected what is Imown in French as "des sendic”, slmiler to the town
assessors, of *odsy. -They collected nnd pounted the money. sand took
cere of the church, Some of these were Thomss Thibodeau, #111iam
Dionne, alex Willette, Fred Willette and Joszeph Eichaud., They usually
served three at a time, - They held this position until the coming of
Pather LaRiviere who chsnged it tot ke present svatem,

In 1885 Father Hemel ceme from Fort Fairfield to sey +he Hass
onee a month in the church given to God by the hard work of these
Fraeneh neople,

The firet resident prieast here was Father Marchand. e made
his home with Solomon Bourgoyne. It wes durlng hls stay here that
the First Catholiec church burnte..but thelr grent failth and snirit
- were mot lost in ihose flames but were msde stronger. Father Mer-
chend purchssed the ground directly opposlte the old church and upen
which stood a livery stable, He renoveted thls steble and made what
1z Ltodey the ractory. However, when the people nskad him to tulild a
ghurch he refused, ssying he wee btoo voung to take the resnonsiblilit.y
whieh would be incurred in the tmilding of n church,

2 After Fsther Marchand came Father LeRiviere whe bullt part of the
ehareh which stends today. It was very simple but besutiful, Ife
heeuty was thet it was neying homsge and tritute to Fim aboVesas
Pother LaRiviere stayed here for approximately some ten or fifteen
years, MNext ceme Fnther DeCesey who only aktaved a short time as dld
Father Chahot snd Father TeGannet who sycceeded him, The next priest
who steyed » greater length of time wes Father Renaud who remagined
here for sbout ten yeerrs, more or less.



=111~
i

Fnther Jemes A, Haves succeeded Father Reneud in 1813, ¥e re-
meined kere the longest of any of the preceeding priests which was
seventeen years, His memory, I am surs, willl be revered by nll those
who remember him regsrdless of creed, He left here, a man broken iIn
heelth, but undying in spirit. ¥e was indeed one of the meat loved
péators of the Church of Nebdivity. ¥Fils perlsh consisted of 1500
members. .

succeeding Fether fsyes came Father Uaniel J. Feeney in the late
part of 1930. In this same year Fsther Feeney mede some improvements
on the church becsuse 1t conld net hold its Ineresaing congregstlon.
The length of the church was ineressed, sllowing the church to In-
erense its seeting capacity from 352 to 480, 4 new [loor was leld.
and new pews were installed throughout, The basement was converted
into s Perish Hell for social potivities, A stesm heating plant was
installed 2nd a riew enlarped porech wes bullt, The rectory was reno-
vated as weéll, It has both = senior snd n junlor choir, The neme
was changed from Church of Nativity te 5t. Mary's Church, which means
the same thing., 'The present Cstholie Cyurch on Kormsl Avenue 1s an
imposing structure, Father Feeney has been here eleven years, coming
here from Portland, a graduste of Portlend lidigh School, cless of 1912,
From 1915-1921 he studied ohllosophy snd theology st Greand Seminary
in Hentreal aftey attending Holy Cross College from 1913-1915, From
July 1921 on he taught et 3t, Mary's High School.dn Orono, subseguent
tg which he went to Karguetie University in Hilwesukee for advance
work in educstion. e served ms superintendsnt of Psrochlel Schools
for thaininaese of Msine, snd 1s pgrestly admired by everyone whos
Imows him, ‘ '

The Cmtholie Clureb has gone & long way from the flrst., Ita
membership hes grovn to asprroximstely 1700 end . it hee a bullding of
vi:igh the neople csn be proud... : :
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CHAPTZR XX
UHITARIAN CEVRCH

The foliowing is teken from the Star ferald City of Fresque
“Iele Fdition dzted ngruary 1940:_ '

fhe ©irst servieces of the Unitsrisn Church were held in Presque
1sle in 1875, HRev, FElishas Gifford was the minister and the services
were held in the Congregatlonsl Church, located where the present
charch now stands. ) -

"Rev, Gifford csme here with hie vwife, four sons, Frank, W¥aldo,
¥ililam =ng Ted, snd a deughter Irls, '

"The Unitarisn and Congregationsl Churches united in the first
year to hold services in Johnson's Bell, locetec on the corner where
the Nathern Wational Benk bBullding stands.

"Rev, Gifford was here for three years., Frenk Giffard, it will
be remembered, wrote the book, !'The Belle Iglers',

“Phe Unitarian Church, the one locsted on State Streey, was
built in 1855. Jobhn Wilson wars the cesrnenter and V., ¥, Fowe did all
the wiring for the church, :

"The firzt minister after the church wee built wes o HRev. ¥, P,

Besn. he wes followed by Rev. Cookson, who came here from Spring-
field, inmae, :

"ihe dedlcation exercises, very impressive, drew people from
within and without the State, one of the visitors being Harmibal
Bgmlin of Bengor, one of the pest vicé-presidents of the United
5tates. The dedicstlon services included a distlnguished speasker
from Boston, Hev, BMinot Savage.

"After Rev. Cookson, Hev., Crrlo 3tevens served the church, Revy
¥iles S. Hemmingway then assumed the duties as minister, The cholr
st that tlme consisted of the following: Ade Delnite, Wra. 0, A,
Parsons, lre, Hemmingwny end Russell Howsrd, Nr., Russell Howsrd 1s
the only one of this quartet that is now llvirg,

_"In 1860, Hev, Ismac F. Woster was minister of the church, and
he was followed shout two years later by Hev, Frank Gilmore who was
‘beloved by 211 who knew him. ©De was qulte a ball player too, Hia
sermons drew a pucked congregstion, After Gilmore esme an &nglish-
men, Rev. B, Rettenburg Fodges. .

"Rev. Wzlter %. Lsne was the next pfstor. Be wea followed by
Rev, Brenan sn® Hev. Thomas ¥, Chappelle, who was here for thres
vesrs., It was this time that the Glidden house wea purchesed as a

parsonege, just north of the chureh, snd whlch is now rented to Dr,
(iriffetha. ' '
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’ Wev, Chappelle was followed by Rev, Rohinson and Hev, Fdwin

" Brenon; Rev. Dwight MHorey served for ftwo or ‘hree yesrs, then Rev,
Arttur Coxon sssumed the pastorate of the church snd he was followed

h? Rav, ﬁul Heasder who s the last re=ident minizter of the chureh

‘Eut, several veers ago, Rev, T, Berton Akeley, son of ¥r, and
_dirs, George iAkeley, preasched several times nt the chvrch when he was
"here visiting hils nerents,. ' -

ﬂbr loeal ckurehk members are smesocisted with tke Arnostook
Apsoeieption of Religloue Libersles, V., E, Howe savving a8 President
of that ﬂrgpnizatian in 1938, - .

"fhus pesses into history probsbly the most picturesgue church
in Presque Isle, - 3

' Dec, .a 1927, the church property was sold to Mies Mery

Osk, A few mnnths agn the loesl H@sqnic Lodge nurchﬂaﬂd the church
property from ¥iss Oak," :
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GHLPTEH_HKI
CTRISTIAN ADVEMT ORURCH

The first prescher of the Adventist falth in Preaque lsle waa
Rev, demes Lenfept who lived in the town for the years previous to
1677, the yesr in which he dled. Rev, John Fuchinson slso held ser-
vices in the bown snd village. In nbout 1893 Jemesy lirscey ceme %o
Presque l=le., *e wss a man af strong convictions snd an adventist in
fsith., deing snxious to heve the partliecular doctrines in which he be-
1¥wed brought before the people snd not being-a preacher himself, he
prevalled upon the ﬁﬂventiqt Misaion Séolety to send a tent ﬂnﬂ wnrker
tn this town,

During the summer of 1901, Rev, John Currier of Weass,, Hev., Wyefk
of ¥Weshhurn snd Rev, Hrewster of Raeklan® held meetinzs in a tent,
As a result of these meetings twenty-seven were baptized and Aug, 13,
1901 a church was organized with forty members, The banguet hall of
the old #asonle bullding on Fort (State) Strest was secured snd ser-
vices held there for a time’ after wnrda in Fones Barquet Hall,

Rev, Wyett was the first oemtor; afterwsrd Kiss Hatha Glover, a
ledy prescher, ministered to the 1ittle flock,

Rev, Williem Churcehill of Crouseville tool the care and roapon-
sibility of building the churech wvhich was erected in 1905 on a ot
on Psrk Averue 1in Gouldville, On Jemuery 14, 1906 the little chapel
was ﬂﬁﬁicﬂtﬂd. ; - -

Prom June 1208 to Feb, 1910 Rev, George ﬂsmﬁn-ﬂf Worcester, Knag
wes prator, followed by Rev, Charles F, ¥ing of Portland, ﬁainf who
occupied the pulpit from June 1510 to Feb, 1613,

. ’

Rev., John Lawrence of Masenchusetts chme to the church in Aug.
1213 and remained a year and o helf, Rev, Cherles Lynn Smith, » young
men from Vermont, came with us in June 1¢15.

It wee throuwgh Rev, G, A, QOsman's falthful efforts that ?he PAY -
sonage was bullt and nartly peid for, but becsnse of adverse circum~
stences 1t was decmed best to diasvose of the psrsonage,

The 1little echurer hgs suffered througk the remavel of zome of its
best workers snd members, and time snt Aeath have done their neusl
vorks. So out of the orizinesl forty members st this date (1917) only .
seven remain, ’
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CHAPTER XXII
EPISCOPAL COVWITNH

: .The Tollowing brief bis*nrﬁ of the Eplscopal Church is copled
from the Ltnr kerald Oity of Prpqun Isle Edition dated Waernrv
158403 ;

"Rev, W. H, Washburn condunted the firat services at first
were held monthly and fthen were chenged to wecekly ones talkting nlace
in the Hasonie Hall., In 2375 the Hlsslan was organlzed, and in the
following. renr the ehmrch bullding was consecreted, Rev, Rodney ¥,
Edward served for ten months .zfter ¥r. Washburn, Hev, Hudson Saw-~
yer who fallowed him did mmeh.in the development of the ehurch, MHr,
Sawyer founded and bullt St, John's Schonl, which attalned a kigh
stander® of efflelency., For asome time after Er, Sarwver left, the
successive Princlprls of the 3t, John School served the rhurnh until
Rev, Willlam . Elmer took charge In 1886. In 1882 MHr. Elmer was-
succeeded by Rev, &rﬁhur K. Turigsn, who was followed by Hev, Charles
7. Sweet in 1894, "It was during Mr, Sweet's prstorate that 3t,
dokn's School was clomed, allowing the clergymert to give full fime
to theilr Parish, -

“From 16868 tn 1901, Rev, . Herry ”ﬂdsmn was minister of the
chureh an® he was fcllawed by Hev, %. A. Sparks in 7ehruarv 1801
who served until December 1804,

"Parker ianger was the next minister serving wntil 1912, From
1612 to 1216 the churel was serveﬂ.hy Hev, James W, Tripo.

"Heve Fe M. Weller of Czaribou athtended the church for s while
iIn 1516, ;

"In 1917 Rev, George A, Bunt served St, John's Church, con-
tiruing in that capeclity untll somefime 1n 1919, It was during kr,
Fmt's peetorate that 5t, John's became a Parish, -

"@rom Merch to December of 1919, the church hsd as ite minis-
ter Hev, J, N, Helfert.. .

"From 1920-22 Rev, L., 0, ¥orrlson was pzsitor of the church
zn from 1922-25 dev. 4, J. Lenglols was minister. From 1025 to
~June 1933 Rev, PFrsncils Bliss waa minizter of the eclmrech, In Feb-
rusry 1934 Rev, H, B. Pulecifer come ss minleter stewing until June
1938, when he wes succesded by Rev, Paul Gordon Favor,"

At the oresent time Rev, John ¥acFarlsne is the pastar,
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CHAPTER XXIII -
METHODIST CHURCH

Phe following article of the history of the Methodist Church
is taken from the .eity edition of the Presque Iale “tar Ferald
dnted February 1940, and 1 guote:

Tne first ministers if Aroostook were Methodist préaahnrs.

"In 18353 Alphonso:Rogers presched in Howlton, from which he
traveled to every point in t he county where he could find a buman
dwelling place. In 1830 Hev, Pingree ceume to further the work he-
gun by Rogers., Cnmn meetinpe were csrried on during the summer. in
a8 grove on the Aroostook River, near Parkhurst Siding,.

£ "In 1880 the church was bullt at Spragueville under the leader-
ship of Rev, Ussgsing €, Whidden, After the organizantion of the Pres-
que Isle ehureh, Sprapueville -was supnlied by 1its ?aatar.‘ »

"In 1902 the Rev, ¥, 0, 3with, s local prescher, orgonized a .
clsss meeting composed of eight persons, rt the home of H, &1,
Flidden, Third S5treet, at which pluace it was held esch week until
the famlly moved to Tacoma, ¥ashington. The clsas meeting thus orsnn-
ized incrensed in membershin until in May 1904, Albert Hartt heceme
pastor and organiged s elmreh which met for worship in Pythien Hall,
snd lster in 0dd Fellow's Hall, until the close -of his ministry in
1807, '

"In February 12907, 2 meehing was held with preaiding Elder D, B
Dow at the home of H. R, Glidden, to condlder nlens for securing a
lot and building a ehurch, “he work wa- mlaced in the hands of a
commnittee composed of Athill ¥, Irvine, 0. Ben “tidden, snd CGeopge ¥
5illington., Hev, Yemes Irvine succeeded kir, Hnr# snd work began
immedictely, +‘he committee secured the Ayan Homeatend, Acsdemy
Strect, moved back to Epworth Street for a vparsomapge, ard the folw
lowing year tuilt the chureh. Fhe chureh was dediented Jamiary 10,
1209; Bishop John W. Hemilton and Distriet Suverintendent John Hatch
meelsted in the dedlcstéry services, 4he entire ecost of the church
was 511,000, three thousnn? of which was nledged st the time of
dedlestlon, S

L

fred. Gomble was apvointed to the ehureh in 1908, Hr, Gamble
was = refined Obrietian gentleman, snd both he and Mrs. Gemble made
themselves Telt in every worthwhile enterprise in the commmlty,

"#r, Gemble waas succeedegd in 1911 by Rev, 6, Edwsrd Allen, .a
man of wide learming, end with grest sbility =s » nreacher, Tering
his pastorste the bosement of t he elrchwas finished end the Lagt-’
ern iisine Conference waes enterteined in 1914, with Sishot Hamilton
presiding, :

. "In the fall of 1615, Rev. M. F. Osborne ceme here from the
Kew England Conference in exchange with lir. Allen, During the nre-

- torste of Hev. C. R. Carleton, who succeeded Kr. 0 borne in the fall
of 1917, the church purchnsed the new parsonage, the old perasonspe
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remsining to be administered by the Ladles! Ald Soelety,

"In 1921 Rev, ¥illiam Snow wzs appointed pnstor smd served
until the spring of 1925, “‘hese were mostly yesrs of greet finan-
¢ipl depression, when little new work wes undertaken, but it was
aleo. a ti-e of close fellowship wmong the members of fthe ckurch,
fley, A, B. McAllister followed ¥r. Snow from 1925-1927, +his w=2s a
period of greet growth snd activity for the Ledles!' Aldj %8, 500
wee pald on the nersonage debt, and the choreh war painted hoth in-
aide and cutside, 2 :

, "Rev, B, S. THomes was with the ehurch in 1927 to 1934, During
this neriod the church mnde repid growth in every directlon, The
renaining 42,000 of debt we= paid, snd extensive improvements  werey
made in the property, inelading s new floor in the dining room,
herdwood floors in the sudlitorium end vestry, lighting fixbtures snd
nine orgen, Also & mimeograph snd a fllm projector was add=d to

the eguirment of the church, . -

"Mr, Thomss was succeeded by the Rev, “nrry ¥hitely, who served
the church for two veera, During his nastorste the Sprasueville
ehurch was repsired and regular Sunday and mid-week services held,

1In 1936, Leslie Craig was epnointed pastor, servin: the church
very acceptsbly for three years when he resfigned to enter business,

ey, Chsuncey Wentwsrth, the present pastar, ceme in June of
last venr. &e is a ;raduste of Hrown University snd Boston lUniver-
sity School of Theology, and is well fitted both in mind and adrib
to cerry on the worlt of the church,

-"Tt hea been thirty-one vesrs since “he church was dedliceted,
Sterting with snly elght faithful men snd women, it now has 2 member=
ship of two hundred, On 2 recent Sundsy moraing the church wes filked
with worshinera. ‘he chureh school is graded with depzriments for
all ages, “*here are¢ boys #nd girl scout tkoops to core for the youth
of the church, “*he Ladles! Ald and the Women's Foreign Mlsslonary
Soclety are elso well orgenlzed and look »fter thelr various
denertnats of work, ; '

"No longer is it called the Methodist "nisconsl Church but just -
the Metheodist Chureh., ‘he merbers sre espgerly looking forward to :
the general conference In the spring, when sll the new nlans for or-
ganization will be ratified, <hen with mlilliona of dthers the ebhursh
‘members will be workine &s a Unlted Hethodlszst Church,
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MINTSTERS
I8EBEIBBD wuevvesessssassssssse REV, Alphonso Rogers
1850 e et irssesssnnsssssnssansesRev, Pingree
1BBO. . cisosiansassassrssnssassalasalug O, Fhitten
A[OD. . e e e s e ceresaloAson R, Paarson
Sept. 18984cnsssssnssssssssscssnionry K, Dunnack
May 1896-April 18970 nnenensensssls H. Sipprelle
180Beaasacscssssesascsssasssrsssls Gu Gﬁan&y
1909..,;...;...............,....R. 7. Remick
June 1901l-=April 1902...s.sesesssBe Cs .'.Stavang; e
April-Dec. 1902................;Genrge Al Sibtt
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iprii 1927108 a0 caessnsnssennnsiinyward 5, Thomas
1034193600 0s00srsrssnnnssshsess ATy Whitely |
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CHAPTER XXIV
BAPTIST CHTRCH

Ristory of the First Baptist Church; history of
the Free Haptist Church; thelr union; present
history of the Unlted Baptist Church,

The Presgue Isle First Baptist Church has hed e long end in-
tererting career, It is believed that it was= the first ehurch of
eny kind to be organized in northern Aronstook, It began on larch

19, 1845, ) . .

Those early meetings were held in a log sohool honse in what
wes then celled the ¥oses Rose district, being three miles out on
the Houlton Road on-the farm of thet neme, just opposite the resi-.
dence of kprvey KoGlauflin...records of the flrst nineteen yeere
were lost and 1t is impossible to trace the history...but it 1s
¥nown that Rev., J. P. Roberts was tBe first pestor tnd Deacon Wores
Rose was eclerk, ;

Rev., %, Bessec became pastor December 13, 1862 snd resigned on
August 11, 1866, ¥From that time until July 10, 1869 the church was
without = pastor. On that dete, Hev, RE. Hugent becrme minister and
served until Mry 7, 1875, In 1872 the first meeting house wea built
on the enst zide of Main Street on tre lat now scecunied by . the W, R,
Pipes reeidence, The pastors serving the church from Mey 8, 1875
to 1882 were: Revs, 3, 3, Sargent, J. F, Worris, George Seeley, Mr,
Preston, J, V.. Pershley, Herbert Tllden, anc J. ¥, Folldt, Mr, Follett
cerved from 1879 to 1882, : .

: A& period of decline in the church was suffered from Hovember
1882 until April 1886, The meeting homse vas closed during that
time snd it was sold to the Catholic Scclety who used it for a par-
igh house for n mumber of years until it wes distroyed by fire.

During the period from April 1886 to Sept. 1887, the Rev, Cq E.
Young of Caribon preached every twn weeks, Rev, F, L.. Caulkins be=
cnme pastor on Sept. 19, 1887 and served the church faitkhfully until
Aufust -1898 when he went to Yarmouth to nceept = ecall there,

Seprvices were.bheld the Tirst vear in the Free RHaptlst vestry
end for two vears in the.Congragstionel Chwreh, It wes during the.
pastorste of Rev, Csulkins that the Secont Chupreh edifice wesa eracted,
standing on the corner of Church and Second Streets now used ss en
undertaking narler by R, W. Wight. Om June 27, 1820, this building
war dedicsted with very impressive ceremonles, and included a dedl-
ertlon hymn written for the oecasion by Rev. Ceulikins,

: In Decerber of 18988, Rev, Cecil Desne becsme prstor_ and con-
tinued in thet especity until November 1901, Then for a short time
the church was served by Rev, €, T, Young end Rev, Nethan Funt, stete
miasionsries, Rev, A, W, Lorimer came to the church Mey 18, 1902

and served until 1905, - :
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The sixtieth anniversary of the church wes observed on Thursdey
Kerch 19, 1903, with impressive ceremonles.

Rev, B, L. Cates was called to the church in 1905 and remained
until 1909, +e was followed by Rev., Whittaker who served two. years,
In 1911 Rev. Mr. Clark accepted the charge, remalning here untll the
eloae of 1913. Fe wsa: then succeeded by Rev, W, F. Palmer who
stayed until 1915 when the church united with the Free Baptist
Church, completing a service of nearly seventy-five yesrs,

WREFR BAPTIST CHURGH

The earliest record of the Free Beptlat Church of Presque Isle
to establish a church detes back to the October session of the
Springfield @uarterly Meeting, when the council of minlsters was
chozmen consisting of Rev, Hoses Stevens, Hev. Thomes ¥imney rrid Revw, .
Lincoln Given, who met in the old Academy bullding- Hov. 5, 1889,
gccordina to 2 notlce published in the Aronatook Ploneer of lav, lst
M™e council orgenized by choosing Rev, HMoses Stevens moderstor and
Rev, Given, clerks ;

The following persons presented letiers and constituted the
first membership by sdopting the covenant ond sriicles of faith of
the Free Baptist denomination: Sylvanus Hatch, Ruth Hall, Ellzabeth
Pratt from Lydon church, Grace Getchell, Frs, Ferriet Getchell from
the Fort Fairfield chmrch, Hathsnlel Gamron, FEdee D, Gammon from
the chureh at. Phillips, Thomes K, Dow, Mra, Polena. Dow from the -
oturch st Vierns. lipbthaniel Gammnon wes elected clerk, and the
montrly conference establlshed on the Ssturday preceeding the firast
Sebhath in each month, which has been continued te the present time,

PASTORS .

Since the hime of orgenizstion, the ehureh hes received fto 1ts
membership 260. Puring this tlme the chureh has hed for nestorss
Colomore Purrington, for over ten years: J. W, Carr, for alx vears:
6. M, Perk, L. E, Hull, C. ¥. Foster, N, Minasrd, for a few months;
J. %, Ogsline; A. ¥. Schermerhorn; David Boyd; ®. Trevor Cook; and
George ¥, Park, who has been 1its pastor for fthe past three years,

Tre following have been its clerks: Uathenlel Gammon, Dennis
Foster, G. W. Morgan, Fsnnle 0. Rowe, Bertha Hand, Jennie M. Rowe,
1ydie Burlock, =nd Effie Blancharc, '

The following have served as deeconst Fethmniel Gammon, Benw-
spmin Creasy, Thatcher Smith, T, M, Richardson, W, J. Johnson, Jo=-
seph Belyeer, Hiriam Rowe, Charles Oulou., Ites present membershin 1is
7leeeOn Jdemuery 1, 1880, Rev, George Park, who hed rccepted a call
from the Fort Fairfield and Presgque Isle churches entered upcn the
pretorate. At that time the chureh was worshiping in the old Academy
bullding., This wes upon one side of the villsge, end but few of the
village people sitended,  The =ervices were soon traneferrad to
Jornsens! Fall on Ealn Street, where the congregation wérshiped
wntil Dec, 1880 when the vestry of the present free Baptiast chureh

was opened with » public dervice,
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BUILDING OP TRE CHIRCH

Up to this time there had not been s Free Bpptist Church edifices -
owned by the Pree Baptist exclusively north of Foulton., There was a
house of worship in Bridgewater known sz the 8mith Meetiro House,
but this helonged te the Free Epntlat Conference of Vew Brunswick,
_Am thiz wpg the first house of worship Mailt and owned by them in
- northern Aroostook, 1t may be interesting to itz friends to recall
it origin, It had its birth in the home of Demcon Thatecher Smith,
Cn » Februsry day in 1880, there wers gsthered ss invited guests,
Daniel Smith end wife, Danlel Stickney an? wife, OJeo., ¥. Prrk psstor
of the ehurch snd-perhasps R. J. Smith snd wife, "The need of a house
of worship wns dlscuesed =nd some offers made. ULenlel Stickmey,
belng & corrcapondent of a eartelin local and stnte peavneras wrote n
" local that the Free Beptlst were to tulld » churech,

The summer following the present lot-wss boucht of John Allen,
at the price of $400.-(he contributing %$100) en? the work wes begun,

At thls time there wes not » church in the county, 1 think, with
# vestry amnd the ldea or need of enme wne to some prenocsterou=z, But
the ladles of the church, perhaps rélyinc on the judgement of their
pastor more than thelr own desires, apgreed tn hecome responsible for
the expenge of the vestry and subseribed thelr 3200 for it.

(P. B, and A, M. Smith were employed to do the work, snd with rood
judgment, economy and interest the erureh was bull®, without the
ateeple, the vestry findshed ond rendr for oecupsney December 1880,.

THE CLOCK

Lere -comes the bit of hlatory which mave to us our town clock,
Cne day I met ubon the bridge on Bridge Street the worthy John Allen,
father of Hrs. Yerren Prett and Orandfather of Col. €, P, Allen of
our village. I said to him, "¥r, Allen, you have heen Interested in
the building of our chureh, and it 1ls here thet you have prospered
and geined, your nroperty. Weuld it not de well +o lesve a memorial
to your memory by giving a elsek to be placed in lts steeple?”

He replied in the familier exoresslon he so often used, AR,
indeed, Er, Park, thst would he fine, I had heen to Bengor, nnfd re-
turing’ stopped over night at Lincoln, I was sick and could not
slean, snd at svery hour I heard the clock strike, It wens compsny
for me, I will think sbout it.",..Some weeks later snd inst before
he left Yor his ususl winter -trip to Celifornia he called on me and
placed in my honds a little =lip of paper...upon which was written:

"To whom 1t may cowcern: This ie to certify thet In case of my
death during my trin to Californis, or before my return, I deaire the
execentor of my estsate, or my heirs to purchnaze = clock to be plnced
In the tower of the Free 3eptlst Chureh of Presque Iale, -

X : November 1880

Rl

John Allen"
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THE BHELL

After hiz arrival there he sent the followinz note to met
: Riverside, Dec, 2, 1B80
Rev, Mr, Park
Dear Sirs

I will suggest the following., It is well ¥mown that I have
proposed to furnish a good clock to be placed on your church, and:
now ag Jour cimrch members have taxed themselves largely to erect the
tuiiding, snid eonsiderdng the clock is not merely =n ornament to the®
ehurch, but really s lasting benefit to the villege, wouls it not he
Jjust esns Pight for them tgkontribute a good bell, and keep both in-
suréd .to the full value of hoth bell smd elock, so that 1f lost by
fire will e replaced on s bullding there or some other pleace in the
villsge, At any rete, somebody must be holden for the anfety of
both. -

Very respectfully yours,
dohn Allen

¥t Er, &llen lived to rsiurn, snd the clock arrived., In the
menntime a subsciption paper had hHeen written hy the lete Dr, 0. H,
Freeman, snd cireulated and money raised and a bell purchased...At
the next town meeting in Merch 1882, I think 1t wesg, a% the request
of the Society the town sccepbted the elock and bell to ecare for and
voted to keep the szame insured for thelr full velue and keep the
elock in repair...

The following newspaper clipping speaks for iiselfy

Wpreggue Isle.---Onr correspondent (G, H, "S.) writesy During
“the past week m town clock has heen pleced in the tower of the Free
Bantiet Church which a%riked sz well ss Indlentes the howr, This
clock cost 5450 and was presented Lo *he town by Jebn Allen, %sdq.,
of Mevsville, a generous.old gentleman of elghty-one, Such splrit
is snd oughk to be spprecisted., It 1s the only town clock in *the
county., A few wesks amo & new bhell welghing 1000 pounds and costing
4280 was mounted in the some church, The funds for thls were :
raised by subsciiption. This church building when flnished will be
the finest smdi best sbtrusture of the kind in the village., Its erec-
tion 1z due slmost wholly to the tireless efforts of the Rev, Geo,
¥. Park, an’ for which thet gentlemen deserves the thanks of the
entire commnity. Indeed, 1t 1s mafe to say thaet had it not been
for him, neilther church, clock nor bell would have been fortheonling

for seversl yesrs, at lesst, Just such workers are needed in every
commmity. " ' o :

Presgue Isle, Wov, 1léth.’ Ths instellstl n of the Rev. A, D,
Peuul az pestor of the Free Bantist Church of tiis villege which
took place Tuesday, was attended by = lerge congregatlon, hoth of
persons interested in the event as members of the church and slso by
meny people outside the denominatlon, The exerclse of lnstallstlon
.were of a plessant chreacter,..Rev, Mr. Park extended to the new pas-
tor the right hand of fellowshlpeas '
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THE UNION OF THE BAPTIST
- and
- THE FRER BAPTIST CHURCHES

The union of the Baptist and Free Bantist Churches of Presque
Isle into one church has proved a good move 1n muny WAY S e e s DUPINE
‘the year 1915 it was frequently spokenh of...0ne of the churches, the
Free Ssptist, hed just been enlarged, modernized, ,with a nice pipe
organ, costing but » little less than $2000 plrced In the cholr: and
wifh the renairs and enlarged annex mekin: = chkurch, valued at %EH,OQD
with = seating snd vestry capacity large enongh to sccomodste both
echuprches, though with no room to ansre for the congregatlion or
Sabboth Bchool when unlted,

‘The pestors were in fevor of the mnion. The larger voted to
invite the smaller to come with fthem .and form a new organization,
They met, chose a committee of five from each churchy to teke their
creeds snd covensnts only slight verbal chsnges and additons from
the one %o the other, withont =ny conflict in eninion., Ther voted
unsnimously as a comnittee to recommend to the two badles, to unite
s the "United Bantist Church of Presgue Isle", deeding all property
to the linited Bepntlat parish when formed,

All previons nrgnniﬁﬁtians disbanded, new ones formed with a
unanimity so setisfyine to nkl, that 1% surpsssed all exnectations...

The resmult is a congregation of 450 to 500 every falr S:bbath,
fretiuently foreina the bringing in of extrs sests: a crurch member-
ship of around 300: sn incressing men's cless, ladles' classes, and
young lsdles! classes, Also of the Ledleg Ald Snelety--80; the
imdles! ¥lsslonervy Soclety is growing in size snd in the velus of
outeide work. ' ' :

The tudget of all expenze 1la n=ild raéulnrly Sundey nfter Sundew
The socisl mectings: are largely ettended and very helpful and
interesting,

"he chureh is doing more in the line of outside benevolences
and misaion work for those in need than ever before. Ien't thia
an example of vhat mny be dore?®



