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CEAPTER VI

settlement of the Houlton road and 1ta early

. =ettlers: Gowen “ilson, first settler in
1839: story of krs, Flmira Day; firat achool*
firest teacher: first burial in Fairmount
Cemeatery,

The esrriicst settlement on the Houlton road was the family of
‘ npwen Wilson in the spring of 1832, This le so0 well established by
genersl sdmission snd by the authorlity of one living todry that 1t
needs no further confirmetion, for a deughter is living todey who
hes survived all the Tears between now and then or between the yenrs
of 1839 when the family erme to the wilderness velley of the Aroos=-
took sné brought her rith them on thils trying journey =snd started
out on their long snd eventful trip if not less than 240 miles with
no rosd from Houlton to what is now Presque Isle, by way of "ood-
stock, N. B., then up tkhe 5t, John iver, coming over to trhe Aroos=-
took which they followed up to their permlt of aettlement near the
Prezgue l=zle Stream,

what e gloomy snd forboding outlook 1t rmust hrve been for &
mother with a Frmily of little chkildren starting out on such a long
trin facirg denger snd difflculties of ploneers in s new country
when they hed resched thelr destinatlon, Thie journey wesa by ond
thru s vast forest or vast wilderness with no road a part of the way,

Arom Eoulton to Woodstoeck 1t must heve heen sccomplished by =
feirly eacy, though = slow trip, but up the St. John along 1ts banks
thev made slow and diffleult progress, and from the 5%, John up the
Arooztook it wns still more difficunlt snd tedious., And at the end
of their journey only & log crbin with no roads, no neighbors, and
only 2 little clearini in the dense forest, Do you wonder thest the
wile and mother as she drew her children esround her, as the shadows
.of a lovember eveninpg with its chill and dismrl projects, that she
turned hseck to her ifewport. horme end frilends in thoughts, while her
teprs fell ... T 2ut vhen morping ceme one daylight devmned, they
presced on until they recched the log settlements on *he shores of
the Lroostook., There they found friends, shelter, snd encouragement
by the few setilers who welcomed the newcomers wilh outatretched
arms of helpfulness snd glsdness,

This Journey was msdi with & aingle snd = covble team wilith
household belongings end perheps a cow following behind, This was
in the fell of 1838, the year before the THloodless Aroostook "ar of
1839, "the road birth of Arocostook vhen (eneral "infleld Scott came
to Auvgustr,"

They spent thelr first winter in Aronstook on thr eszegt sicde of
the river in a house wlth one of the =zettlers untll the sprlng when
thev rioved to their log cabin house in the clesrling near a nice
soring of wabter on what has sinee become the old Wilson farm, untill
the bresent time for the farm is now the oroperty of = son, Charles
w“ilson, |
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The story of ¥rs. Day as she remembers it while sttending the
first camo meeting ... Rosa Schoolhouse on the Center Line Road and
of pttencilng meetings held in this house which was for a long time
noted as s nlace of religious meetings, town FEEtiHEE, circuses and

public meetings. She remembersa when there were but three houses in
thﬁ villrpge, these being the homes of Feirbeanks, Heed, ond Packerds
thot they called the first settlers refugees; that her slster Julla
Arm #1lszon wepe the first chlild born in Presque lIsle and that two of
her brothers Aled in the army of fhe rebellion: and that the old -
stapge cosch gave way to the Dengor & Arcostook and the Aroocatook
Vrlley Heilroeds.,

MRS, DAY'S STORY

Fra, Almire Lav of Preasgue lasle, now eclighty-one yenrs of age,
had been so ¥ind as to relnte to me the personel cxperiences of
herself and her folks, from 1838 when they mmde their trin from
Newport, ksine to Arcostook, to the present time, I shnll plece
particulsr emrhasls uncn those enrlier vesrs which meri the time of
the Arcostook Bloodless iar, at the ssme time, glving a fair account
of the many facts witl: whick Fre, Day furnlshed me,

In Hovember of 1£38, Mra, Usy's frother, Gnwen Wilson, his wife
eriel £omily set out from thelr Pencbscot County home in Newport
where they enjoyed every privilege and comfort, to uwnidertake =z trip
of 240 mile=s through a country which offered no reilroads, no pass-

able rogds of eny kind for pert of the way, and no roads whatsoevenr
from :oulton to wkat 1s now Presque lsle, ' -

ﬂhat o trﬁmendﬂus undertasking such & trin miet heve heen in
those daya! ‘'What cereisl thonght and plenning it must have Enfailﬂd
to preparc sufficlent food, drinl, clothing, meterial for impromptu
shelter, asnd to be Efficiently prennrﬂd-tn sever f£ll connections
with the outslde world for an Indefinite period, cannot poesibly be
imnginecd by our present duy peonlel! What an outlosk 1t must have
been for those of the Wilsoen feamily who were old enoush to rrslisﬂ
and to forecsat what the future might bringl

suffice it to aay thet they succesafully resched the northeast

slde of the Arosatook Hliver, where they spent their first winter

with a family by the nsme of Johnson. In the =pring they erossed
- the Aroocstook Hiver on ice, end had nro sooner psinced the shore than
they sow the lee begin +to go ont. They toock up a temporary abode
in 2 log cabln, convenlently anc¢ necessarily -bullt nesr a spring of
suerkling cool water, sand some sixty rods back from the present,
Houlton Road, s spot which ipr, Wilson had selected for their ner-
menent. homes thus, the founding of the Wilson homestead, oecunled
solely todey by kis sor Charles Wilson snd femily,

he next settlers were John Annis, whose wife was the daughter
of Ephraim Clerk, snd Eenjamin Annle, a blacksmith, who built g
shop r few mlles below on the Houlton Hoad, 1t 1= claimed thet this
shop beceme the first schoolhouse in Presque Isle, slthouzh Mra,
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Jevr dld not ettend this schonlhouse, she snid: "The flrat school 1
ettended wee in & lop house of twe rooms, situated on the Houlton
road: the second, a school in the Fairbenks' grist mill, t=ught by
o ‘Hiia: Todd who lster merried Joseonk hEsll (afterward edltor of the
gtar Herrld): my thlrd was tsupht by e Miss Leverlng ~hn 1a todey
¥re., George I. Freeman, so well knorm ss one af Presquc dsle's most
intelligent and useful women, s1ti:onpr Henry %“llson, lster a oro-
minent oitlzen of mers hill, elcined to be the Tirst tescler In
Preague Isle, this elerim hea never been verified,"

These fipst settlers were gulckly followed by kr. Fein end Mr,
Bickford of tewport, =n- the Keasers. Rose, Dre, =nd Pade, wmr, Dpe
merrled ir. Wpde's daupghter, Then ceme Denjamin ®hldaen, frtter of
tegrpe ¥, whidden who now 1ives in Presgue Iesle, : :

The %Fitcomb femlly and a #r, Greenwood came from Moscow, le,

. "hey =ade *he Cook farm, now knovn nas the Bern ané Allen farm, ¥r,
Meiteomhls deuphter merried Mr,Greenwood, £nd thelr =on, 3. H. Creen-
mand 12 now = eitizen of freaque Isle, The Whiteomb family moved to
Teston where trevy beceme “nown ss one of the most 1Afluentliel, loyal,
ant propgressive famllies of Aroostook, Two of rr, "hitcomh'as aons,
Albert snd Fmmona, survived service in the Clivil "ar,

krs. uUry remembers perfectly heving attended the Ilrst comp
meeting on the Center Line road near the Hackllffe or Gogs schonl-
house, She zlas remembers that this schoolhouse wer un=ed for town
meetinga, relipgious services, csucuses, and other oublle gatherines,

in has slrerdy been shown, Erz., Ypya's fother was the third se¥
tler in Letter P, (the county vss then divided into lettered dls-
tricts), now Presque Isle, sn’ her sister Julla Ann %Wilson wss the
first child born in Presgue Isle., Two of her hrothers dled in the
Civil Wer, =n¢ the mother received a pension of “2600,00 as a debt
of gratitude for her loyal sacrifice,.

ta one of the earliest settlers now 1living, #rs. ~ay, now in her
Alst yesr, certrinly hes o remarkeble 11fe to look back upon, To
few women is piven the opportunity to experlence such wonderinl
ctinpes nnd progression as the world had =ecde in the lnst three
gu-rters of » centary, dcver cum re of the present penerntion re-
alize th: true merning of whet the setilers of £ll our tovns and
cities Fard to cone with, but we shall elwaye regarn them wlth pwe
an? respecht, =n? g heart fuld of lovine. gratituce,

L

STRST SOFONL IN LOG SCHOOLHOTSE
- Q¥ PR BROULTOT ROAD
The first schonl in Presgue lsle, then Letter F, was in 1841,
it wea in a log cabin on the Doulton rosd. Hon, George F. Whldden

iz our suthority for this fact. "e conslder him s most relinble
authority becsuse there 1s reasonable questlon ns o 1ts cert«lnty,.



for the followlng reasons:

First, he was here at the time: then he saw, heard and knew of
what was pgolng on 1in the little hamlet an? settlement to which he
had come with his father, Benjamlin ‘Whidden just a little before,

He waes » bright boy of 12 years of age, = good scholar for those
days, with s retentive memory, with = PEen senge of observstion, =
grent revder, vnc very thoughtful sbont the few snd new events wkich |
were teking nlace, LThisz heing an event of rmich Interest to the get-
tlers, it war easy for him to ‘remember all the details »nd facts,
then, judaing from kis hablts of 1life throughout later years there
cannot be much doubt but that he kent 2 record of nassing events,..
as hia vritinge show,

For these reasons snd many others, we are pleased that in him
we hewve such a source of informetion, S5So rellsble, sand =20 accurate,
thet his oninlons end statements are so universsallr eredited,

- The uilding wess in a chonaping burned £ little whille before, It
vee sbont 20 roda south of the PFugh Jameason fsrm, snd near vwhere the
rosf. crosses [rom the houlton Hoed to the Center Line Rosd.

e will here let i, Wridden tell his nwvm =torvy as he relstes
i1ts

"The teucher wag hlss Amy Doe from Prraonfield) Ksine., The
cablin wer Duilt and cccunled by Senjamin &nnle as o blackamlith ahop,

“fhe chopoing, =hop and all, was bought for %100 the apring he-
fore. I#r. Lboe had five escres of whest on it thet serson, e offerd
the cahin for 2 school room, nnd the teecher for threes months for
#12 per month, aen? horrdé herself.

“the meighbors accevnted ris propoarl, Jthey lald a =ingle board
floor, kung e door, tnmilt - stone fireplace, *nd ecut a chimneys: they
put In three windowa, rnd sests around the walls with roungh boards,
board desks, wlith legs borcd In for holesa, wlth strkes driven In

to hold them up., All the expense was nalc by subaserintion veolun-
tarily cortrilmtead,

"as well as I cen remember,” mervs Mr. WhidZden, "sbovt thirty
napils attendec, ‘two came from Fort Feirfleld: theilr nomes were
Alblnn “titrey &nd John Johnson, vell-marnered hove of 16 or 17
‘yenrs of pro, ' '

"The conditlion of thelr sdmitrnce wee that tkey vould build
the tires., “hey =alent in the chamber, cooked In the =sechool room,

The vwood wea hesuled by the neigkboras sn® so vere brcklogs from the
‘rear of the chooping, '

‘It was really an adveantaze to £1l1 as the room was eslways worm,
eril tney were advanced sclholars, and slwsys ready to help the othersg
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tPhe school Dook: were of all kinds of peographles, two kinds
af nritbmetlcs, t¥o ¥inds of grammars, =nd snything for readers,
ingiish snd Amerieesn, '

] read plone tre Fistory of the United States, Lhe declema-
tions we had were: ‘I'he Lolumbien Orstor, the soeech of the robber
to Alexander: ibruce's nddress at Banneckburn: ‘%arren at Sunker Flllj
"and derk Anthony Creser's funernl vere the declamstions by the boys,.
the pirls wrote esseys snd resd them, “his aschool wea the attrac-
"tion of tht winter in the woods. <‘he teecher was a fire scholer,
pnd very nroud of her school,”

TH7 FIRST CEMFTERY

Wheén the first cemetery In town wa= selected, 1f & star bead
ruided them as did the 3tar of sSethlehem the wise men, no better
choice corrld have been mede of a location in gll the wilderness
SUTrTONUNG AT

It wras In a klgh elevetion sloping towarc the sgetting sun eand
closing day, a fitting emblem of the eénding 1life. Just high enough
to be dry, end Just far enough fron the youns snd coming villegej
also to sccormmodate the warits in £11 rectlons of the repnldly in-
cressing plrntatlion or villnge,

Ihe exeet dste of the locetlion of tris early burving ground ls
unknovn so it is 4imaszalble to fix an exect dete, St the first two
Imri=sd, L am able to write of wltl some geccuroey,

e First wmen buried in whst is row mown a=s the Frlirmont Ceme-
tepy wna o man who driving a team heavily lozded with furnliture ond
belon:ings...vhen desc:nding the ateep plteb 1Irn Yestfield jvat be-
vond tke Uherles allen farm, the hesvy load slloned, suddenly pitch=-
ing the tesmster forvsré onto the pole betwern the horses snd killed
bim, His rene wns unkrown snr no record vept, He wns huriled on
tlhe farw opnosite the South Preague Isle Urenge =11, then the home
of (eorge P, thidden': father, now the well-known lidwin Norton farm,
ithen tre graveyerd lot wss laild out, thls man wes the firat to be .
buried in it, 'Whis i¢ the story by the suthority of fieorge F., “hidden,
which n» one 11l quostion, | . -

Julis %ilson, sister of Wrs, U=y, now liviny on the Houlton Road,
resnected and loved by all wha ¥mew her ax= the dsnghter of" the firsat
arttler on this roed, Her sister, Juliz, bheing the first child born
on the ihulio-~ Rord in whet 1s now Preasgne Isle, was the firet child
baried in the FPairmont Cemetery, ‘
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CHAPTER VII

settlement of the Cented Line Hoad nnd 1ts
early settlcrs: the flrst settlers on trls
raad: first school*ouze In town bullt by
texetion: the De%itt schoslhovas: vrere
ke First votes in Lether P were cnat,

It 18 =n edditionel mlesenre te me gs tre writer of -thls work
e enrlv sektllement ~f onc of the mnat

sertlans of our towr by giving The
story of » dinprher of Tre [1peh settler, Lrs, Flbrldae fepdner,

in our %illwge on kechrrie Streect,

pe, Oepdner wea hlree veprs ol of 11 £ime her f2therta
fewily, Jdokn M, foss, movéd Into Plemtintlor Lehter P ir 1542,
voule rrlke her sge nor in 1217, Bl Ferrs olf.

Thie

wg e rd her norrstive ol grest vonlue to the rvriter in obtain-
irp the freots na thelf wope enid of +he peonle vbo 8¢ the flrst
ele: piag en? Tomes in the vilderness lesx than o eenbiry spo where
now are to be ceen ag ~weny beentiful, eostly, an” veluahle Term

residences nnt FOMES,

jrortumneste Ly, this llstory began vhile she'ta witk ns end shle
to vec=11l the sceres ol her erildéhond with e cleaymeéss and epccurecy
hoth ronderful ané velursi:zle, &She ls kheslthy no anert Tor one of
her verrs: 18 a vVery intellicent and fluent converss tion~liet, o=nd
is berrine Fer infilrmltica with erse "m0 greoe,

<wwe peenlls the ircidernts heppening during their loneg G
e idlae Conrney from thelr netnive taem or neriah, ss “hev enlled
‘Veir Tormer pl:ce ol realdence in the Provirce of spgpamrvie,
Connlty of Glerlotte, uHevr drunawlek, (I v He wrong In the srpelllng
af +hie resldentisl nlrce of the Sogs frrily, just as they dld, but
1 pave Lrieqd to twist the plphshet snd divide the syllablifilcetlon of
the word inte ites grestest enre For our promuncintion--dear old
eoré bo all nrtives of Few Prmawick whn hes rlven so many of the
verv best ~lo=d rmd shock te neople of Arooshook and bew LEngland,)

rkere they =stopned nﬁETﬂith -
dleo the condltion of the
paling her story more than

~hé recnlls tre plaees and weople
{ar ertertsi-mert ond rest on the woy.
ronds as they resched the new comtry,
arcinary volue Lo the people of todsy.

 *. &he rememters things which oceured before they left thelr old
rome in Hew Trunsvick, the dsy end nlght before they left their
home end nelvhborkhond, théy spent sz wes VEry neturel, wlith » slirster
anpe her fremily, the storles they told of thr eonntry to which they
were goirg *nd wkat the children, tlrelr cousims, 2id, They hnd a
rrve af menle sugsr just made, for 1t wes In the snring nf the yesmr
end supar-meking time slso. Lthe children eut the canke Into perta

ond Aivided 1t =rylng, 1?@y up in Aroostool you'll heve no maple

sugar.” Bnt thst epring the Goss family reached thelr cehin in the

#
1
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wilderness of Letter P or Presque lIsle, they merde gallone of the
nicest an® sweetest manle suger they had ever made, whlich came very
accentsble for the coming season for sweetening to go with "Puckwheat
fritters" when "for six successive weeks they were vithout flour."

e aneck or write of this to show how little things impress thre
chil mind, where mrtters nI mich grester iImportence will be for-
Fotten, .

They were reerly s weel cominm, They stopned st the 214 Gould
Tavern In ¥ontleello., Lere they found a good pironeer home and word

~of cheer snd enconregement, epe Ald mpny others on their way to the

upper nlentatlons of Aroostook Valley, '

The dey .following trelr nightls rest at H~rtlcello, they reached
Tron'as Tevern in %estfleld, There they terried for another night.
The next deay they pot throurh to *he 1npg honse her fother hed bullt
the sum.er before in 1541, on the lot ke Frd honeght from Feirbasnks
where trey vere %o meie their fviare lome,

in rerckrin;; their hove, they krd to =hovel an? ftre:d snow four
fret desy In warch 1842, from the Fnrt MalrfTleld Hoed, &t thie time
there wee nn ro-d =nd not 8 dettler nearer than the village, mnd no
wey NI rescrirpg fhelr cehin Put by the ewt sut rosd over Lason Fill,
wi-leh 1 now -the fine home ol dardvlse, throngh o the roed which forms
the junctisn road, near the Chrandler =nd ase Hishop {arm,

«hal Lerole pmbhltion and breveryl “What frltr In the” future of
Aronshonlk wast heve enimeted the minds of £hile Fomilyl! %What hone for
the Matnre in '1aving intn this vaeskt vl1llderness withovt a clearing he-
vand for mlles snd =miles, snd ro road) Wrhat rmast heve heen the
trnmmrht of thet yvyoune wife nd motrer sns she ross over the almost
nathlesa way =0 tkheir lor hounse! “het 414 she trirk es ske unprclked
the, Adlshes from boxes =nd heakets as trey were unlosded and brourht
In! Whet ns she prenared the table with elern linen =nd nrovinions
areperel. 2! fllled st deer old :iepagquruvie, W. B,, hefnre treir long
sn? bedlons journey]l ... Puf they brd. come to stay ko fnce hardshing
rnid encdur: privetlons., ke savind of Fre ax in tle Sowen Y1lson -
~eclearing over the way on the 'mléan Rned mey hnve broken the monotony

of trair drespriness, and brought a rey of nhﬁer nncd glerd news to thelr
rerrts thet aqn~ny, Yham, ened not f5r awew, were other wioneera oend the
Vvaices ol other chlldren vere relased in their alax end plee,

L wish 1t vere nocgsible to here nresent tn *ve resders af +hese
aoges £ pleture of this firest lopg c=Min in the wildernesz on the Cen-
ter Line Homd: that flireside and teble with itas Fome-zoun linen,
wvpahed, ironed and secked vwlir a mother's thonpghtfMalness san' csre
d«ye hefore thelr stert; with hresd and heef, and other fixines for
thelr first evening or rnorni»g =merl,

Eut alaal]l] 'theege log cerinsg in the +ilderneas nnd even tre for-
este are t:ini s of the vnest, long 2ires seen no rere, They have
ziven pway to besutiful hnu=&# ligkted 7ith electrice lirh%ta, hested
by hot air, sn' fovored vitk PPE telsphone to commnicnte witk the
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yillrge now slmost & Founs clity ené i he socisl with the neighbors,

Me secene of thelr first mornine in the wilderness wns mot to
he of long duretlon.,

wrs. Onpdner has lived %fo see and enjor nll the changes from
tte vilderness withmt = achoolhouse, church, mell, noet=0fflice, n
store, reilroed, telegrant, te what is now enld £5 be +the wonderland
of “he State enc Lev Ingland, enl to be one af the richest countles
of the country in which we 1ive. 1& not such s 1ife worth 1living?
...onAd to be eailed one AT the mothers wko geve it birth¥ I wish
thet Lirs. (& réner with Lre. irecob.Weeks, hrs, Almira Usy, iPs. Miles,
tpe. Amass Howe cnd Mrs, Georgce Freemsn may or could live to rlde rs
puests At Fon~r when in 1220, trc Centennisl of the Tirst settlement
of the kowvn of Presgne.lsle, anfd also the Anriversery of the State
Opps-igetlisn shell, may or ourk+t to be celebrated, |

THE, TIRS'T SETTLERS O THIS r0~D

- ‘rg. Gardner continues her reletion of facts: '"Soon effter my
frtherls fraily csme Alanson Rackliff ceme and settled upon the loat
iust sbove, wrnich has since heen known .as the ReeV¥1liff fsrm for mlles
around, and hag alweys been im the femllv neme. The Reckliff famlly
has alwavs been knovmn and rcepected omong the early and useful sett- .
lers. Sonn the 3eninh Pratits came from Fhilllps, Meine, as it is
commonly reported. Soon sfter Fernend Stevens, who uilt on the Fos-
ter ferm, come butb staved only £ short time. Then Hllas Irelsnd

nrme in the enring of 1847 ond settled further down the Tenter Line
Boed. He bhed twelve chlldren and sll ceme but two,., Sls coming wes
quite an acce€sslon to the populetion: then vhen his sonrn, Silles I1
grme, 1t was 111 lsrTgel for he wns the father of nlneteen el:ildren,
heving three wives, Freemsn Eayden snd family were the next wro
pume, snn settled whdpe Jorn T.. Fayden now resides and where hi s
fether L. E, Fayden lived snd died only a few yeers ago,. Irecmsn
reyd n also came 1n 1847 from Corinna, Penobscol County. Sgon nfter
iarcellus Foster arrived and gsettled where the Moster f'emily hnve
«ince resided, They werc followed by new settlers, Helson Turney

and Lrter Jndpe Jimes Cloudman came and settled on the hill nesrer
the lalton Road, end bacemé a prominent snd influentisl ecltlizen,

FIRST SCHOOLHOUSE IM TOWE BOILT BY TAXATION

iiepe was tre irst schoolhovse 1ln LOWN mailt by taxstion of the
inkabitents In l:44, ‘thls schoolbmise, thougk a little rustic at
firat, wes the pride of tre people in the wildérness. . After the
schoolhonge wes bullt, wkleh soon followed the cowirg of the foan,,
Rrpekliff snd 3e-ich Pratt famillles,..no doubt in the Tesr of 1844,
Tkls nlsce in the fenter Line #ord Lecemée mowewhat a nobed center,
1t wes a place of influence snd sttrnotive assoclatiors, It wes
apoken of end Mmown far and near s "The Red Schoolhouse.” 1t was
the place Lo which the bovs snd girls af Tetter 7 or Falrbankas Cor-
nsr cpme to achool for long dlstenees, alaso the plece for relipglous
services. ' ' | ‘
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Here the travelling preacher=s held meetings end sowcd the seed
of the (osnel, Iere the scattered” Inhabitanta csme to worahip., It
wes here that the first ministers wer<c heard and probsbly here Rev,
(:. 5. Piteher sans Hugent nreached, -

It wga here —esr thls schoolhonse .that the firat camp meetlng
wne held. fHerc John Allen prersched ot one of those meetingm, Here
Hev, Hogers of Fort Falrfleld and the Houltor Haod nestor was heard,

THE DEWITT SCHOOLHOUSE

The DeWitt schoolkouse wes built In 1859 ane fmilla ¥, Cleaves
teught th: first school, rarriet Clesves Wardmen commenced the next
school the followin: svmmer in 1860, She died hefore it closed end
Caroline Glerves finlshed 1t, Jefferson Sowyer, years nfterwerd of
Emgton, taupht the next winter, Chrlgtinas De™itt tavnzht the follow-
Ing sum~er in 1861, Then Jeoseph Winter, formerly of -Carthzage, Malne
taugkt in the summer of- 1lHoZ,

tmerien “ertlett trupght the winter aschool of 1862, snd Christim
De™litt the syommer of 183653 F, M, FHrovn “he winter sand Amande Lyona
the sun-er of lBbd, Liliius Greves fizupght the winter of 1865 nnd
e len W, Clenves the summer of 1865, -

oplen M, Clerves al=o teupht the flret achool in lower Tgypt
In the lop hourse of Vietta in the sumemer of 1869, Thomas Whittaler
er=e into thiz pert of town from Fort Frirfield in 1842, Settling
a:: the lIease Whittaler farm, he hullt s lop houme whirh waa OG-
ewnied by kr, Benjamin, vhn settled here hefore the Arnnstook War,

WHERE THE YIRST VOTFS IN LETT™EY F WERT CAST

It was 1in this achoolhouse thet the epltizens of Letter F cnst
their voteas for President, Governor, members of Congressz, and the
State Leplslature., It was here they elocted their fipest nlpntatiﬂn
arn tow»n ofViecers after its incornaretior,

¥ithout dombt, 1t was a grent dey snd occrsion vhen the early
gettlers Wwoted. for the flrst ti~e ir thelr ovn nlentetlion rether
thnn helinyr oblicved to mele the lone trin to Hactl*on as they had
done for vears,

Fow meny storles werc told of what they did at the meeting ...
(2 repetition of prze 14)

There are just o few now livirg samongs us who remember thﬁ;dﬂy
and klstoric event, Then young. mefi snd women, today honored mothers
erit fathers of our town, like Teorge F, “hidden, J. Frenk “ritner,
#ra, Amara Howe end 4pra. G. B, Freeman, Mre. llmira Uay, ira, ¥iles,
ané her brother, %Wkerler IPElﬂﬂﬂ Mre. Qskea an kirs, dﬂeks, the
others are ell gone,



