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CHAPTER IV

Settlement of the RHesch road: why called resch

road: atory of Mrs. Jacob Weeks, dsughter of

the first settler on the Reach roed, now living :
at age Bl: first school attended: books used:; writing
on birch berk: firat school house: her marriape: '
Iiret femllles to settle on Heach rosd, Andrew

scott, Phllo Zean and the Pomeroy family,

e Reach road by contitiona connected with t he early settle-
ment of the county, alsc Intimately existing nt the time of the
Aroostook Vier, make tkls road the firat to he written asbout,

It derlved 1lts name from the bends in the Aroostook River or
from the crooks encircling two very high and valunble ridges of
lend, mow perts of the rlieh snd most productive farms including the
three towns of Carlbou, Fort Falrfleld ani Presque Isle, which
also peve its= name to the river,

Aroonstook ls an Alpgonmguin Indian word sienifying "Crooked", as
Tobique E%Enifiﬂﬂ in the sarme tongue "Rapid or swift-mving water
or river,'

1 have =ought the moat rellsble suthority end informtion upon
the orlgin of its neme to ma¥ke 1t clenr to our resders snd publie
whet appears to me to he g most setlisfectory definition, Te find
In the followingz bit of hi=tory from our velued snd ever-wllling
I'riend *, T, Ashby. .lie writes: "I do not know the origin of the
word Reach on our river but have always =unnosed it was the custom
In any country to esll eny smooth, streight piece of land between
two angles, 'A reach!" as for instance the lons reach on the Stk,.
dohn and the Coulter Resch on the Susguehanna, .

"The Stote Rosd", so-celled, was mede from Presque Isle to Fort
Fairfield 1n September 1840, The State put on three crews in diffep-
ent sections early 1a the zpring of that year snd before the Froundg
froze they completed the road from the county line near Pstten to
Fort Feirfield, slso the entire length of Pish River to Fort Kent,

Of course we understand thet when the Hilitin came in the win-
ter of 1832, they enme through the wood to ¥o., 10 snd then dowm on
the ice of the Aroostook and ¥ish Rivers where they huilt the forta
in Febrmasry. ,

The booms were built across both rivers in March, and a year's
supnly of food and emmunitlon wa: stored at ench fort to "tide" them
over until the road wss bullt: and the rosd on both sides of the
river wes tullt by the settlera who naid for their farma wholly in
road work, |
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In the winter of 1838, the Militla left the ice ot the Week's
place (in Keysville), and %took the Broad treil over the Reach Mta,
.and the Y“hitney Hill to PFort Frirfileld, or the PFltzherbert plece gs
it was then called, Thlis trall hasd been used by the French and
Indlans, and slso the timber thieves who were then stripping the
territery of the Gisnt Pines, All the cennon sunplied were haunled
over thla trall in the winter 1839, but the trail wess gbandoned .
when the State Rosd wes ullt.,

The towna line between Mnysville snd Fort Fairfleld runs neer
the top of the mountain (or ridge) about a mile from the river st

that point. |
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#“hen Windgrte Halner csame to Arocostook in 1844, he came by way
of Foulton and Presque Isle, for there were scattered settlers along
thls route from whom he cobtalned fodder for his stock., When Heines
ceme there was ho direct rosd from Alve Zorner (Blaine) to Fort
Fzirfield, but Hr. lesines had a road opened from the Plrek School
house to the Houlton Road In Alve Plantstion. Tris was a State road

THE STORY OF KRS, BERTIE WEFERS
DATIGHTER OF THE EIRST SFPTLER

Thim 1is the story of irs. 3ertie 'eeks, wife of Jmecob Feeks and
denghter of Ferdlnsnd Armastrong, first mettler in Letter 0 (after-
werd Plantation G), incorporated in 1859 gs Maysville,

Fre. weeks 1e mow living In ¥anleton on the tate Road, She was
born In Letfter G snd is = sister of Catherine Armstrong, the first
white child born in the Arcostook Vslley, in 1822, Nrs. lYieeks waas
born in 1835, m:king her sge at the present tire 88 years,

Wre. Weeks isg well-preserved and remariebly Intdiligﬁnt lrdy o
who llves about four miles frow our viliage, which she has =meen grow
to ites prezent city-like ovroportions ... sn? 1is well informed as to
1ts men, woman snd other affsirs,

: the does the work lor her famlly cormsisting of ber son Fred and
8 hired man., 5She rise= at four o'clock in the morning, sumwer snd
winter, which hes been her nractise since mirlhood: ehe geta break-
feat for the fomily In +ime to go to work ess seon =3 it 1z lirht,

She 1s dle~ sble to vialt her old home ferm neighborhond, her
r#latives snd friendas of whier she hssz many,

To us she told the story of her esrly 1life and many reriniscences
of the e srly deys and thelr experiences Iin e clerr and intellipent
manner, whleh ilndleetes a scholarly turn sn strength of mind, sl-
thorgh her school days were few, as her nerrntive wilill tell you, It
will alss convinee you thet she 18 ¢ remarkesble women for one of
her yerraz sni ndvantsges, |

oshe told -of her enprly =married life and slso of the first setflers-s
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"T wes born on fsther's ferm, vhere Fronk Ashby now lives, et
vhpt is known sz Porkhurst Siding. Yor yvesrs there woa no road on
the enst alde of the river. Hhen Veranmus Chandler cemeé to Aroostook
in 1834, he wulked over thre Hench, end spent a night nt father'a
house+ he had to cross trhe river near there by bost, »~nf thon recroas
rgain below the Precsgue lsle otream to resch Feirbsnis Corner.

¥y fesher, Ferdinond Armstrong, moved to thelr home, where now
e, Askby lives, erliled in listory by ™, T. Astby "Hredley's Ialsndf

Mhe first cettlers on thle roed were Thomns f'ields, *ho c-me
from Amrerst, sova Scotiz, Benjamin Veelks, my fether'=s fother, who
lived vhere ﬂlllE scott now reslcdes, end Leonesrd Brown, Thomas |
Field's fsther-in-lnw. <here was slso Jom Fenjemin who married the
dsugrter of Levid ¥lchols of Amherst, Pove Scotie: Fr. MeDonald and
Fred Bolstridge lived on the farm #hiﬂh i1z now tre home of Afupguatus
. Bean,

when Er, Flelds come from Nove Heotia, lira, Tields rodéd all the
vy on horae-beck, I remember an excl'ing lnelident in the Pields
ferlly when L wes s little girl. 1t occured in the late TMovember
or fir:t of Lecember when the lce had frozen over, hut bhefore 1t wss
very stronp,., or, #ieldes - thonght he »omld give his wife and haebe a
riﬂe'ﬂn the ice, ASlille they were riﬂing they came upon a pl=ce
where the ice wes thin, and borse g1 fumily broke throuph and went
in., OGrent wss the cxeltemént of the peopvle living rlong the shores
who ceme *o their aid., Bra, Flelds +#itl her babe flosted down
atrenm unfer the lce cnd wos token out some rods helow through a
hole in thﬁ-icur anle end happy save the duvcking in Arooatook's cold
Decenber wrter.," = = = If I am right in my recollection, krs. ¥eeks
atood gpmn tke shore, and.saw the mother snd babe talken out through
the hole, = = =

""he roads on thr ergt and west slde of t he river at this time
of the flrat szetlers, a3 ls etglly seen, vwere so insepsrsble that
it is Alfficult te write thelr ristory without mirxing snd inter-
mixing the one-'vith the ofther, =o close end intimete was the connectlon,

"Isrsel Yorse, o~ of the firest settlers, married Fuldeh Tichols
dayppkter of wevid ¥ichols, aleso from Amherst W, 2,, Usvid Nichols
living on the fsarm next beyond the resck school house, which is now
the howe of Y. T, Wheeler., Thia farm dpr, bickols no doubt eleered
gl mace beceuge it wpg occupled guite s number of years by one of
Ihis soms cfter 1 became a nelghbor by marriage,

~ "The next f»rm above, on the west sidse of the river wes the
farm osnd home of Andrew Scott, which 1les =t1l1l in the poa=ession snd
ownershin of the feamily. here Andrew Scott srd Tis wife, who was
¥ebhitahle Dickerson of %fcodstock, N.B., lived sand died, They ceme
f'rom do~dstock in 1834,

"His =son Lewis lived upon the fsrm from ris sixth yesr of age
untlil he wes 71, FEls brothers were Robert, Andrew, BEdwerd snd
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Wellington, who ere pll dead, His sisters were Iydia who married
Sutter, Mrs, Lorenzo Tobin snd Mrs. "ary Jane Tohin. The old Scott
ferm 1= one of the few farms plong the river which has slwayas re-
meined in the f=mily name, 1t is owned by Lewis Scott, Jr M

Fprs. Yeeks, to whom we rre Indebted for the above skeieh, keepa.
well informed with the guestions of the daT...

It is not ensy for mrs. Weeks to give up her life-long habits,
end whoever rides by her home In surmer or frll will see her large
flock of turkeys and geese which she enjoys very much, snd generally
heg recdy to supmly —any homes =t 'hankagivirg and Christmaon holldays,

- Fra. Weeks sdde this blt of information about the first schools

"Of all the schoolas I sttended I resd.out of the apelling hook,:
‘e made our writling boocks out of bireh bark; we had goose quills for
pens, Our ink was mnde ou® of while maple berk, gun powder and hlue
vitrol. Thls school was taught evenings in father Armstrong's house
or chamber by en old man from NHove Scotis, vho lived on a lot where
the Parkhurst Stereh Pectory strnds,” | -

che told row they were tought the multiplicetion table, ete.
ohe remembera some of the pleces they were tsught from the soelling
bonk. The fliret school house wes a log enhin neasr the Lewls Scokt
ferm. Among the teschera wases Angelile .Tucver of Fort rairfield, then
Joel Zegn,

"hen ¥rs., Fields csme from Novas Scotia she rode all the vAT on
Jorseback, -She regslled the desth of the first ehild on the river
ag Tiny Snlly, the deaughter of Mr. and krs, Lewls Joknason, end was
burled in the Johnson burving grownd, prdbebly where the ¥Meyasville
Cemetary 1s. Thc Yeelts family were burierd where the A. C. BResnn
ground is, -

Sore mev wonder why no more is sagld of Jonerthen Park, the compmn-
lon an? brother-in-lew of “r. Armstrong, It is thla; he settled in
Fort I'eirfield instead of Presque Igle, where he died., Leonard
Thom=as! wife was kias drughter., Yhe Thomsasa femlly 1e well remsmberad

in our town snd some of the Aescendents =nd reletives atill reside
here,

L sperk of this becsuse, ne one hes said, "The time has come
vhen every scrap of history that rel=tes to the ezrly settlement of
Argostook will be treasured by historiena to come as of great value,"

THE PEILO BEA¥W PFPAMILY

The comirg of Philo Rean and femlly is snother of the early
settlers on the rosd in Letter & which is worthy of specisl mention,
He came to Aroostook about 1440, from Redfield, Kennebec County, Ve, ,
his =on Joel c¢sme with him, c '
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. lirs. Werks la an puthority abont Hr, “Pesn's coming as her fathe
relped move him 1n with r horse team, the names of the horses being
Holly and Lprk ss she dilstinetly remembers, Probably lir, Armstrong
met the Deans at Foulton gs the rasd from that nlace, or shove None
tleello we<: newly cut ont and as wes fregquently done, =omeone went
dorn arndd met the newcomers,

The “ennsg mpde the farms where Joel and Ozias lived, now the
noted’ Poyt end “hecler Potato ¥erm., Their coming was sn important
anc! veluable gsccesslon to the communilty as the famlly wes lerge
end Intelliment,

I rint In Fhe penealopy of the bean femily, this record = nart
of which I guote af length since there ere so few of the genealog-
les of tkre eurly settlers of Aroostonl ir existence,

. "The Besn famlly wes of Scotek origin, descending from John
BSenn who came. from Scotland prior to 1660, snd settled in Cxeter,
N.H, &is wife dled on the passage, leaving one child, ery,

"Fe married for his second wife a girl from the north of Irelsnd
‘'who accompanied them on the asme ahlp. HMery, the child of the first
wife, was born June 18, 1655, end John's second wife's child was . -
born aupust 15, 1661,

"From thls family nesrly all the Berns of the country cescended
---one line of descendents 1= througl James 2nd, the eilghth chilad
of Jobhn the Seotehman, YThen John Zrd, Joshua (4), who hacd two wives
and twenty-one ehildren,

"From this femily one eame +o Gllmanton, N, ¥, and one to Read-
fleld, kaine, in 1804; thils was Joshua, Jr,

"fhe 1ine of Jo:1 of Headfield as desccnded frowr Jokn Bean of
kxeter, ¥, H, who ceme from Scotland about 1660 came John (1), James
{2), Jobn (3}, Joshus (4), Joshus (B), Joel (8), Sirkler (4), Kary
(5), Philo (7), Joel (8), 4s will be seen, we are descended from
John (1), in two lines Joln (3) sn® sons Joshun (4) and Sinkler (4),
Joshun (5}, son of Joshua (4) who rarried ery (5), daughter of
Sinkler (4), were merried. From that union came Joel, brother of
Philo who came to Arooastosk in 1840 and frar wham the Hayavllle or
or Fresque Isle Zenns descended, . "

TH™ BARLY SETTLFRS 0% THT RVACH SOAD

Passing to the other early settlers on the enst side of the
Arocstook Rlver on the Heach Foad, notesd for belng the firast road
settled in plantatlion Letter G, incorvorated ns liaysville, foril 4,
1559, united with Presgque Isle on ¥Feb, 14, 1883, dating beek to 1820
-=--Lhere were thc femilies of the pioneers, Lowles and Ches. Johnson,
William keSree, vemes Thompson, Cyrus Pomeroy, John Ragmond, Richard
Sutter, Mr. Jnmes I,,thter, HEdward dideout, doseph Bouller, Uavid De-
lano, Philo Dern, Andrew Scott, Jemes Yiechsls, John Eickols, and
Joshue S3iahop,
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The above ploneers I give, as coming from the mo=t reliabhle in-
formatlon of the few now living, some of whom were children of the
errly settlers, who c¢an remember not only thelr names but personsl
characteristics, their manner of 1life, habite, who worked with them
rnd esttended achool with thelr children,

Hot' being mrble to obtain genealopgies of hut a few familie= 1ike
the Heens, Pomeroys, and, Thompsons, beceuse the records were never
written, while we regret thls deflclency, which mey be & criticlem
we cennot avoid, we shall, however, glive extractz of the few we are
able to resch, which mey be an ald for future inform=tion,.

THE POMERQOY FAMILY

Cyrus Pomeroy was born in Stocks, HMeine, april 25, 1206, dled in
Maysville 185K5, LEe was a soldler in the Aroonstook War, Ve married
Cetoher 5, 1832 in Merimaechi, N, B,, ¥ia= Rliznbeth Small,

their ehildren were (1) lary born in Marimachi, ¥, B. Oect. 20,
1833, who died 1n infeney, (2) Elizabeth, born in Verimachi Aug, 6,
1837, lives in Smyrnn, Malne. (3} Thomas, born in Ferimachi Aug, 6,
1837, lives In Smyrna, Meive. (4) lisry Lovina, born in Maysville on
Aprll 12, 1840, rled there Aprll 18, 1873. S5he msrried James Sweet-
zer of Lennebec County, (5) Lidla Jsne, born in May=ville June 30,
1842. (&) Chrrles C. horn July 28, 1845, (7) Laniel Albert, horn
Aopril 25, 1047, (8) %Williem illen, born May 25, 1849, living in
Choomsn, izine., (9) George F, born Nov, 30, 1851, now living 1in
Presque Iale, (10) ianecy Elizahbeth born Ferch 31, 1853: married
George Fennlston of N. EH. now livin: in Eest Cazmbridpge, Waas, (11)
Helvin Auzustus horn June 20, 1858+ msrried (1) Rene Flelds, child
Perley now in Fsstons married (2) hattia Condon of Chapmen, =ov liw
ing in Presque Isle, (12) Devid Walter born in Meyisville Oct, 25,
1857, dled In Eaysvlille at the age of ten.

Ckharies C. (&) attended “he publie schools of Haysville and
assisted his festher on the farm untll he enlisted Dec. 2, 1861 in Cq
C 15th iieine Repgiment Infentry when only 16 vesaras old., He served
thkru the Civil Wer anzs was mustered out ra a Corporal July 5, 1B&6,
Fe went to Afuguste where his regimant reéemained until FEsareh 1862,..
the repginent wee sent south on the shin "Arest Republie", aniling
from Portland...lended st Shin Ialsnd, then were sent to Sentiaego,
Texas, where they toock psrt in the battle of Faneresno, Texms, He*
gerved through the bouks ermpeipgn en? took nert in the bettle of Sa-
bhine Bronrosds, =t Fleraant, at Cane River, cros-ing into Virginils,
was in frow Petersburg durirge the slége or hettle, After General
Lee surrendered he went to Washingtor and took port in the Grand Re-
view, After the asesassinztlcsn o! Lincolm, he was stetlioned et Chsr-
leston, 5., G, He merriec In Ceribou ov Fay 15, 1867, Mary A, Landon
of Grend Falls, M. B, vho wes a feithful hdper and cevoted wife,
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from the femlllies of tlhe esarly settlers on thls rosd,,.l am
indebted o one who was born on one of these farms, who knew the
frmilies - narents and children - with whom he nlayed snd spttended
gchonl in childhood days, worked, erew up and has since been a clti-
zehh, fe 1=z 1livin;: %Zoday, wes born 1In Letter G uvuly 28, 1845,,.80
of the timers he speaks and wvrites, the Informetiom he gives saems
to be mngt relisble and in"the moin, unguestionable suthority.

lence 1t i= rems=sonable to =uppose the list is correct and con-
taina the names= of the nloneers frﬂm 1827 to 1850 - 1860 very
accurateély,

And let me sllude whille pegrive, to the foet thet pll these
settlers had -o cross the Aroostook River, in winter on ice snd in

suymmer and fall by fording and scows, anﬂ smell bonts, for there was
no bridge until 1360 when the brldze wes flirst hullt by the State

anil town uncer the leadership of Sumner “hitney asnd others.



