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CHAPTER III

THR SFCOND QIJARTFR CENTURY
1841 - 1866

Nesecriptive sketch of Aroostook: FPloneers:

¥ortrern lolne Fair Soclety orgsnized in 18501 *
first peper in thr county estahlishen in 18573

first mall end ponst office: David Pubsr, first.

mell esrrier: firat leine Press Excursion 1n

1858+ Alspstrous fire in 1860: first soldler

to enlist in the Civil Wer: Presque Izle's

pertriotiasm in the Civil Wer,

I wisk to egdd.before writing of the second guarter century of
Presque Isle = valuable descrlptlon of Aroostook in 1840 or g little
before 1845, written by an unknown -<uthor. ‘Thies view waa from the
old Park's Ferm loecsted on the hlrhest elevatlon 1n Foultont

"maweprds the North Country exhibit the rsppearance of one vest
unbroken, plain extendins to the utmost limlte of the vislble Frorl-
son. In the midat of this, and 2t 2 dlst-nce of =ome *hirty miles,
¥ars Blll alone breaks the monotonous wildernesas nrognecst and from
1ts imolrted position masumes to the eyes an importance to whlch
1tz mltitude of less than 1800 feet would nof otherwise entitle 1t,

"Wa other eminences sre to be zeen 1in thilia directlon exceopt

arornd o oeak bearing s few degrees west of north end some dlstent
ridge shont sn eque! dlatsnce to the east,

e fist of theze has been ascarteined by the =survey of Fajor
Arehem to he an isolested hlll neer the veak known es Tquaquajo¥,” '

‘Phis gilves us sn 1dea of Aroostook's scenery 1n 1841, s denae
exprnase of forest partielly unmerked by elgne of humen habitetion.
The wilderness wess then suonreme, unsubdued, nnAd almo=st untouched by
* the ax of t*e ploneer settler north of Houlton. ' '

"he deserintion gives 2 renlistic glimpse of Aronstook ante-
doting even the deys of the ploneers and incidentally teschesa ns
the correct spelling of » famlliar 1ittle mountaln - meaquajo, not
Juopry Joe ps we ere often want %o spdll 1t. .

The Sritish surveyors who formed a declded attachment to Yars
Hi1l, which ceme very her~¢éy to them ss the Yorthweat rngle, asnd -
starting point of the British boundary line west-ward heve left s

brief deszcrintion of the country as they vlewed 1t from thet
eminence, g

“Me echarereter of the conntry mey well be discerned snd under=-
stood from this insvinted hill, |

"It presente to the eye one maas of dark end giﬂﬁmy forest to
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the utmosat limit of =ight, covering by this umbrageocus mantle the
principsl rivers, ~inor stresms, and the very scanty vestiges of
the bahitation of men."

Polloring the exploration snd survey of 1841-42 the vexetious
boundary line rflsp:te was settled by ¢ commlssion conslsting of
Lord Ashburton on the part of Grest Brltlan and Sectetary of State
Danlel Webster of the "mited Stntes, Let me repeat, sn? by the
terma of the treaty, the line was so traced ms to give the largest
nart of *the.disputed terrltory to Wrine, whick wns then vindieated
ir her long end persistent contention to meintain her rights.

| From what has been given of this lengthy confliet between the
two contendlng sldes end forces over a little =trip of territory...
‘yet it wms a metfter snd chapter of grert Ilmporternce to the State of

kplne aa 1t 1s seen 1n the light of present dsy bistory snd events,

It %wns 8lsoc of merked importance in the molkling of the county snd

in giving Presque Isle its plnee or fthe map,

1t 12 s=2ld, let me mentlon this in this connection, "That the -
perlod following 1830, when the rorth-esstern boundsry disnite he-
came active, until the finsnl settlement in 1842, wea tre first cknanter
in the meking of Arocostook.,"

It mey not be out of place for we to ssk here the question if
the hourdary line settlement had been the oovosite of whet it was,
wouled Presijue lsle of todey, with 1ts wvillege, 1tz homeg, 1ta=
plecea of buslness, its banka, 1ts ipstitutions, its ehurches, 1tas
rallroecs, i1te rich farms, its potato houses, and its wealth result-.
ing therefrom, ever heen?

It is . also snld, "Turing the next thirty or forty years after
the =zettlement of thls Imnortsant question, the State mede 1its
rreatest misteke of squrndering her venl%h of wild lsnd posseasion
I'~r 2 ahuntom, & pretence, or prorise of = rallroad, never kent or
fulfillied, or vlich never materinlized. And hed 1t not been for the
great mnturnsl resources of Aroostook's weslth of soll, the hackhane
industry, the push end grit, with ¢ wisdom, foresipbt for vhieh her
peonle heve heen and were noted, tke Aroostonk of todey and Preague
Isle worrld never haye been.™

In » way or In many weys Aro~stook hed been self-mede: her
torna are thé out-pgrowth. of her own persistsnt public anirit, in-
dustrions hnhits anc enternrise, An exsrnles stending out econ-
spleuously, we alte the ploneer foathe s nanc mothers, its founders,
Later leorge 7, Freemsn the promoter of the firet Starch Frectoryv:
tor. 7, ¥, Pheir, the Sterch idng who boupht the first Stareh Fac-
tory ¢nc. =t one tive owned -nd.ran trirty fretoriea, an? who re-
volntlonized the induastry in the skillful »-y of heuling, loeding,
unlesding trrnaportztion of the nroduet and made it = peying nro-
pogltion to fermer end masnufacturer, wss = gelf-made man. The |
Hon. aAlbert P. Purleigh, a promoter snd lwillder of the HBangor and
Aroostook Rallrosd which has made Aroostook such a well-known and
nrognarma county, weg an Aro-stook boy whe knew the county by
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birth and hy tramsing over 1t with c¢rmners and chelin until every
hill enAd valley were fumllliar townshlns sond snots; and so was Arthur
+ 3. Zould who hitched electriclty to Aronstook Falls snd lighted up
~the eownmty with his nersistant snd skillful effort, end then geve to
the couvnky its first electile ralilroad,
We =2ey this notwitketsnding nor overlooking what the State did

in the eaftablishihg of the Swedlsh Colony, the wisdom snd foresight
of which wes never morc c¢learly aeen then =2t the present time in the
nléd the Stste extended fto the Bangor and Apboostook Heilrosd, end in
glving 1t certaln other Imminltiea crlenlsted to enconrage the
investment of capltol.

Then in ites later, bu+ not its lenst fer sesrcking work the
estrsblizhment of the Aroostook 3trte Normal 3ehool, which 13 doirg
such s great edicstlonsl vork in Zasstern =n® Forthermn Meine,

It 1s not too much to wrl%te or sey whet 1s confirmed by many
attestrtion eventsa, that had 1t not been for the Stsreh Industry,
the noteto product snd trace; the coming of the Bangor snd Aroostook
Rnllroad, Aroostook would not have been the county of marnificent
ferma an® homes 1% las noted for, not would 1lte prowth end wealth heen
the pride of the St:ste. - ‘

THE MNORTHFERN MAINT PFAIR . h

The Horthern ..aine Maplr was incorporated July 16, 1850, Its
firat meeting wnr held Iin Preaque Iszle on February 22, 1851, its
membersklp was 91, 1lte first president was J, Windgate Heines of
Fort Feirfield, its vice-presldents were Beniah Pratt and Joel Bean
of Presque Isale, secretary wss Joseph R, Hall of Presqgue. Igle., Its
first exhiblition wae held In Presque Isle October 9, 1851,

* Never un to the eightles Aid 1t hzve 5500 to Adistrubute for
premiums ¢#nd expenses,. with no land oronerty, no buildings, no atalls
and pens for horses snd colts, cattle,. sheep, s»ine, or poultry, no
exhibltlon bullding and no officers! guasrters, |

But the advertisine given by the pepers of the Stste as a result
of the Press Expeditlon of 1858, brought the knowledge of the rich
soll end the wealth of the lumber lands to the neonle of the Stake
thus influenced snd brought meny to Aroostook,

For yesrs, every once &n a while the guestion wss sgiteted of
purchasing the Presyue lsle Trotting Assocletion largely owned by
Johnson end Phalr who controlled eleven-twelths of +he land,

FIRST PAPER PUBLISHED

In the year 1BH7 come Aroostoolk's first pnper published in the
county, It wes "THE AROOSTOOK PIONERR", It w2s edited by Joseph B.
Hall enF publisghed by W. 5. Gilmen. From this time on Presque Isle
ans Aroostool Ihs not been without the iInfluence of a weekly vpeper.
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This is also 1Includesd as a result of the enternrise and fore-
aigit of the second half eentury, which has continued ss one =nd
often the leepdlng exponent of the many public utilities whieh are
the hest assets of the county and towm,. A= a result of the agita-
tion through the colimns of the Aroostoolk Ploneer for = reilroand
ilnto the county, san invitetlon was extended to the Walne Press in
the fall of 1858 by the North Aroostock Aaricultursl Society (the
Nortiern Malne Falr Assocla*ion) to sttend 1ts feir st Presque Isle,
to view the county. -

THE PIRST UNITED STATES MAIL

Teking thoe Informetlon of VFrs. Sldney firaves pa suthorstetive,
which nall evidence I have heen ahle to find confirmes in ber article
af sune 11, 1903 1n the S5ter Eereld, wkich wrs written sfter the mosat
careful resesrch and atudy for accurrcy, she atates, "In 1842 the
first 1. 5, M1l cesme to Presque Izle, broupght on rorase-hack by
Lewls Uelnite from the Houlton line store, Noah Chandler heins Poet-
Fester gt Loulton," It 1s sglso cleimed that Jediah Cronkite did
carry the malil on horse-beck for a time. %hlle this does not egree
with: the Post Office recorrds at Waskington D, n,, there is only a
date difference of e year,

THE MAIL BEFORE TFE ARCOSTOOK WAR

.the clesrest informstiom given about mell conditions before the
Aro2atook War le found 1n the history of ™, T, Ashtby, ie gays, "He-
fore the war all m=il that ceme to Afoostool terrvritory came from
Hew Srinewlck: there wra & post office at .Toblgue, ' Yhen the soldiers
came, communlcatlion with “ohique was cut off., After the militsry
rosd wag eut through from Houlten, Uavid Gubar, tbhe Eronatonk- Gient,
was kired to esrry the mell to houlion and bsck,,.he mrde tvo tripa
per menth, There was no road then through vwhet is now the tovne of
Eastor end sere Fill, snd Fr. ®ubar trsveled visr Presque .Isle., Fa
‘mede the trine or foot., The moll before had rome frem Fonlton via
Vioodstoek T, B, 1In 1828 a mell rounte to Port ¥ent esme from Patten

and was carried by the Arcedlans on horse-beck once a week, At thia
time it cost 254 to send n letter,

DAVE BUBAR, THE AROOSTCOE CTANT
* PIRST MAIL CARRIER

David Buber was a glent: he wes over =ix feet tells his feet
‘were cn owful sizé; hls kands were not smell, Alonr: the bsnks af
the Aroostook he'c hunt end fish a1l dey, snd est s plle of onion
clves ss big e2 a cock of hay. As hesvy =& tvo comon rnen he had
the strength of four, He'd lug a losd upon his basek that welpghed
a ton or more, He ste raw clsma and suckers, shore ecives snd white
pine bark, Alweys as hermless as & baby and ss hungry ss s sherk,

In the spring of 1833, three Toung pﬂﬁpls, two men and s woman
came on foot over the old Portage Road from Toblique, to the Arooa-
Cook River, One of them, a gilant in stature, carried their vorldly
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goods in a bDig pack on kis boek, and it was noticed that he was
berefooted. The pllarims were Cherles gnd David Eubsr snd their
galster Lyde Ann. 'they were leavin: treir home on the st. John
River end hoped to flnd e home snd better thelr condition on the
bunkes of the Aroostoock. They setfled snd becrme permsmnent citizens,
David wze g peculiar cheracter snd a glant ir size snf strength,
Among =11 the strong, brawny men tha® csme to the new country, =nrd
the men of thet day were blp and strony, none could 1ift hia loed,
He wags remerlktably good-notured end 4id not reslize his strength,

but 1f once arcused he wns as dangerous s=s s med bull,

fi=s teeth were white, zound and nerfect, and remeined so while
he lived: -hls %eard was short srd thin: no razor touched hisz free
whlle he llved: hls halr wez seldom cut but sllowed to grow Indidn-
feshion down Fils beck., ‘hen it got too long hils brother, Charles,
would lesd him out Inte the woods, make him sit dovn beside a log
and would then cut off the flowing tresses with an axe,

Hie fiet were fthe largest ever seen on s bumen body, In summer
he went bsrefooted and in winter wore Indlen riocczcins or wrapped
his feet 1n old coats. Once in hies 1ife he had = palr of boots, Fe
carried the msils from Fort Fnirfield, by Presque Isle, to Hovulton
on foot once a week or twice n month over the cut rosd ordered by
ben, Winfield Scott in 1840, Juast before the troops were cs=lled
twey, Cept. Ven Ress ordered the compeny shoemslkers to measure his
feet, end meke him a poir of boots, No last could he found large
enough snd sa ox yoke was cut in two st the center snd s boot was
mede on ecch end. Ywo whole celf skins were used end the greaster
part of =2 side of sole leather, The boots as numbers go were 20'a,
snd were a present from the ceptein., Dsvid's hands were large and .
toughs bhe generally went berehsnded in the winter, but sometimes he
would draw meel brgs over his hends when the westher was cold and
he had to cut anc carry the wood for the big open fire,

Ee wes 8 crest chopoer but not very fond of work, He could not
be hired with money, but sometlmes would work =11 dey for a trinket,
teny of the time-mekers wore rings snd David wented one brdly, but
none could be found blg enough for kis fingers, Minally = brass
knob wes taken from an ox's horn snd by filing it out on the inside
he got 1t on his 1lifttle finger where it remsninred until he dled, end
it was burled with him., For thls ring he cut dovn thirty blg pine
trees, snd *ken cut down thirty more for ¢ fishhook, While Jewelry
had greet attractions for him, he was afrsicd of a wstch or COMDeBSE,
The wlgple of the compass needle sand the tick of the wetch filled
him with-Tear, GHe was sfraid of a gun or pelce of = gun, snd an old
gun flint pointed et him would cesuse him to quake with fear, Never-
theless he was s great tunter, He had = buckskin bag that held
nbout a peck; this ke would fill with =smooth stones from the shore,
snd go forth and k1ll pertridpes ané rsbhits, snd sometimes he would
knock down 2 deer or caribou, eut its throst ans carry 1t home in '
triumph., He conld estch fish enytime, snd he= been known to cateh

big salmon with s bent neil tied to a chalk lihe with s etrip of red
flannel for hsit, .
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In summer ¥Mr, Pubar snent moat of hlsz time along the river. IDe
would fell gresat trees in the river to heesr them splash, and carry
great boulders up a high bank and roll them into the river. -me day

a river driver found him pleving wilth » hlg round stone: he would
cerry 1t to the top of the benk, roll it down into en eddy, dive in
and get 1t, then csrry 1t up the benk egsin, The lumbermcn with
difficulty got the rock into the wagon-bort, esrried it to the falls
antd weiched 1lt, It tipped the scrles at 412 pounds.

{ne time s crew of men were at the falls to work on o hig jam
of timber when g feker came un the river with a teme hegr, He offered
to bet 55,00 that the bear could throw any men in the ecrew, After
the hepr had dilssbled half » dozen husky lurbermen nnd got %30 of
their moncy the foreman ordered him to leave, Thiz the falker re-
fured to do. The Mhoss then =sent & men up river in = ecance sfter
Devid Pubnr, %hen he srrived flve dollers wne put up end bhe men
told *“o hrinr on his %wesr. "ubsr smrahed Fhe bear to the ground,
fell onto 1t and held it down, Thias mad-ened the hear snd 1t bhit
Bave's arm, DUonvid then csught the herr by the side of the neck and
one new »nid after thrashing it on the rocks a while, threw it over
the ledpes Inte the river, HWesnwlhlle the faker had heen slashing
Devid over the head with = heavy bear whip, Urvid esught him and
threw hiwn far ocut iInto the water gnd begen o hirl bir stones at
the mon end besr =trugpllng in the water, The erew coaxer Devid
awsy whlle the crew fished the two out of the river,..they limped .
off. Devid wes given $5.00 which he hsd earned snd five minutes
later he traded 1t with e river driver for = jews hsrp.

Hr, “ubar wpe 2 glutton; he would go from camp to ecamp snd from
house to house begglng for foed; an? sfter one of these tripa he
would be sick for e week. He did rot use tobzeco, could not he
hired to touck liguer, and wna afrald of pirls, Tvo mlschlevous
girla onece cornered him snd sttempted %o kiss him, FEe jumped through
the window end ren away with the sesh on his neck. Ee Inev nothing

pbout lying and hla word was taken as £rvth from Houlton to Fort
Bent, - ’

- The Indisna, belleving him peasseased with evil anirits, were
comewhet afreld of him., They used to give him moccesins and legpings
and Newel Fesr made him s gift of s lrrpe strong nalr of anowehoes,
With these on his feetft, we sre told that he once carried = harrel of
flour on his shoulder for a mile through 2 hrushy swemp without once

putting it down. It wes carried from e timer cemp to his hrother
Cherlea'! c=bin by moonlight.

"hile Mr. “ubar detested rum, he was very fond of MﬂlaEEEEE.‘
It 1z renorted that he once drank 2 gallon meassureful at one drink,

'Hany of kis droll sﬂyingé are stlll guoted ‘by Aroostonk people,
It wes he who saw the minlster trying to bore & hole “in n short,
rounc plece of wood of whilech he intended to meke & mallet, snd seid,

"Sey, Mr. Goodman, put thet in the hog-trough =2nd 1t esn't turn
around,” : :
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"God be’ nrﬂiﬂﬁdl" anld fhE'ﬂlﬂiEtEr, "we csn learn something
from any fool,"

"EETtEnlj, snid Devid, "that's vwhy people go to hear vou
oresch, " : | |

. he once ceught = spruce partridge: those birds nt that time
vere very tame, %When Tevid wn.s ssked how he mansged to estch 1it,
he replied, "I surrounded it,"

deck Eyers, ex-*nglish serllor, but at one time Arcostook's |

cherinlon ox tesmater, llved 1In a c¢ehin nerr the river, Kr. Lyers
- used to tell fortunes, snd one evenlng DLavid went to have hils fort-
une told, Hyers, to teat the glant's strength, told him if he'd
go dovn Lo-the landing on? bring up a big, cresm-colored rock which
lay thers, he would tell hls fortune for nothing. Bubar went rnd
got the rock, threw 1t down snd s2at on it whkile he listened to his
fortune. The rock 1s =tlll laying there;i the csbin has decnyed,
All the younj; men for miles have tried to 1ift the rock, =nd perhnps

thousand river drivers have lifted on 1t, but none conld lift 1it,
It lezyas now not far from vhere I =21t writings., -

Dave nnd his brother Chsrles were up on the Medawaska Stream
eruleing for timber,., It wes late in the fall, snd Devid was bare-
footed a= usual. There were seven miles from home and prssed the
night in an old cemp, Charles arose in tke morning and looking out
anid, "I snum, ilave, it's snowing." .

"Let 'er come," said David, "we're prepared for it,"

Time pes=zed, Charles and Lyde Ann married and settled in
homes of thelr own. As Dave was such a "terrlible fecder" and some-
what legzy they 14 not want him sround., Ee mowed into deserted
cemp where he =toyed part of the time. In atmmmer he =nEﬂ+ moat of
his time pleving shout the river sand anhqisted on wild uniuna, clams,
flsh, wild cueck'’s egirs,and berriea. "hen winter come he would visit
the timhﬂr mekers en’ hunter's camns and nll the settlers' cemps
anlong the river,

One winter the snow crme down early end the cold was intense,
'In February the show got so deep that the timber makers mansged to
get thelr teams To Thelr homes and were blockaded by anow for six
wecks. Snowshoes and heand sleds were the delly mesns of conveysnce,
Devid retired to his c¢smp and lived on venlason which he secured by
cateching the deer Iin the deep snow. FHia beloved river waa covered
de:n with snow but he had = cond suoply of crooked roots, stones,
fishkheads, shells and pleces of lo#ffing chrirns to olsvy with and was
heppy an’' contented,

For & bed he har an old camp-spread sbout 20 feet long and 8
feet wide, When he wished to retlre he would unroll thie grest
blanket snd go to the fartherest corner of the eamp, lay down, toke
one corner 1ln hls teecth .end roll toward the fire: thus he would be
rolled up llke » mummy snd as snug as a bug 1n a rug,

L]
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ne bittersnight he piled the great firenlace high with logs,
rolled up in kis blanket and went to sleep. A blg blazing log up-
ended froa the fire end fell ncross the sleeping glant's neck; be-
fore he conld extricate himself he was fatelly burned. He monnaged
to get onto his snowshoes and go to the nearest house some three

miles away.

Az no medicel rid ecould be procured, he dled a few dayas leter
in grest sgony. before he Aied re requested tkrat his remains be
‘teken to his boyhood home on the 5t, Jobn River snd be buried beslde.
his oarents who were resting ln the shsde of = bhig English willow,

S0 one mornlng the body waas rolled in s hlenket, lashed on a blg
hend aled and two men on anowshoes aterted for his old home 1in New
BErunevilck some fifty mllea distent, |

How the =tory goes that while theae men were on thelir way down
river with their ghsaatly load they atooped at s bhouse to get dinner,
lenving the sled and corpse Iln the yerd, While they were at dinner
some hogs thet were running loose tore the remalins from the sled
and dregzed 1t under the barn where 1t wsa found badly torn and
meangled. There are msny people atill living in Aroostook who re-
.member the "Aroostook gisnt", Devid Subar,

Thue ended the 1ife of the Aranstook gisnt, the firet mail
.ecarrier before snf st the time of the A roostook War,

THH FIRST PRESS EXCTTRSION

This expedition wesz finaneced by eltizens of Bangor having large
land Inkerests in Aroozatook. The members gethered st the Bangor
Haise, among them John Adams of the PORTLANT ARGTS, Mr, Flwell of
the PORTLAND TRAKSCRIPT, Rewv, J, C, Fletcher representing the
CFRISTIAN iiIRYOR, Albert G. Lermey of the BRITNIWINK TEL TRAPH, ¥r,
Cownr of the BIDDEFORD JOUTRNAL, Desrius Forbes of the HALLOWWLL .GA-
ZETTE, Deniel Plke of the ATMISTA AGE, Dr. Lothan of the MAINE
WARMER, snd Hon. ¥. K. Smart of the ROCEKLAND PREE PRESS,

The iisngor men were John H, Lynde of the WHIG Aﬂﬁ COTRITR,
Joseph 3ertlett of the JEFSOWIAW, C. P, Roberts of the DAILY FVENING
TINVFES, end Hev, Amory bnttles representine the GOSPEL BAWMYR,

Then there wes John A. Poor, formerly of Bangor, later of Port-
lznd, edltnr of the STATE OF HMAIYE, ‘the party numbered twenty-five,
They apent the last nigh of the journey at the Snell House in

Houlton. From thers they rode forty<three miles by way of Bridge-
“weter to Presgue lsle by stage nund tesm..,where they were to reat
and be entertrined wrlle attending the f=ir. They were entertsined
at the Presque lLsle House (now the rest room owned by Sidney Graves
next Delow the R, J. Smlth store) when in it= oririnsl form and
length, sd in the home= of the peonle,

These guests and visltors enjoyed the Fair, met the neople, were
entertsined in thelr homes, snd taken over the tovrns in the county.
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They vislted in Fort Feirfleld, and were telen up and over Limestone
by the lete lawyer Trafton. They were feted upon sll the good
things of which Aroostook could boast, even 1te milk ~nAd honey.
They saw its lands ond its producticons, 1ts foreats end timher, 1ts
river, lskes, broad ridges and velleye, LThey were as & whnle ex-
centionally bright and -intellirent men, such s= you would expect
would be sent out on such a missinn and expedltlon. +they returned
+o their homes and wrote up Aroostook in theilr papers as suck could
e did in & ecsndid, discerning, snd truthful wey. It spreed a
knowledge, n& they as= 1t and 1t went .broadeeet over the state, It
‘wos & preat advertlisement to boast Arcostook County.

"he following 18 teken from the ARONSTAOY PIOWFTYR, Oct. 19, 1B5HE
THF AROCSTOOX EXPEDITION

Wihe recent viesit of so many of our brother editors.to Aroos-
took blds feir to become as prominent In the history of the stete.
as the femous Arcostook War, It 1s alrendy denominated Dby the
papers as the AROCSTOO¥ EXPFDITION, As our resders are anxioualy
locklng for the "oninions of the nreas”, upon this expedition, we
nropose to copy portlons of the correspondence, snd hepln by meking
the following extrret from the TANANR WHIG, written by our fun=-loving
friend, Iunde, The letten is d-ted st Presque lzle October 61

'Wrom Eoulton to Presgue Isle, eg far ns the eye gan reach, on
eitter side of the rosd the lan” 1= covered by = thick growth of
herdwood, witl an oeccasiomal low svot where cedsrs flourish; or the
whole line, there ie hardly -a rod of lend thet la not rultable for
ferming, snd better lend e¢rn not be found in eny part of the Unlon,
In many places there sre clearings, but a large nert of the distance
nothirz tut boundless foreste ¢cen be seén.

]

'Persons who sre Ffrmilisr withk tre land of the Vestern States
snd Pennsylwvnnle =zay the* trese lan s FPre equrl to any they have ¢
ever seen there:; snd +that in elim-te, heelth, cte., the Arpostook
je infiritely supericr Yo the “est,

1Some of onr perty supaosed that Aroostook wna r poor, uUn-
fertile region where it wes almost impoaslible to obtaln a liveli-
hood. To suchk, the fertile soll ond the cultiveted T'lelds efford
an egreenble surprlse snd septiefled them thet in polnt of ndvantages,
witl: the exception of communicstlon with the reat of the world,
Aronstook isg eyusl to uny pert.of New England.

‘in Houiton #nd Presuyve Isle, end on the road between these two
points, we noticed meny nert, cosy, comfortable fdarm houses, with
lerge ond commodious barns, snd in slmost every field were fine
horses snd good c¢-ttle and sheep, We were exceedingly grstified
ts see the excellent flocks of sheep, many of them showing unmia-
tak-ble m-rks of the hreeds which are now of the most popular wlth
the sheep fenciers of Hew York and Fpssachusetts, Neerly every
f1eld snd farm yerd shows n flock of cholce sheep. The c-ttle are
plso very fine animels--some of them showing evlidences of good
hlood, "e noticed the most numerous, but they were the Durheme
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and hkerefords, bul the Devon blood spmears in meny of the gﬂungeb
ﬂEtElE. In this Adepeartment owing teo the exertions of J. W, Ecines
of Fort .Feliprfield end ﬂt?ﬂrﬂ, Aronstook 1= but little hebind her

eleter eounties,!

"In asddition to the above, we give the folloving extrzct from
the correspondent of the RANGOR TIMES, as wé suppose our readers will
feel interested in the report of the editorisl corps:

Ancd we gqnote,... ¢
Presgue Isle, Maline
Thuredsy, Cctober 7, 1858

Lesving Houlton yesterday morning with 2 breecing northwest wind,
the party hed the privilege snd nlessure of = continustion of the
view of the fine farme ant land to make them of as good m= lies out
of doora anywhere, on the road to this plnace, The country possesses
qulte s£8 mich interest In its naturel state ag where the hand of
mpn had. been ot work, The milea of ridge previcus resching Presque
Iale, were the theme of asdmirstion. The noble growth of hard wood
bears witneas to herven of the strength of the soll in which they
sre rooted, nnd*to ite capacity for supporting n race of men, com-
perebls to itself, snd on honor te the Btate, The future of Arecos-
took seems indelibly traced b the hond of the Almighty in this
strong snd generous =0ilj snd, ag sure as the sun rises to his course
and looks upon the masnificence of these vest forests which respond
with the glednesc and pomp of eutumnal decor&tion, this region is

destained fto bear a large, lndurtrious an® wvirtuous populstion thst
shall do honor to Mclre end rmaterially add to her wealth snd proa-
perity. These swells of land, now typleally golden in their nstural
scenery of the yellow harvests that shall adorn them, nre in reserve
forth strong hend and the [rithful soul of the coming settler,

Our perty mede their entry into town sbout four o'clock this
alternoon rnd were pleassntly surprised by the neat, fresh, and
. Vigorous villege which seems here to hsve risen ar by megic, A 1org =
collection of people were preseat from the sdjescent country from a -
conslcderable dlstynce, and the members of the party were immedistely
taken in cloze cuztody by the warm hospitality of the people snd

plezasnt quarters were provided in their dwellings, Ye were strange.,'s
ant: were taken In,

The cettle show, which openecd in the morning was nearly closed
upon our arrivel, muck of the stock: having started for rome: but
from what remained in oxen, bulls, sheep and horses, a highly
favorable impression wes recelved of the stock-producing capscity
of the county. The quslity of the sheep iz not surpassed enywhere
in the Stete beside, and we believe unequalled in Vermont.

In thce evening s publie meeting wes held in the school-house
which wss denasely fllled by ladies snd gentlemen, st which the edit-
oriel frsternity were present. J. 38, Hsll, editor of the ARNQSTOOK

PIONEFR who 1s 1n: centering acted as cha¥rman. Three hours wera
consumed In speeches from various members of the oarty expressive of
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their feelings upon what they had witnessed on thelr way hither and

their estimation of the thesrscter of the soll snd future prospects of
the ecountry. Speeches were made by Messrs, John A, Poor, F. K. Smart,
J. ¢. Fletcher, L. 0, Corresn, J, I. Gllmsn, Den. T. Plke, Joln M,
Adams, who held the attention of the audience with thelr eloquent
discourae, in which humor was duly sprinkled with esrnest sentiment,

Remarks heling called from indiders the people of the nelghbor-
hood, Mr, beines of M=ple Urove, Fort Felrfield, made the moat ine-
tereating talk of the evening, eloquent in the simplicity of its
stotements nnd in the certeinty of 1its flgure=, "hen he first came in-
to the c¢ountry from lhennebec, =nd saw by comparison with the region
he ceme from, the richness of the land he could not aleep for the
thought of it, and he felt that the country asz soon as its merits
should be known., YHe had been properous Iin health and incresse of
femily, snd in worldly goods since ke came to the country, .His
doctor's bill, which was formerly considersble, became in his new
home reduced to almost nothing. |

October 26, 1858
(Bro. Poor from the STATE OF MAIVE, writing from Presque Isle sAyst)

e

"The representstions put forth of the severity of the climsata
of Aroostook nre disposed of at once by & zimple reference to its
phyzical geography., We could see evidence of this in the cheracters
‘'of the forest growth all along our route, The lower grounds sbound
In eesdsr pnd other blsck growth, but the ridges produce rich forest

of maple, beech and blreh, with » moderzste supply of black growth
intermissed, The =o0ill 1= formed of argillaceocus salste, end lime-

stona, yleldling wheat and other cereals, hay and potatoes in
abundance,

"Phe land improves ss you advance toward the Arcostook River
sné¢ the ridges in the reglon of Presque Isle are equel to the besat
lends irn western rew York, or in the bassin of Lake llemphremagog,
the 'Psradlse!' of Vermont.

"Our party wes lncreased on the way by friends from Houlton and
on reaching Presque Isle, = gethering of 1000 peovnle greeted us on
our arrival, the party was tlcketed out in good qusrters, some
going pa far a3 three mileg to find lodpings., The hosplitable man-
glon of Sumner Whltney, Eaq., 'Weyor of Presque Isle!, was msade-
hesdquarters, where we found admirable accomodetions and sbundant
cheer, Our friends of the AROONSTOOK PIONEFR, Jos. B. lall, E®aq.,
met us with =2 cordlal welcome, though aurnrised and delighted with
the fulness-of our renk, 3ro. Bartlett, of the JEFTSOMNIAN, h-d gone
;hfﬂf as our purveyor, s¢ thrt the froternlty had nothing to care

Or 4 -

"Of the Exhibition iteelf, 14 i1s sufficient to say thet 1t was
highly crediteble 1n every resnect. The neat stock wea fine, the
houses good, the sheep excellent. The lack of shelter ot the villsge
hed compelled the farmers to seatter nortions of the stock before our
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arrivel. ¥arm producta were of t he best gquality, whest, oerta, bucks-
whest, asnd potatoes were nll well grown, and the daolry products of
the best flavor. The specimens of cloth, of furniture, and of hand
mamalactures were beyond our expectations., 0Our chlef purpose in this
exhilhitlon was to see the s0il and the natural products of Arocoatook,
- the land and the forest growth, These we had found on the wa¥y, a
s0ll sulted to the production. of fooda, s= n growth that indicated
its fertlillty with a mild and sslubrious elimnte, What man hsd al-
repdy accomplished in the way of cnltivation was,of secondary import-
ance =23 the arts of life sare sure to follow the settlement of the

countrvy,

"e unhesltatingly pronounced the Aroostook Country the "Garden
of Falne', and we apy that any young mon who goes West without first
exploring the Aroonstook reglon, acte very unwleely, ond verv in-
juriously to hi= own immedirte Interests,"

FIRST DISASTROITS FIHE
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, WAY 13, 1860
'.EEIE ARQOSTOOK FPIONEFR of May 22, 1860 assya:
THE GREAT FIRE lﬂﬁd |
_ PRESOUN ISLE PARTLY DESTROYRED
NIVETEEN SYILDINGS BIFRNED
. LOSS 25,000

A terrible firc swept over our village one sundey afternoon
oy l3th, destroying a lerge portion of 1it, and threatening destruc-
tion to the whole town. For some days during the week previons,
fires had heen furlously raging in the woods in Mayeville on the
west side of the Preaque Isle Stream. The weather had been ary aso
long thet the fire ran along the trees glrost as rapldly as 1t would

on & dry prairle,

On the dey wmentloned, at about three o'clock in the afternoon,
the woods belonging to Solomon Psrasons on the west benk of the stream
Just abresst of the lower part of the villape were all in flames,
and the wind blowing from the west swent the fire acroass the atream,
burning every "uilding in its ranpe, It was a terrible alght to see
property destroyed, in n single movement, which the hsnd of honest
induetry had been years in accumulsting. '

All the lower part of the villapge was destroyed, =né hed it not
been for the moat strenuous exertiosne, and eareful watching on the
nart of the eltizens, the whole Vville=ge would hsve been in ashes,
Sparks and cinders would fly through the air for a distance of a
mile or more, When a bullding csught on fire 1t took but z few mo-
ments for 1t to burn, In many instences the inmantes could barely

[
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escespe with what clothing they haed on, 1%t being lmposeible for them
to scve anything from the house. Others were more lucky, having
removed all the furnishings they convenlently could to g placé of

comparstive snfety when the fire first ¥rnke out in the villege,

weny femllies 2re In a mtate of utter destitution and sre de-
gerving, and we trust Will receive sympethy sn? mnterisl aid from
the communlity. . - , '

hese of our cltlzens who hsve been preserved from this awful
enlanity are Dehnving seneronsly towerds the sufferers, sz becomes
good nelghbors esnd Chriastiens., Famllies who have been turned from
their homea find = hearty welcome st the hearthstones of thoaes vwho
heve been aparcd, -

A number of young mechanics who hed been emnloyed here a vear
or tvo los=t everythling they vossessed - tools, c¢lothing snd money,

THE FOLLOWING RUILDINGS WERE BURNED

A new oullding, a dwelling hovse belongling to Yr, "illism Cam=-
ber snd oaccupled by Mr, Ziaskop - every article of furnliture wes econ-
sumed, ‘the dwellling boust of ¥Mr, Jdemes Dunn with 2ll its furniture
weg destroyed. Ueorge Morher's honse and bern with rll their con-
tents were lost, Jamez MeoCleavea'! houge, stable, tannery, witk all
furniture, tools, an® everything sbont the premises were burned,
lshon and ye's Blacksmitk Shop with all tools was destroved, S -

The building belonglng to Jeorpge FHell, the uoner nsrt occunied
by Mr. Hpll snd ér. D, G, Reed with their femilies went: the lower
pert wns Mp, BEnll's cearrlege shop.' The furmiture of both femilies
burned, ng did some slxteen carrlages Iin rme sbout the huilding,
This is s severe loss to Mr. Hell whn 1as »ell deserving =ond enter-
prizins & young men aa the communlty cesn borst,

A dwelling house owned end occunied by «r. 7lidden, dwelling
house of MNr. “‘corge Dingee, J. Deckerdeffls house and stable, dwell-
ing house of “arren thighes, a new and umoccunied house belonging to
Hiram Church snd palso the house and barn helonging £o +the seme gentle-

m=n znd occupled by C, Church anﬁ family = all were destroved, The
latter bulldliwg was insured for 400 and “he only ‘milldine bhurned
on which there wss inenrsnce, |

fhe =scademy bullding was entirely consumed, and with it the
furniture end otker artiele=s helonging to the Peckwonds Divieion of
5. T, (Zons of Temperancc), The estimsted loas 1is 425,000, Aid was
sent from 5oston to the unfortunate sufferers, |

Foaton
Mry 22, 1860

~ %e the underslpned acyusintances asnd friends of kr. David
iadley of Presque lIsle, hearing through him of the loss and the
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suffering of his neighbors by fire harehg expreas our symostly for
tte sufferers =nd to relieve them, wisk ®r. Dudley to dlatribute
the sumes set agsinst our names in such manner sz he thinks willl
beset relieve the asufferers:

Wellington, Grosc & Co. %100,00

Tarbell » Dana & Co . 100 = 00
eorpe C, Wales 25,00
W, W, Kendrick % Co, 25.00
Coverly, knenp & Co, 2h o 00
Craa,., HRichardson & Co, 25,00
Bripgs & Co, - 25,00

The reeclpients of this momey ﬁiﬂhiﬁﬁ‘tﬂ exnresa thelr thenks
in an eppreclintive menner have Zrawn un gnd =ziimed the followling
cor? of thanks, snd hended it to us for rablicetion,

e the underalimnd, sufferere by the flre in this place, wilizshing
to mele some suitable scknovledgement to the generous Norton gentle-
mén above namcd for zuch uvmasunl pgifts to strrngere in Adlztress,
teke thils method of exvressing to them our gratlitnde, feeling 1t
mor: sensibly, from the fact o 1fts belng =0 unexpected?

dnmea ounn and wife

J, MeClenves and wife
F. 4, Blatop ond wife
George Hall ang wife

D. 3. Reed anr wife

C. Church gnd »ife
ireorge- Dingee pnd wile
W, Pughes pné wife
“1lliagm Camber and wife
reorge Mosher pnd wife

THE CAUSE OF THE CIVIL WAR

There had been a restless sand growinr sense of convietion for
many years of the grest injustice of slavery ss an institution, pro-
tected by law, existing under the Flag which declared it flosted
over a natlon of [ree men snd vomen end landi, There wos an uncounted
number of nations most intellectuvrl and fer-seeinpg sr well as fore-
crating cl™izens vho bellewved thet as » notlon we were professing
onc thing =nd eeting another, Thet Abrahem Lincdln was inspired
when he pave utterance to the declarstion "thet 2 nation could mo
more live kelf drunk end helf =sobher, +than it ecould helf =zlrve snd
belf free,”

Great disgestisfactlion, still growlrg and lvcreasing exlsted
over the rpct of Congreas by which the Flssourl Compromise of 1RBZ20
wes estublished: “The Dred Scott cnse sné the Fugitive S5lave Laws,
and Underground fnllweys existed," witl thelr sed snd barrifying
arid terrorlzing =acanes were ornctised, The diascusalons of these
suerstions in Gﬂﬂgrﬁua =snd by the men of the countrv in nulpits =and
the lecture platform= of the Horth... The story of the invesion:
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of ¥enass, resulting in outrages snd murders whlch were devilish
ond unencdur-ble. The mas=sult of Cherles Summers, one of the
noblest son= of Massachusetts... All these were antagonizing =nd
dividing the relntiona, politiecally =nd religliously, between the
North snd the South.

Such rcts comine: one efter the other inflemed Fhe publie mind
to the verge of unendurance, Farriet Zeecher Stowe's "Tmcle Tom's
Cobin"” had been written and circuleted as perlhanpes no novel of reform
hed bheen before; hed been read by perents end chlldren, by politi-
clrng. ., .ant people ln every wslk of life, I¢ta Influence was more
universsl snd far-rerching es 1t pictured the rlistory of a alave,
the sorrows of the suction block, the slave cebln, and the cotton
field end proved itself the novel of great reform,.. It ceame as an
inspiration divinely given and aa such wae reed with 1ts telling
end natiowide influence. Add to these snother influence llike that
of wendell Philline, %illisms Lord .Esrison, John.P. ksle, Charles
Summers, senry #dard Beeccher, nn® many of thepulpits of the country
were wroucsht up to a nlteh of exeltement, and condltiors which lead
to p atete of affoirs beyond any possible hope of settlement.

In 1860 Abrahsm Lincoln hed been elected sz Presldent, end
notwithstendine all hlis assurances of fa2lrness to the south gnd
disirelinstion to Interfere wlth slavery where 1t lawfully exlsted,
"his election wes consldered by the south A3 s regaon for disunion
and seperatlion "And eleven Southern S+stes led by South Carolina
- declared for Secesslon uniting As the Confederste Statea of Americe,”

THE AR BEGITN

tThe first rebel p;un fired st Fort Sumter April 12, 1861, which
led to 1ts surrendsr by #¥rjor Hobert Anderson on April 14, 1861,
"rouzed the pabriotiam of the north, united sll perties, or hetter
obliterated sll parties and vhen rthe Preairfent's cnll of April 15th
for 75,000 men was fleshed over the wlres the enthuaiasm was =so
grent that & million vould have offered thelr services 1f rejuired
ancd 1f thev counld heve heen armed snd fed,”

PRESQITE ISLE IN THE GIVIL WAR

"of all the maﬁﬂifiﬁant par=des tkis country hes seen" wes thet
of the victorious veterasns in interest snd glednes= of unexpressshle
" Joy =11 over the rreater nort of the nation was the grend review of

the armies of =he Union as they merched down Pennaylvasnip Awenue to
the White Fomige on Vey 23 and 24, 1865,

ithe mosat eruel, heartless, and bloody war In the world's history
un to thia time had been bhrongkt to & trivmohsnt close by the sur-
render of (ten, Hobert F. Lee to Gen, Tlysses S5, Grent at Anoomattox
on Anril 9th, and the surrender of Joklnston's and =11 other con-

federste srmles erat of the ¥Mlsslissippl by the military conceasion
-of Aprll 20th.
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The very seme flag thet flosted from the flagstaff of Fort Sum-
ter and was lowered by Eajor Robert Anderson April 14, 1861 was agsin
floating over Fort Sumter, rsiszed by Ereveb Kajor Genersl Robert &n-
deraon on the 1l4th of April 1265, the fourth annlverssry to celebrsaste

thrillingly the rescred nestlonal supremity of the nstlion on the spot
where the great battles were firsi herun,

It may not be out of place to Here state to our readers that on
this same evening of khat day, the beloved and tender-hearted presi-
dent hnd been a vietim of the mmmity end hrte of the mourners of a

lost c-use, by the bullet of John Wilkes Booth st Ford's Thester in
wWashington, |

The Sundny following the tregic death (Friday evening if I re-
member right) the pulpites of the north, esst =nd weszt v»ald tributes
toc the imortal it larienteff preasgdent whe hpd heen g friend of agll

with a love, charity, sniimpartislity ne was never witnessed dis-
pleved before, 4

mey 18th py speclal orders No. 239 "“ar Depsrtment, sdjutant
general's office, a grend review by General OGrant, President Johnston
end cabinet,..ordered to sll armlies then nesr 7"shincton to take plece
iny 22 and £4. The night before the review the grmies camped in the
streets of the enpitol; when the hour came for review, the srmies of
the Potomec led the wny around the capitol and dovn Pennsylvania Avenue
past the reviewlng stsnd at the White louse. “ith tattered flags,
faded uniforms - the cmblem of service and exposure - true veterans,
cheered by thouns-nds they marched with pabrilotlic stride such as only
viectors of finel trlumph could after four long years, with steps
2oon burned towerde home, . ,

There were the men from Predericksburg, Gettysburg snd the 24th
army of Sherman who had heen In the 2000 mile march in fighting and
hac jolined fGrent »t the nation's capitol, There were "sixty-five
thouasnd veterana who hed won each sn honor for his =hield without

device st Chattanooga, Dslton, Rescer Henesaw or Atlants, in the -

of’ the Tennesee under Henends, in the army of Georgla under Soloron,
in the army of Chlo under Schofileld, or in the cavalry division under
Kilpitrick," For two Asys the review of Jor and plsdness contined
with deen greatitude thst peace had come at last to stey,

Lt may be well for us who do not “now but have inherited the
legacy bequeathed to us hy the sacrifices of these vetercns, "if

the ¥War of tre Hebellion ended with =0 rmech rejoicing by what was
inaurareted, " .

Pri.vswiis ISLAYS PATRIOCTISH
znad
FIRSY SOLDIERS TD FRLIST

I? erﬁinﬁrnf Presque Isle's natriotism and sacrifice in the
Civil M™at, 1t mist be remembered that the entire number of nollas or



voters in 1860, 1861 and 1862 ... were 2000 in the county, HMaeny of
the fomilles were large =nd poor snd dependent, -

Ihere were no r=2lilroeds in Aroosto~nk then and many of our =oldlem
walked from thelr homes and towns s dlstence of 155 miles to Wangor,
Fanr of them were young and in theiy teens, I remember two young men
in Westfield who had just come to the county when the war broke out,
'They had purchrsed their lots and were mal"ing clenrings; they were
‘Cyrus Chase and Levi Reed., <Yhey left their wildernesz homes and en-
listecd, Another was Charles Allen who had been on hls ferm sbout one
venr, -“¢ left his young wife in the woods =and went to war, Like in-
atorces were found all through the plantatlonas as well as in the new-
mede tormsa, So the young men of our cowmty showed thelr patrlotlam
by serving thelr country, '

SECOID PAPER PUBLISHED
THE "SUKRISE" 1860

. The second paper publlshed wns the SUMRISE, edlited by Danlel
Stickney, g well informed and gvid reader, A very sympathetle and
emotlonal man vho rived snfl dled in town =snd who was a prolific
writer, he wrote gp the town & Presque Isle and the County, To him
" the county owed mach for 1ts: early edvertlsing. He spent hias last
veara in Presgue Isle, He attendef the 3Brptizt Church after he came
to Presque iIsle in the vinter of 1880, sand was one of its financlal
supportere and friends in bullding ita first church edifice, from
wkEick he wns burled, Whercupon hls gravestone in Feirmont Cemetery
which merks his resting place beers the Inscription whieh bespesnks a
real revelation of the mang

"Daniel Stickney born 'lovember 25, 1804, Died August 16, 1894,
mtll 18 years of ege s farmer's boy: 25 years a mechanie and teacher
of common achoolaj 25 vearsa & lay preacher of the goapel as taught
by Tavid in the twenty-third psalm, by Jesus Christ in the Zermorn on
the: Mount, by Paul upon ¥ars Hill to the Atheniansz, end in the
twelfth chanter of Romans=, For over fourteen yvears propristor and
editor of the Presque lIsle Sunrlise; a Republicen from his earlieat
recollectlion to the day of his deanth, alwaye regerding the Demoeracy
of peliticians with perfect cormtempt,”



