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CHAPTER XVII
THE XORTPERN MAINE PAIR

The soclety's vote: the zrounds snd oroperty
of the Horthern Malne Fair Asszncleation: the -
Horthern Maine ¥elr,

When the soclety voted to accent and sopt the report of the
trusteen end members without a dissenting vote for the purchnase of
thia property snd the permshent loestion of the Fesir in Presgue
Tsle, it was the most importent sction in the progress of the
Soplety which had ever been consummeted,

“his was not the act of Preague Isle's citlzens, nor of the
lesders, as I recall it., There wns but bne oplnion expreassed:
Fort Prirfield led, Epston, Msrs Hill and Westfleld were for 1%,
GCastle Fill, Kepleton, ~shlsnd, Wsshburn snd Osribou were for 1%,

“here wea no controversy or diviaion, It should be st the
mnet central pleee, which would accommodebte all. Preaque lsle was
the most central place and bed the best railrosd facllities st the
time snd prospechively.

That it mey be plain ton the future, we glve the ounkstanding
reasonas - '

1. 1t gave .the Soclety s nermanent home in s eentrel loestlon
ahout equal distence from adjnining towns, which were to hbe its
hest.and most lovel supnorters, as it hes =iree been nroved, snd
most acecessible Yy rollroesd,

, e lt.ﬁlﬁﬂ genved this lsnd and ner¥ from heing leid éﬁt T4
honse lots snd =zold, :

B This wes slso the commencement of hetter snd grester
work and enlargement 1n s1ll depsrimentes snd exhihits of the feir,

~ Trése condlitions, with the coming of the B, & A, Rallroad
which immediztely lollowed, plus new bulldinms Pullt on the grounds
begsn et once to give grester succees and money returns then even
the most optimistie friends of the 3oclety had dared to hone.

I have written of the first thirty vesrs of the Society'a
1ife and history with which the nioncer fathers esnd mothers had to
contend in the esteblishment of the Northern Aroostock Agrleunl-
thral Society. Yotwlthatanding all the Jdi7fienltle= of nioneer
1ife, they never mifsed a year without a Fair even in the dsrk daya
of the Civil %®ar, but once,

From 1390 on through the veers of thls decade the prosperity
of the Narthern Maine Fair kept pece with the growth snd increased ©
wealtk of the comnty. Hew and enlsrged tulldings were mede, more
_end lsrger premiums were offered, larper attendence and patronege
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orme as the grest nrosperity, which has made 211 Aroostook noted
for its production and weslth, have all combined in meling the
Hopthern Haine Falr one of the hest in the State... -

Epving glven this hesty skebch and running ontline of the

early history, we will nov give the readers some of the speclal
festures of the Felr, '

*rat, let me say that the new exhibition building =nd hall
which wes written u»s end a cut of which served in the chanter pro-
ved n source of great value, and received meny worde of comnenta-
tinn, setlsfectlon, snd of heartfelb anpreciation by exhibitora,
friende and visitors. :

...ien and women are annmually, snd more end more coming to
Aroostook at the time of the Northern Maine Felr,

The new hall econteining 12,000 feet of floor space was nacked
with 211 kinde of farm nroducts, fruits, dairy exhibits, plckles,
preserves, csmmed frult, berries, plums, vegatebles, snd nomeless
field snd garden crops. There were so many axhihlits it is useleas
to nsme them:; them included ladies' fency work, ringes, mslecal
instruments, ete. But 1f oné supposes for s moment that the Aroos-
took lpdies are lacking in skill, taste and veraatility, they have
only to visit thelr homes or the Exhibifion Hall of the Worthern
¥nine Falr te convince them of their mis taken ldess,

TEE GROUNDS AWND PROPERTY OF THE NORTHERN MAINE FAIR

At the +ime of the —urchase of the Borth Arcostook Agricul-
tursl Fortieultural Soclety from Jshnson and Fhelr In 1842, the
- Soeiety came inbto pessession of 25 mcres of land snd a few bild-
ings inclvding a slxty foot exhitition hall used slso for offi-
cisl hesdquarters; = few pens for stock, and a few horas stalls ~
“with a trsck for racing which was in rether poor condlition. In
this condition the Society lsbored on with somewhat more hone and
antisfaction na in the esrly eiphties the Canadlen Preifie Rail-
rosd pushed further into the county and made its way un the Aroosg-
tool River to Ceribou and Presque lsle. *his brought incressed
advanteges for transportation and made Aroostook easier te reach,
a new why to send its produets to the markets end for people to
pet in and out of the county. Everything felt the quickening
touch which the coming of this rallrond brought snd farms brought

igher irilcesz and were more sought.

The Xorthern #aine Fair also ahows the reésult in o small way
in the county's uplift and progress., TFxcurglons to the county
beecame more frequent, The power and Influénce of the Press be-
game more ceneral - sll this helped the Felr, snd encovrsped the
mensgerient to meke improvements and en incrense of nrewmlums,

The Bangor and Aroostook Hnilrosd was chartered, bonds lasued,
money raised, snd the road built., It came up through the wilderness
to the "Garden of Haine." :
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The cominz of the Bangor and Arcostook Reilroad touched alls
new blocks spreng to accommodate trade, new hankes to furnish mom ¥y
for new enterprise which flourished, new churehes and sehonls were
built to honse the people snd educste their ehildren, .

The 0ld Arooatook psssed and was left, and the new and greater
Arooetool came sn? hss contirued to grow until now it ranks first
-smong New England countles; the only county in the Eazt to surpass
1t is Leneaster County, Penne, The firet county 1s Los Angeles
County, Cazlifornia, with 1ts crons the value at the farm was %14,
720,800,00 s few years ago. Then came Lencaster Coimty in Penn,,
one in Washington, four in Illinols shesd of Arpontook, whiech pro-
duced crops worth $10,161,000.00 to the growers. But this does
not tell the story by all mesns, In value of fhe créps per ncre,
Aroostonk rendered third, $£% per scre.

THE WORTHERK KAINE PAIR

The tirast of these was the Incorporation on July 16, 1850 of.
+he Narth Areonstook Agricnltursl snd Horticultural Soclety, Its
firat meeting was held in Presque Isle on February ©2, 1850, Its
first wresident wes J. Windgste lainrs of Fort Palrfleld; first
ageretary was Joseph B, Fall of Presgue Isle, Its incorporation
consisted of 23 of the lemding citizens of s clrele of towns and
plentations of growiny Aroocstook. Ita first fpir wes held in
Presyue Ide in 1881,

But as tre history of this soclety is to be given in a chepter
by iteelf, we hear sayinge such ae, "It wes oné of the Inetitutions
started snd meintsined by the pioneersz without an cmission since
its ineorporation in 1880,"

Tt msy not be out of plsee in this connertion te allow brilefly
« word of the mer who was choren se the first president of what 1s
now "The Northerm Weine Foir", J. Windgete Halnes, and his coming
to Aroostoolk,

: "In 1844, Hr, Haines obtained s grant of 1000 scres of land
on which he was to btulild a saw mill on the Weeks (leter cslled the
Jotnaon) Srook. Twenty vears before, hp, Weeks hed come snd had
settled st the mouth of thls brook. e held a land patent from
ilgw Pyupawick and claimed all the land where the village of Fort
Pairfield now stands,” '

Yr, #sines wez what would be termed a “yuatlar“. He esame to '
Aroostook from Hallowell, Kennebec County. He csme throush the
woods with =ilong string of oxen which he drove from his netive
town, heuling by these ox-teams all his household gooda, provisiona,
machinery for hir mill snd his famlly. i brought with him the
#irst blooded csttle snd hogs that no doubt ever ceme into the
town or county. He was a lover of good stock and his influence
wns far-rezching in this direction and was seen and felt throngh
all the yesrs of kis 1ife and was handed down ta his children, who
kept up the femily interests through all the yenrs of the 1Bth



~103=

centurys and for over half -a century the Hereford White Feolls were
aeen annually ab -the Northern Haine Feir, ss long == his son Albert
11ived on the well-kmown and historle ferm nt Kaplegrove, Fort Fnir-
field...nnd for nearly 150 yeara the people of Presque Iszle stood
upon the streets to see the siring of liepaford Cattle, usually thirty

in nurber, ss they passed on thelr way to the fairgrounds.

The influence of %indgate Hpines and his famlly did more than
will ever be realized or written, -

This was the beginning of the blooded cattle Iindustry of Araos=
tooks snd up to years of the ninetiea, and for nearly halfl a century
the nld érivers or cattle-men took lerge droves of cattle and sgheep
from Aronstook to.the Brighton, Hassachusetts marlteis, Rsiaing
atoek ineluding horses and colts was one of +he chief Industries of
the fermer=, in fact, they largely depender upon ‘their stock a= one
of the main suoporhss of the family,. '

by, Moines wee & semple of theploneer men who made and maine
toined the Horthern Msine Falr for ite forty years of eaxistence.

HORTHERN BAINE FALR REACHES Q0TE AMNIVERSARY IN 1940

This yeanr the Northern Haine Falr will celebrate 1ts ©0th birth-
dsy. Uhls show started so meny yenrs ago haz grovn from an obacure
beginning into s movement thet effects the lives of thousands of
people in Aroostooks Its exhibitions have areasted mn outlet for
presenting to thoussnds of its patrons en inside picture of the vast-
neas smnd poszibilities of the greatest sgricultural county easst of
the Mississippl. Its founders plonned well for the future, though
thelr efforts at first mist have been discoursping, Its sctivities
are county-wide and the falr hss come %o be recognized e ona of the
beat of its kind In Few England,

For many years this {sir wsg knowm as the Rorth Aroostook Agrie-
cultural ent Forticultural Soclety, Thile soclety was rormed in 1B5Q
‘but the first veark records of ite exlstence ore miznsing and it is
{mpossible Lo sbate its firet nresident.

The firet meeting of which there ﬁas s record Kept wsz held on
Pebrnary 27, 1866. ‘This was the snmual mecting end it wmight be Iine-
terestins to give here the secretary's report. '

Mieeting crlled to order by the preasidemt., On motion of B, C.
filske voted that a comaliree of five be nominested by the chair to
nominate officers of the Soeiety for the ensuing yesrg ¥, O, Blake,
vobln Allen, hirem Stevens, J, D. Plke and Summer Whitnew was that
comrittee, Adjourned %o one o'elock p.m,

4 :

Mot mccordins to sdjournment, the oresident in the chslr. The
comrithee to nominate s list of officers =inde thelr report as followa:
Por President - - David foster of Presgue Isle |
For Vice-president - - I, Hardison of Letter E
#or Vice-president - - Henry Holfe of Letter &
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For Vice-president -- E. 3, Fowler, liaple Grove N
Recording and corresponding Secrebary -=- 5, fummings, #aple Growe
Preasurer snd Gollector -- Joel Bean, Letter G '
agent == J. %, Hsines, Maple Grove =
Wemhers of the executive committee for the Stete Apricultursl
Soclety Joseph D. Plke of Presque Isle, on motlon of Hirsm Stevens
the trustees meie thelr report after which the tressurer mode & PAr-
tiel renort buk owing to some ontshending orders was riot ahle o
report fully. ’ :

"on motion of B. Gumﬁinga voted that the trustees und trEasuref
do not have pay for the future of thelr servicesa,

Wrhe Speietr then hook un the report of the eomrittee to nomi-
note p list of officers snd sccepted the. renor® by gleotins each
officer recomvended sevarately.” '

The above was taken from the city editlon of the Star Hernld,
It conktirmes giving a brief sketch of = nerlod of -time until the
nerliod of todny. Indavy Preaque Isle and Aroostoolk 1s proud of the
annual fair. 'The buildings are well-tzken care off, snd many improve-
ments heve bBesn made., +he Star Berald continnes: "The Horthern
Heine Feir is n gigentic ‘proposition snd in 1682 1ts assets were
liskted at more thean 75,000."

It was Guring the perlod thet films of the Falr were made and
shown here sn? they are aomething thet wlll be of even wmore value
in the vesrs Lo come, #8 showing jJjust what %he greet exhibitlon and
in enterteinment snd facllitles. ’

Tt was in 1925, I believe, thet the Horthern Eaine Falr Asso-
clation voted o sell pll of 1fs property to the borthern Maine
Fsir, a stoeclholder's organization, '

fhe firet meeting of the stockholders of the Northern laine Fair
was held =t the local nmnidipsl he1ll on Janunsry 18, 1920,

The officers cheosen at that time were sa followas
Secretsry =- CGlayton Stecle

ipgpsurer -- M. S. W, ¥Yingwsll ' '
President -- Herbert EKltchen

Directors:s

Uennis {ietchsll, Limestone ' V., %, Wilder, t%ashburn
George Reed, Fort Falrfield : ¥, P, Griffin, Carlbou
‘stetson Hessey, Msrs Eill ¥, 7, Perry, Preaque lsle

7, E. PFoughton, Fort Felrfield Bdwin Psrkrst, Presque Isle
Boyd Flewelling, Easton George Washburn, Presjue Isle
tugh Jameson, Presque Isle H, W, Kitchen, Presgue Isle

A. E. Hovt, Presgue lsle . : ¢, %. ¥ngliash, Prasque Isgle
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It was nlsc voted that vesr te have an execuklve committee with-
in the hoard of Adirectors, The foliswing were appointed onthe
committeea, .

in a M$¥ meeting of that 7ebwr the nrganlzatlion voted to chenge
the detes of 1ts snmuel mee®inrz %o the first ¥ondsy in Jaumuaryj it
elao vobed to build a two~story officers' bullding on the grounds,

In 1829, John H, Wilson served gs the efflcient publicity direc~

tor of the P=ir, that gentlemsn havin: served very canahl? ton in the

same cepasclty for the local Merchants ‘Assocletion,

It ig interesiting to know thet from 1924-31 the revermue from

ground rent at the fair more than doubled under the ef“icient dl-
rection of ﬂ Fred Grent, Supt. of fhrounds,

In 1831 the Falr purcheased some sghare of “ha Pregque Isle
Yiotel Compeny. -

-&nother move to further promote the csusge of *he rnciﬂ# Fame
in this section was made in 1938 when the orgsnlzetlon set un 2 %500
purae known as ‘the Horthern Maine Falr Uolt Futurity Open to laine
ond the Heritime Provinces to be raced in 1942,

The Horthern kaine Falr through the years has msnagzed to keep
going, though iike meny others it has had vears when it loat money
in running the annual show, but 1%t bas had more proflitable wyears
then lazing ones, and is desﬂrviﬁr of the whﬂlﬂhearted nupnnrf of
a1l true Arcostookians,

In recent years espcelelly many lmprovements have been made to
the Dulldinpgs and grounds, so that todsy it compares very favorably
with mich larger falrs in Hew England, It 1s msinly en sgricultural
show snd 1its exhibit of potatoes especlally 1z worth zolng many mllesn
to seey but it has keont pace Iin- cthﬂr departments essentiel to a
progressive and modern falr, ¥

It hes e asplendid list of offlecers and directors, snd an earn-
est and herd-working body of various superintendents taking a gemuine
interest in msking the Fair bileger and better esch vear,

1640 GFFIG?RS oF Tﬁi ﬂGRmEFHN KAINE FAIR

President = Lerbert, W, Xitchen Vice-oresicent - ¢. Fred Grant
Secretary - Clevton Steele Treasurer - ¥. 5.’ Dingwall
Directorss George Reed, Fort Fairfleld; Fred Simonson, Llmestonej

. T. R, York, Hers Fillgs P R. Winslow, Fred Urquhsrt, 6. W, English,

H. W. Kitehen, A. E. Hbyt George Washburn, R. ™, Gary, Howerd Kiler=-
atend, . Fred Orant, fiarold Clark, and %, L., %illiems, Presqus Isles
B. A. Flewelling, EPEtQﬂ' Roy Libiy, Caribﬂu' HAalph Bearce, Ashland*:
Fred Putnam, Houlton; C1iften Higpins, Hapleton: Wnllace Sawyer, ‘
Erston, :
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Supt. Agriculture - Howard Keirstead

Sunt. Eorses - Lumen Maheney

%upt, 4=-H Clubs - Deborash Stevens '

Supt. Grounds and fulldings - €. Fred CGrant

Supt, Tickets - G. ¥. "mahburn

Supt. Poultry - Johnson "ntts

.Supt. Baseball = E, L, Williams

'Supt. Lower Hall - Frank Tarp

supt. Upper ipll -~ Dessie Urqubsrt

Supt, Cattle - Hsrry Good

Sunt, Horse Pulling - Oren Beckwith _

supt. Racing Committee - Ceorge Reed, ¥red Simonson snd Relph Cary,
Stanley inglish ant Stanley ¥sthen, :



