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CFAPTER KIII
END OF THE SECOND OARTER CEYTURY
REVIEW OF RISTORIC EVENTS OF VALUE

No meil under government suthority untll 18423 then 1t wes
brought by Kosh Chendler on horss-back from Houlton Line Store,
uring the wer (Arcostook War), 1%t wore brought twice a manth by
the Aroostook glent, Dave Hubar, who did it on feot,

After this time Fliezer Packard bought the Reed Hotel. He
afterward egold it to Sumner Whitney, who lsbter sold it to his bro-
ther, Jerry Whitmey. dJerry kept it for many yesrs, then moved the
old pert of the rest home below {the R, J. Smith furniture store is
a nart), and built a larger snd behter hotel which burned in 1884,

here was no store until sbout 1842 nenr where “he B, % A,
crosces treoke nesr Bridge Street. . Thi=s was the first astore north
of Haultﬂn.

In 1849 » store was btnilt where the Perry block stands, and ls
now the property of the Presque Isle Sstional Bepk., It wes occupled
by Devid end A, W, Dudley. '

Hext woz %he Vincent Hell store on the Bolton Cormer, MUext
ceme the Imdley store, now ovned by A, M, Smith Co., since en-
lzrged and modernlzed,

About 1853, Dr. G, H. FPreeman csme, snd in a2ddltion td his pro-
fesaionel Auhles, he carried-on the drug business under the firm
name nf Hoge sné Freemen, Dr.Freemnn proved a greet acquilsition o
the town, in the yesrs following; he was very active in many of the
enterprises whlch brosdened snd helped the town. -Conbinuing active,
he wes inflventisl up Lo the clome of his life, J¥irs, ireemsn, hils
widow, is still 1iving, snd is one of the noblest women Presque Isle
has ever hsd, snd whnse contimuous life of three gquarters of » cen-
tury still tells for rizhteousness an< good c¢ltizenship,.

It wes written that in 1855 there were about flfteen or twenty
femilies in town, This must have been in the villags, for 1 knew
from personal interviews and acquaintances thet there were more, and
“he town's populstion in 1B80 was 738, Yen yesrs later 1t hed in-
creesed sfter itz incornoration 1870 there ware 975, .

~ In 1059 when Jemes {lesves osme int< ftown, there wers hut 19
buildings in the villege, irncluding the old ascademy whlch stood
near, perhaps on “he same spot, where Col, C. P, Allen's howe i=,

Sumner Wnitmey ren a saw mill, with an up ond down savr. Jo-
seph Hines ond David Imdley kept generel stores. Breckett sand Jo-
seph Frll were traders., Dr, Francls and %sbolen Rose kent grocerles
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The ssme suthority seys, "There was only one turn-plke road In
Presque lsle: that was extending up the hill on the cross road from
the Rose farm on the Center Line Rord fo the Houlfon Rosd." This
mgit mesn, 1f true, excepting the Houlton Roed, which was mede in
1842, :

Here comegs the first newspsper published in town 1n 1857, It
was puhlished by Joszeph B, Hall and ¥, 5. Gllmen; n more extended
account wvill be siven in s chepter by itself,.. .

* In 1860 comes its firat Cire, when the villege met its first
digsatrons blaze cnd the nmorthern part of the villnge was nearly de-
gtraved, The loss was estlimnted to he 425,000, which slthough it
would De o =msll los® now, was p great loss then., FNot discouraged,
the burned dlstrict was soon rebuilt, it is sdd by those who knew,

It wae about this time thaet €, A, Johnaon ceme ho Pregque Isle
and entered intn trade under the firm nane of Johnason snd udd, which
resulted in the establishment of fhe large maslness undser the neme
of Johnson and Pheir. : '

Fhis brings us to the time which stirred the whole natlon, for
it was mn outbreak snd outcome of a conflict which hed long been
‘srowing in the embittered minds of one part of the povernment a-
.p;ginst tht other..es ! -

fmrinz this timc the increesed growth of the town's populstion
wen mueh less than it would have been A1f the nation hed not heen
rent by s civil war, Hotwithastendlng thls Intermel strife which
was deenlr Ffelt in Arocstook, many velushle snd influentlel families
csme and made their homes in ths ecountry. :

In 1863 we find a directory complled and publisbhed by David
Stickney irn . the SUWRISE, that the villepgehad elght husiness flrms,
thet it, places carrying goods for asrle, +he eight business firms
of 1863, it is snfe to soy, did not esrry as fmch stock or do as
mich business =s = slngle firm of ftodsy In any one of the ¥ ading
lines thet may be mentloned, ' ;

From 1860 to 1981, 18:2, 1BB%, end 1884, the growth of the
county in nopulstion rnd wealth ‘was not so merked and progressive ns
1+ hed been since the Canadisn Pacific Heilresd flrst entered the
central nsrt of the county, or whay is more fregquently cnlled "The
Garden of kaine", For, it is certain, thet from thet time to the
present, the inerease in wealth s=nd populstion, slso In up~to-date-
ness, hes bsen a surnrise Lo our own people, s= well =s those whp
have seen snd studied our development snd progress,

iris is due first, to the opportunites brought to us by the .
different railronds which heve enteresd onr countys and by the new
sdventages which have been introdueed by an intelligent =nd wide-
awsle ecitizenskip, who heve used, to their best advantage the.
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resources. long locked up in iArooshook's soll, which gswpited the
touch sn: sk11ll of wise and-judielal leadership te bring it where
the world could know, and receive the products df forest and soll.
This has been what hms made the new and grester Aroostook,

The growth in school populstion and achool facilities in Pres=-
gue Isle, =nd the development of the achool system ant accompdations
ere nlso one of thé¢ most remnrksble as a future which shows the
growth and conbtrasts of the town thot there is,

Tn the villsge its pupils were nll accomodeted end instructed
1= the "ineclent &cedemy 5ullding", since moved from dits site on
fAesdemy Street to Msine Street and converied seversl years afo into -
s furniture store by #, J. 3mith ond Co. 5 )
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Part B
PFIRD QUARTER CENTURY 1865-1890
CHAPTER XIV

me bill for the incorporation of Presque
Isle sné HBeysvilies Stete of Mpine Privnte
rret Snecial Lawa of 18835,

By mpreement snd vote the towns of Presque Isle and Haysville.
naled the Frine Stote Legislabure at secsion In the winter of 1859
th=t thelr towne be incorvorsted. .

in eomplisnes with this request, I find the 111 of Ihcorpora-
tion of Presgue Isle snd ievyeville having been amended In the Senate
a0 ar to provide that the towns may be united, 1f = merjority of the
people in esch town sre in fevor of fthe union, enc not otherwlse,
crme hacl from the Touse - that branch havine refused to adopt the
pmendmentas snd ineidted on the former vote, The Sennte agreed to
Pousre P111 ss passed, thils being satisfaciory to all, It psgsed to
be enpgrosamwd, ss smended April 4, 1859, and Freaque Iale =nd Mays-
ville becsrme one incorporeted town. ,

STATHE OF MATINE PRIVATE AWND SPRCIAL LAWS OF 1883
An ect to emnex the towm of Hayeville to the town of Presque Isle:

Be 1t enrcted by the Zenate snd Houre of Representﬁtivas in
Legislature assembled ga*fnllcws: . .

Sect. 1. The town of Frnysville, in Aroostook County, 1s here-
hy srnexed to snd mede & psrt of the town of Presque Isle,

Sect. 2. All the 1isbilities of the town of Maysville are
hereby sssumed by the town of Presque Isle.

: - Seet, &, £11 the personel snd real estete owned by the town
of Mevsville iz hereby conveyed to snd becomes the property of the
town of Presque Iele,

Seet. 4, The collector of tsxes of the town of Heysville 1a
hereby suthorized and empowered to collect and 8 over to the -
treasurer of the town of Presque isle sll texes he wes directed to pay
to the treasurer of the town of keyeville, now sssessed and com-
mitted to Fim for collection, mnot slready collected and naid to the
trezsurer of the town of levsville, . s

Sect. B, All taxes which have been pssessed for repsirs of
highwsys end commltted to higbway surveyors in the town of Kaysville
shell be expended snd worked out on the highways under the direction.
of srid surveyors of the town of Presgue Isle..
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Sect., 6, The treesurer of the town of Y¥aysville shall pey
over all moneys, snd deliver 21l books popers and documents per-
taining to his office, to the treasurer of the town of Preaque Isle,

Seet. 7. 'the town clerk of the town of Keysville shpll de-
1iver to the town clerk of the town of Presgue Isle all reports
ond books belonging to the town of Weyeville, and all pepers,
records and documents pertalning to his office,

Sect, 8, The selectmen, assessora snd overseers of the poor
of the town of Hevsville shell deliver all books, pspers, =nd doeu-
wents pertaining to thelr several offices to the selectmen of the
towm of Presgue lIsle, .-

Fl

Yect. ®. This act shall take effect in thirty d=ys after it
is approved by the governor, ' ' -
Aprroved Pebruary 14, 1883,

A true copy,

ATTEST:

Secretary of Gtste
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CEAPTER XV

Civil History ef Presque Isle: town
ofificerss representatives,

1883-1886
F. Ferguson

‘D, Bubterfield

1887~1889
I. Judd
P. Ferguszon
J., Smith

1890=-1891
i Judd
J. Smith
T, Irving

1892-1894
J. Smith
E. Ir?ing_
W, Duff .

189518088
Es Irving
0. Greenlaw
¥H. Richsrdson

1899

E. Irving

Lewi; Scott.

w. Richsrdson

1900
®, Irving
¢, Greenlaw
F. Judd

1901
¥, Irving
¢, Oreenlaw
3, Hason

Selectmen of Presgue I§1e

lg02

A. B, Irving

¢, F. Richardson

¥, 5., Pason
1903

&, B, Irving

o, W, Gilman |

. Sy Faszon

1904
¢, H, Richardson
¥. 5. Huson
¢, €., Rolfe

1¢05
¢, H, Richardson
H, S. Hason
G. GC. Rolfe

1206 .
¢, H. Richardson

M. S, Haison
;i C. Rolfe

1807
M, S. Fason
¢, F. Richard=on
C. C. Rolfe

1208
H. P. Cook
dohn Blshop
. H. Richardson

19098
Dan Gilmen
John Seeley
John Alehop

1910
Jerome Clark
John ¥. Blshop
John Seeley

1911

‘W, 0, Chase

John E, Bishop
John Seeley

1912 _
A, C, T. Wilaon
John ¥, Bishop
John Seeley

1913
Jolm E, Bliszhop
A, C, T, Wilson
John Seeley

1914
4, ¢, T, Wileon
J. C. Sealsy °

N, P. Cook

1815
¥, P. Cook
John C. Seeley
A, C, T, Wilson

1916
#. P. Coock
John €, Seeley
J| Freank fulou

1917
J. Frenk Gulou
John C. Seeley
George W. Perry



1918
George Perry
Jolhm C, Seeley
J. Frank Guiou

1919 .
A. A. Joy

Berbert W. Kltchen

J. PFrenk Guiou

1920.
Roy ™. Barker
feorge Washburn
George Oches

A, C, T. Wilson

5. W. English
Herhert Kitchen
Dan Gllmen

1921
George *sshburn
Hoy Barker
G. W, Fnglish
J. W. Beckwith
Herbert ¥itchen

1922
feorge %nahburn
Roy Berker
G. W. Fnglish
J. W, Beckwith
Herbert Ritchen

1923
George Wrshhurn
G, Wa. English
¥, P, Cook

1924
E. A, Kﬁlrataad
George VWeashburn

© =85=

1928
G. W. English
feorge VWashburn
E. A. Kelirstead.

1929
SJeorge #astburn
E. A, Keirsteed
G, W, English

* 1930
Roy M. Barker
K, A, Keiratead
Howard Everett

1231
E. A, Esirstend
Hoy Barker

. Howerd Everatt

1932
Roy Barker
., %W. English
HWalter Eerritt

F, Parker Jacgues

Frank Lencaster

TOWN COUNCILS
1933

A, C. 7, Wilson

Herhert Kitchen

J- E-. Eﬂtﬁﬁ'

4, Howard Smlth

H. ¥. Crendell

1934

A, CT. T, Wileon
Fe G. *heeler
Ralph K. "ood
fierbert ¥Xitchen .
Clevton Steele

1936
A, C. T. Wilson
Clyde Johnston
Ralph %ood
Clavton Steele

7. {i. Wheeler

1937
A. C, T. Wilson
Clyde Jolnaton
., ¥, Wheeler
fialph Wood
Clsyton Steesle

1938
A. C. T. Wilson
Clyde Jolhmaston
Rnlph Vood
Dr. R, A, Graves

1039
A, C. T, Willson
Clyde Johnston
Znlph #ood
Dr, R. A. Graves
. €, Yheeler

1c40
CIT™Y COTNCILERS
A, C. T, Wilason
Clyde Joblnaton
R, E. %ood -
Dv, B, A, Graves
?, 0. Yheeler

1933

Frenlk Lancaster temporary
town manager. April 6

¥rank T, Adsms appointed
- tovm manager.,

! 1954
N P Cook 1935 Herk Trafton sppolnted
1426 . - Ralph ¥ood town mansger ‘in Decerben
¥. P. Cook Clyde P, Jotmston

Clayton Steele
Ay Cs T, Wil=zon
w. G.PWhﬂelmr

George ¥szahburn
E. A, Helirstend

. 127

Bs A. Felratead
¥, P, ook
George Wnahburn
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CIVIL HISTOHRY, OF PRESQUE ISLE
In trying to relate the civil history of Presgue Isle, one
must be guite familisr with the different. tynes of town government
and their efflclency. .

When Presgue lale was only a smsll "stopping off" nlace, the

democrrfic form of government was already in progress...aslthough the

men ¢ld have to journey to Houlton to cast thelr votes for the
variong elechtions. 'The journeys were often tedlous, and one ecan

- well Imegine the heated dlscussions which took plsce in the homes

and atores before snd after an election,

In the spring of 1840, the toenship was orgerized as a planta-
tion known as Letter F, tut it waz not until cfter the treaty of
1842 that the Stete mehted upon the organization.

Abort this Sime, in 1840, the people taxed themselves and bullt
a schoolhonse and in 1t at the fall election cast thelr votes in-
stend of goinpg to Foulton., Uithout doubt, it was a grest dzy end
ocension when the early clilizens voted Tor the flrst time in thelr
own nlantations, How many stronger -ans morg friendly acquaintences
were mede ag they gathered, some of them for the firast time as
cltizens of Prezque Isle, :

The porpulstion, of course, was stesdily inecressing untll an act

was finzlly presented to Leplsleture to incorverate the town of

Presmue Isle in 1659, The town irmedistely sasumed all the obliga-
tions of Prezgue Icler Plantetiorn, The town of that dsy conslsted
of thirty six square miliss. -

The first town mesting heldé in Hereh 1852,..varlous officers
were chosen, The following vwere officers at that time, Aa=essors:
Amzle Dow, Devid DeWitt and ¥, ¥, Rackliffe, John N, Trueworthy wes
elected clerk snd other officers chosen were: Constable, 0, P,
Smith: Tressurer, &mmoria Whitcomb; Colleetor, Dr, 5. H, Freemsn;
Fenece viewer, Dr. 7., F. Parker: Survevors of lumber, J. I. Goss,
Jerry Whitney snd Charles DeWitt: Sunerintendent of Schools, E, P,
Finds, It seems thet s fence viewer acted az judge when the parties
could not sgree on just where their fences begsn and ended,

We ecsn woll Imapine that those earlr fo=n meetinps erested mueh
spirited debete, prohkadhly more so thsn occured in recent yesrs.

Heyaville wae also incorporated in 1B59, workinsg on just sbhout
the ssme basls as Preague Iele, It wes not until 1883 that the two
townes declded to be united, takling the name of the sovthern half -
Presane 1iale, Vo, :

" In 1890 after the towns had been united, the population of .
Presque Isle had inerssped to 3046, snd in 1800 to 3804, with a
veluation of $£1,415,668.00. ’

W
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Three selectren were chosen and served on the boerd for one
to three year terms, . This form of government contirued until the
yesr 1920 when Presgue Isle todvk a trisl trip An reform management,
There wes no Tuss, no lengthy debrbtes, no- nit? menager Plan, no
com~ienion form of povernment, no hﬁ*herinﬁ Lo secursa Pnabling leg-
f{elpture =n® tkat sort of things. Presque lzie aimoly took the
ststutes of moine, seld we'll do thnras and so, send 414 1+,

Its first sten wos ho enlarge the bosrd of sclectiaen from
three to seven men. This reguired no ssnctisn of 5he leglslature
ps the iaw slrea:y provided thst a town could have = banr& of either
three, five or scven men, as Lt deemed best Tor iteelfl, Hext it
elected thro=: Husinesa men of the villiepe end four farm men, one
from esch of the verious rural districts of the town, FHere in the
start was sn importent infovetion, Every sechion of Presque Isle
wns reoresernted on the boerd, Thie was sn assursnee that ‘he needs
of *he vspions commmnlties composing the town wouls he umderstood
by the selectmen. Of still greater importance vas the foct that
when there wae work Lo be done in ons of those cenfters 1t wonld be
under the dlrect supervision of a wan vhe wer ln the fown govern-

.mﬂnt.

Invnvafionq in town govermment di4 not enﬁ with these things,
"he selectmen believed thet the ldes wes zood, that it would prove
benefieinl to the town znel £ show thelr interest ln Presque. Isle,
they seid their services whonld be free, Hot one ofthese men re-
ceived a cent of nay for ris work, Any expendes to which he was
anbilected by his dutlee as s member of +he beoard, neturslly, were
mpde good to hime AL the end of *the municipel yenar, no one in
Preaque Isle desired to turn back the pages.

The enlerges, free-working board hed nede good, Hesnlte al-
weye tell, and these were excellent, A hoard of szeven ten was re-
talned for the wvesr 18203 that 1s, the number was kent st =even,
but the uFrﬂunnal wes cbfﬂgeﬁ as three whoe served In 1218 were unk
sble because of business reasons to continue in office, It w=s
siso voted to pavy the boerd = small commenaption, 7These sctions
of the town ﬂfeti“5 of 1920 placed 2 final stewn of sporovel upon

From 182Y on ntil 193% the number of selectmen of the hosrd
veried from three to seven mermbers, Finslly in 1933 Presqgue Isle
mede 2 radiesl chenge in its form of povernment,

¥ansger-councll form of government was Introduced ss a bHlll to
the leglsle'ture by Dr, ¥, F. Bennett whﬂ wng representing tha town
at - thet tine,

Considersble cebste resulted at the town méeting over this pro-

.po ed ehenge, The lste Herry Plpes and Levi Crory spoke enthusiss-

tieslly on this plen, while E. ‘A, FKelrstesd end Charles Fuasey
apoke ageinst. .

-



Frank Lencaster was anpointed temporary town mansger umtil
April & of the ssme year, and then Frenk Adams was sppointed per=-
menent msnpger. He served wmtil December 1934, Then Kerk Trafton
wpz sppointed and heg served in thoat eensclty un to the preasent
time,

ferly in 1939 Philip L. Phai r, a well-known lawyer, drafted a
proposed city charter which wes introduced to the Leglslature by
Renresentetive Clesves end nmased, #®eony were not enbirely satis-
fied with this plen snd - mch debete was in progress before and
after the hill was passed.

Smell prejudices were vislble about thrs surrounding towne end
mery prognosticsted that it was surely to be a fallure, Mit after
112 yeare s& = town, Presque lale bloasomed out eps the first clty
in Aroestook, o

Some of the more lmportant sections of thet »ronosed charter
werecs;

1, ¥o difference In tax rate --- thet was emphaslzed grestly
because the tax rate uvsually governs the inhabitantz of s town,

2. Couneilmen may all be councilmen-st-large, or the city may
be 7ivided into warde with & representetive for each werd, which-
ever is the will of the citizens., ‘his proved aﬁvﬁrtngFﬂus for the
peonle, for in that wey better menagement could bhe obtained end
supervizion more unifled,

3. ko chsnge in expense elther way. Expense is ususlly the
grestest worry of = leree group of peoples but this stoterent re-
asgure® them, thus removing all hesitaney“from their minds,

At this time 1t would be fitting to sketeh the finnnclsl af=-
feire of the town for the nnst fow vesrs,

The valustion of the town 2t the cloze of March 1921 was
£4,122,630,00, and the money appropristed for thet seme yvesr was
2241, 154 83, being the larpest sppropriastion mede *r the history
of the town.,

In 1933, the town issued scrin for ablipatiﬂnq of the town,
whick of course was aporoved by thP merchents, It wns 1ssued in
denominations of one, five snd ten dollsras., It was trensfershle
end sccepted st face value by the toen in payment of taxes and other
bills due %o the town, MHost of the town's labormen were paid with
this scrip which they used in payment of bllls. This, however, did
not prove ms successful as they had hoped fﬂr after lssuing it one _
more vear, it was dizcontimed,

In 1933 the town hed a total valuation of #3,988,955.00 ond at
the end of December 1939 it was 54,612,130.00, thus having = gain
of $623,175,00 in a period of six years.
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Town nfflﬂiﬂls have not neglected the streets of the community
for ‘in 1939 8.6 wlles of street surface work wes done,

A sizable smount has been put to work in the charity depart-
- ment for since 1951 it hes Incressed from $12,505,00 to. £32,200,00
tlme helping othera as well ess themselves,

Aboye »pli, Presque Isle hes heen rather successful with 1ts
new form of government; and we mey thank ourselves for baving such
splendid cooperstlon from its offielnsls 23 well ps 1te neople,



