Thru sucrrera.8 sunshlne and winter's snow,

Ilke a sentinel stands old Zuaguajo.
mversreen forestas now as of yore

Itand orn the beautiful Fresnsue Isle shore.

oter lake and river, neath skies of blue,
The Intian onoe paddled his birch canoe;
Then the “renchman pare and clalwmed the land-
“ard YMWEHRIPh amd Tgrest srand.

“ut the solemn Yiemace and Frenchman Zay
Tilre hrotheras liv:d for many & day,
Till a bloody war and a trezty's blow,
Zove Acedia's lands to tke Inzlish foe.

Then the allles fled to Canada,

and the Fnglisk clgarsd the Woods HWAY,
And built a villaze, the ecoutys~s prids,

A%t tka foob of & hill by the river's side.

Tusy and prosperous, rich and Jalr,
Tlve hundred hapry homes are there,
4 city '"twill be Iin a llotle while
Ausan of Arcostoolt, falr Fresgue Iale.

At the breakinz out of the American Revelutlion there llved In
the “ohawlk 7zlled in lew York 3tate, a larze family, nared Bull,
The Tulls were resolute, hapdy people, and prospsrous farmars, and
saome members of the family we are told were drovers, and dealt In
Thorzes and eattls. Put they ware bltter lLoyalists, and when the dark
storrs of war broke over the fertile valley they did all in their po-
wer to aid Finz Feorze and his aroles.

Ons Faier Tgll was ziven a captain's cormission znd raised a
company of Torles, which he took to Canada, and was asaizmed to
4am, Putler's command., In July, 1778, = mob of Tories end Indlans
awent down Trom GCanada and entered the beautiful Wyoming Talley,
The able-todles pen wers sll away Lo war, but the old men =nd boys,
after plzcinz the women and chlldrem In a 1littls Tort nearby, armed
therpelves, and d4id what they could to defend their homes, crops,

and stock,.

arons the raldera was Capt. Feter 2ull. fHe not only had com-
mand of his own corpany bub a largo band of ndlans, Fthe little
band of defenders were defeated and surrendersd to Capt. 2ull.
“igtory 50113 us that the prlsoners were token In sizhi of the
wives, mothers, and chlldren at the llttle fort, and tortured in
svery way that the savase oruelty could devise. To the credlt of
Futler and Pull it 1s sald that they dld all in their powsr to re-
gtrain the savase Indians, but were unable to do so. The fort
finally surrandered under promise off protection, i the women and
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children were tomakawked or carried aWway 2s prisoners. After the

bulldings were burned, the stoek kill
the destroyers rﬂtire& to the lMohawk $§il§?? WS arehardE dustinyet;

Soon after, Jen. 3tllivan entered the valley with a well=-zrmad
force that weps burninz Tor revenze. The Tories and ndlans were
scatterad in all directions, and Captain Bull became & fugltive with
s price set on his nead and fierce Dblood hounds at hls heels. He
escaned, however, into Canada, and [inally made his way to Nova
Scotia.

sman the war was over, and the new Republic had settled down
to business, the Ioyalist's proverty was all confiscated, and they
were opdersd So leave tne.country. The Bull's with rany others,
cara to lew Brunswick where the sovernment was ziving away zrants
of righ land, When Capt. Peter Pull learned that hils kinsmen had
settled 'm Mew Srunswick, he crossed the Eay of Fundy and Joined
them, and there found his wife and child whom he had not seen for

four years.

In 1812, when Capt. Feter 2ull died, his son, Feler, aprred
ith 2 Oritlgh land patent, covering 500 acres and a larze sum of
roney for that time crosszed over lnto ihe disputed territory, and
ritched his tent a2t the mouth of the Freaque lgle stream. He cane
to locate, and the Bulls never want bpack on anyithinsg they undertook.
“a pame to bulld a saw mill, and hold the land., He built the mill,
vut the land, for reasons I shall state later, went back to the 3tate

of Malne.-

ith a tow bpoat he ascended the 3t. John River as far as Toblgue.
42 1ad consisted of provisions, household utensils, carpenter s tools,
and what machinery he needed to put in mill, whieh was wery 1ittle
in those day as 417 the wheels and shafts were made from wood from
the nelishborinz forests., He also had a mill wrisht alonz, six strdp-
ping younz axmen, and last, but not least, a handsome, énarsetlic younz
wife, formerly ¥iss FTunice Zsckwith of Eel River, HN. B.

©ig e’fects were haulad on a slad, (no wizons then) across the
Portaze to the Aroostook where they were loaded onte a raft, and
towed by horses around the blz bend in the river to the mouth of the

1resq5ﬁaI§&§f where kr. Tull descided to locate was historiec -ound
lon: hefore he was born. [f there is any truth in traditlons and
la1enda, there was once a larze ndlan villazs thers. The alders
were kllled from the surrounding’ intervales and they were plant;d
?23h sprinz to Indlan cormn: and at the full of the harvest moon tha
Lribes et each year at this beautiful spot for the annual fengt of
Erean corn. A few rxiles to the wesatward was the grsat trall ieadiﬂa
fror the 3t, John te the 3t. Lawrence, and above that the zreat
-ndiaﬁ_t?wn on the present aite of Washburn. The 1slands 1njthe
river tetween thoss towns were always dotted with wizwams, for there
the wlld buekwheat zrew rank and tall, and the salpon wWere easlly ¢
cauzht 1n the channels between those lslands. 1t was hers durinz )
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the Prench and Indian wars that many eartivea were taken for
gafety, for the whole county was then conaldered a part of Canada,
and here the French and Indians fouzht the hated and dresaded Fnzliash,

Tlsawher: in thils work you have read how a band of desvarate
and besdiged Colonial scalp hunters built 1ittle fort on this very
grot and held out for days, t were surroundad and killed, while
trylnz to eacape to the bli rlver,

Iater, after the Indian villate was bullt heres, we have every
reazson Lo balieve that the Trench had 2 timber fort there, zarri-
sonad Wwith aoldizrs and surrounded with a stockads, but after the
fa2ll of Juebec and the massacre afl Meductle, it was abandoned and
burned. Sut the french and Indiang of that day and zeneration are
zone [orever: the only relic there is left of them, Is the beauvtifula
nare that the French zave the river for whieh ths town was narad,
and the Indian name of the mountain, "Quaguaje'.

Well, Teter PFull d4id not eare much about the ancient history ofk

the loeation, ror the French and Indlans, or the nanes they left.
He first built a subatantial and roomy loz cablin on the river below
the eresk, about where the bridse now erosses the rlver:!: he then pro-
caaded to locate hls clainm. his was done with aid of a pocket comr-
rags, apnd a rope cut the lenzbh of a surveyor's chain. It will be
reger-ared that years before Iark Holland was sent into the wi1derﬂa$
and ran out 2 six wile block ealled Letier D, and now a part of “ort
Tairfield. Fr. Bull went to the southwest corner of the above nen-
tioned townshir, and blazed a broad line six miles due west, =e then
rrocasdad to spot out his 600 acres. Llhe land was chosen on toth sid
of this atrear north of the line, and on both sides of the Arcostook
River,. Ihe o0ld east and west line exbended west that what 1s now
throuzh the center of the present villaze, and extended west te what
13 now the cormers of Maplston and Chapman plantatlonsa. PFerdinand
irestronz, my srandfather, helped Lo run the line, 30 the atory came
to me pretty straizht.,  hey hzd a papsr plan of the eastern cart of
the atate for a guide, and when the surverors came in later veara thay
wers astonished to find that Sull's line was nearly correct. Now re=-
rerber this, for I amr zoing tc tell you why the villlaze of Fresoue

gle Wwa3 not built on fhat beautiful locatlicon at the mouth of the
streanr instesd of where it i3 today. This ouestion 13 often asked,
but saldon ansvwered.

Fater Bull came bo Aroostook in May 1818, Zvery man on the
river that he could hire hetwaen Aroostook *4115, and Yo 10 who
wera handy wlth earpenter's tools or broad ax, were put Lo work, and
ag well did Lhe work prozressz that the day itefore Christmas the dam
and pill were Finished. <*hen ¥ra, =Sull went to visit her parents
in Hew Brunswick and ¥r. ' Eull tool his crew and went to the lunber
Wwoods.

When ¥e3a. bull returned froxw N. B. in the sprinz, she had

2 baby zirl with her, little Haney uwll was Lhe firathe ﬂhite

child born in what 18 now Fresqua +3le, and some clair the first

in ArosstooX walley. I have alac heard pecple say that her mother
Wiz a sguaw, and she was & half-Ureed. Her p‘venta had the whitest
skin and the blueat blood. It is true, she was born in the winter
of 1820, at Woodstock, M. B. ~“ad she been born on the Aroostook
the agcounts would nave bteen true. Miss Dull or her rarents never
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elaimaed that she was born in Aroostook,.

riat us return to the mill. +t was a rude affalr anyway, and
must have been built under an unlucky star. it was bullt before
1% was nesded. Fr. Bull sald that it was commenced on the wrong
tire of the moon. I. never appearaed to prosper: 1f 1t had been a nays
ins, lucky, upiece of property, the villaze would havr bean bhere in-
gtead of where it 13 today.

“Mp, “ull knew that the country was new, and that the seattered
agtitlers praferred loz cablns to frame houses, but he had an idea that
he ecould sguare the biz pine trees into timber and szve hewing, while
the side of the trees could be sawed into boards. The floor of the
mill was low and near the watsr, so low that a blg tres would almost
Tleoat intn the mill,

: "n the winter of 1820, ¥Yr. Tull took hils men and tears and went
ur thé Preague Isle strearm $o cut bis pines for timber. [How bear in
mind that the 1limit of his patent by his own surveyry went up the stroam
less than a mile, but he was cutiling pines and hauling them into the
aiream ten or twelve mlles ahove his limit. Iut everybody was steallng
rne, 80 it was fashionable, if not strictly honesat.

When the lce went cut the Llz tress wers floasted wowm to the
w1l1l. Then the firat diffieulty avrsared. “he river was hizher
than the atream, and the water wzs hlsher below the dam than it was
above 1t, conseguently, the tall fifteen foolt up and down saw was
idle for many & day. When the water Cinally went down in the river,
1t was discovered that the dam was too low; it dld not hold water
enouzh to run the zreat overshot wheel rore than an hour or two at
a8 time. When the timber waa sawed and went to wmarket the ikbbker
dealer zrumbled because it was not "ribbed", declaring 1t would
nold and turm black, becavse it would lay tizht tozether in the hold
of bthe ship, consequently it sold for 31100 per ton less than hewn
timber. Then the dam "blowed and it took much time and money teo re-
pair lt.

Fr. Bull soon found that cutting the round logs and aawing
them into timber was not trofitable. The bark had to be peeled rom -
the zreat pines before they could be hauled te th e landinz, for the
rouzh bark caused the zreat tree to draw hard over the asnow or frozen
rround. This was half as guch work as it was to hew the tres, The
suitable trees near the shore wereg soon all cut, and the dlstance to &
haul ther becaxme lonzer with each succeedinz Winter, and there was
little or no market at that tipe, for the rouzh wain-odzed boards that
Wware made [rom the aidas of tha treaegz. In Tive vears time Fr. Pull
wis elearinz land and ralsinz potatoez and oats to make a livinz.

3oon after ¥r. Bull settlsd in his new heme, a colony of his
relatives and neizhbors came from ¥. E. to rmake homes in the new
countny.

Mow Pull had his land patenta, had buillt the mill and livsd on
the land the timre requlesed by th Enzlish law, but could nob zet the
Trant or deed of the land.
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Cochran, Wesks, and others who came later, met with the same
di-“fleulty, The reason was obvious. <+he titlad sentlemen at Fred-
erigton, who wore brass buttons and z0ld laece, and had charze of the
"Crown lands” had had thelr instructions, The terrltory was disputed
land; 1f the sovernzent =zave zrants and the territory went to the U. 3.
the owners of those =zrants would Rave Lo be reimbursed for the rroperty
lost. A patent was sinply a cortificate fop a grant, and not trana-
ferabls. In one way, the person holdinz the patent owned the land
while he had possession, but he ecould not dlapose of 1t. If he moved
off it went back to the zovernment.

3o when the Sulls and Beckwliths and Churchilla and others came
Lo setitle on the Arcostook, feter Bull could not sell ther a build=-
inz lot or a farm, at or near his mill or dwellinz. “hat is one rea-
aon Why Iresque Isle villaze is not founded at the mofith of the atream,

30 the little colony went a few niles up the river and made hores
ot the rlch intervales and fertile islandas. *t was at that time Per-
dirand Arrstronz sold his 1sland home angd nls-improverents, and moved
down river to a biz intervale known later as the Armstrong {lats,

John Eradley s widow, dauzhter of Chief Crooked Enife, and some half-
bread fanilies that were llving on the 1slanda, moved away about Lthe
same time and located on the [obique River. Ihis was in 1824,

In 1830, there was a larze and thrivinz colony on both sides of
the Aroostook betwsen the mouth of Freaaque Isle and 3almon PFrook. It
waa the larsest settlement on the river, and the larzest bhetwesn the
Acadlan gettlements =and Houlton. Jpose sturdy Loyalists ran their awn
llnes and were :overned by the laws of N. B. 3Sometinmes disputes weare
settled by wizht instead of rizht in battles in which toth men and
women particlipated. Later in this work I may find tlme and space to
tell some of the stirrinz ineidents <hat occurrad amonzt those early
settlers in thkose early days; also of the Fillerite craze, and how
half of the ecitizens, early ones June rorninz, drassed in long white
robes zathered on a hilltop to see the world come Lo an end, and then
ascend to Hoaven.

In the sprinz of 1827, Dennis Falrbanks arpeared upon the scense,
Falrbanks was edueated, Suave, smlling, handsome, and diplomatic:
that was one alde of him. He waa also, when h: chose to ba, stubborn,
revenzeful, tantalizinz, a2zzressive and treacherous. It has been well
8aid that ke was fitted far any company. He was well poated on politi-
eal affalrs of the day, and American from his heals to his hair, Ha
believed that Maine, backed by the United 3tates, would hold the dis-
puted territory, consaeguently, he was lookinz the country over with
the ldea of huildinz mills and foundinzg a town. 4f he could find a
locatlion that suited hir. Fe aprlied to Joseph HMoulton, 2 humble es-
quirs dressed in homespun, and land azent for Washinszston County, for
informatlion, inatead of the zreat man at Fredericton dresgsed in broad-
eloth and z0ld. Mow there was mill site after will site at that time
in the Aroostook Valley, 2nd tho state of Maine was willinz and anxious
to zlve any man the mill privileze and 640 aecres of land if he would
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bulld both a saw and zrist mwill, and also azreed to pay for the Lro-

-

perty if the territory went to M. B,

‘rom a zeosrathiecal péint of view, Falrbanks considered the bhast
locatlion in the Arcostook Valley, the beautiful spot where the Freaqua
Isle 3tream joins the Arcostook, and coveted the level land becauss ha
intended to lay out and found a town.

Well, he visited Feter Bull, who had now bocome a rtoor man, and
offered him a larze sum of money for his mill and his irprovements.
He iznored the rizhts of the Eritish sovernment to =zive away the land,
and told Mr. Bull he would never zet an axre from that source while
his head was atove the zround. He admitted his{Bull's) squatter's rizhs
and the rizhts by possession, and offered to pay him handsomely for thoe
rizhts. But Bull pinned his falth to his elair and the British Iovern-
meni and would not sell. Had he taken his wife's advice and sold his
clalr to Dennls Falrbanks Frosgue Isle villaze would have been bullt on
the banks of Lhe Aroostook River Instead of where it is today,

Wnen Falrtanks had trled in every way to obrain Mr. Bull's claim
and falled, he offered to become his business partner: hs would tearp
down the old "squat" of a rill, and build one of the American pattern,
with modern liprovements, as they were then buildinzg them on the Fe-
nobscot River, and would furnish the funds to do 1t with, providing,
Wwhen the new mill was completed, Failrbanks should becomre an egual part-
nes-, Fut Bull d4id not want ecny Yankee mlll, or Yankees either around
hir, and told Fairbanks so,

Then Falrbanks losat his temper, and twitted Bull of the Wyorinz
Massacre, and the twy ment became enemies for 1llfe., Tairbanks than
viditedadtbbe mouth of the Machias River near the present vwillaze of
Ashland, and the 3almon Brook 3tream, but not beinz satisfied with
elther location, he went away!

But he care azaln the next summer with a erew of men, and commenced
to lay th: foundations for the smresent villaze of Fresague Isle. He
built a strong high mill dar on the Fresque Isle 3Stream, one of the bost
mill sites in the county, a short distance south of Feter Pull's spoted
llne. At the polnt where the dam was built the banks were high, and
the ledze cropred out, and the bottor of the river was z 3o0lld bed of
llrestone. Just atove the river widened ocut, and made an excellent clace
“or a mill pond. I have been told that ten times as much water could
be stored in this little pond as in Peter Eull's 1ittle pond above his
rill. The dar and pond today =re exacily where they were when Kr,
falrbanks owned the property. After the dar was bullt tem acres of t
tress were Telled on the east slde of the stream, and down to Feter
Full's spotted line. hias waa in the fall of 1828. Mr. Fairbanks then
shut down the ponderoul zates of the dam, left two men to zuard the pro-
verty, and then went away.

Durinz the winter of 1828-29, the machinery or a saw and zrist
mill was hauled throush the woods from Danzor. This was done by fol-
lowinz up the Fenobacot River, eithar on the lce or en the lugher
roads, oroasing over to the Arcostock, and cominz down on the loe.
Washlnzton Vauzhn, a younz man, who later waz one of the founders of
Carébou Villaze, had charze of the transportation.
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Early in the soring of 1829, the foundation for a sawmill was
oreoted, the saw placed in positéon and started. -~he frame for the
7111 was aawed firat, then ths beardis to cover it with: the shingles
were made by hand. 39 great was the power produced by the zreat head
af water and the modern water wheel, boards and tlmber were cut very £
fast for those days. You will remember that less than a mlle away Fet-
ar ull had a saw mill, but ¥r. Fairbanks refused o buy even a foot
of lumber from him.

Now, with this spendid mlll site so near by, why dld Falrbanks co-
vet Fetar Pull's loecation? Let me tell you, Fairbanks not only wanted
wealth but fame., & was ambitlous tec found a town, and have lt named
*or himself. On the esast sids of the strear where his mill was located
was & biz steep hill--not just the thinz to bulld a city on, while west
of the strear much of the zround was low and marshy. Had he besn located
at the mouth of the stream, down river oustomera buyinz lumber could
raft 1: at the rill, and float it to thelr homes; this they could not
do on the rapid rocky Eresgue Isle atream, for when the zates wers shut
the strear was almost dry. The river was about the only hishway then,
and as Falrbanks intended, and did, build a grist rpill, he would have
rreferred to have 1t beside that hizhway. As the cances laden with
porn and buckwheat could not readily zet up the atream, they carrled thek
srists to the mill on the Caribou 3tream, Fedldes all this, a clty,
the e¢ity of Tairbanks, which he intended to lea ve to posterlity as his
ronument, would look much nicer beslde a prver--perhapa on both sldas,
on smooth level zround, than it would beck in the country, stuck up
on & hill.

Ferhars the reason he did not =0 to some other loecatlon was te-
cayase he wantod to ruln Feter Bull; he did anyway, whether he wanted to
or not, for rhe old rill never started after Falrbanks zot his in run-
ninz order, and soon after Mr. Bull atandoned his claim, and went to
farmint and lumberinzg at Bull's Eddy. Although Nr. Falrbanks did not
zet Just the loeation he desired, he proceeded to lay out his town,
and it was done in a business like and thorough mammer. 160 acrss or
one half mile square was laid off into one half acre lots; the atreets
were wide and lald off at risht ansgles, forming squares of Lwo acres
each, minus the streets. The location was on the east alde of the stream
and north as far as the Bull line(lstor Maysville) and east to the
erest of the kill. The town plan covered 160 acrea and waa 160 pods
agquare., This was the firat and only town in Arcostook that was laid
out before 1t wez built. The zreater part of the orizinal plan is now
covered by the village and many of the streets and lots are Loday as
¥r. Fairbanks plannsd them. Falrbanks commenced the town higaelf,
¥e buill a grlst mill on the west slde of the stream, about where the
gtarch mill now stands, and then buili a subatantial wooden bridze
across the pond where the conorete atructure now atands; this bridze,
I ap told was first coversd oy wide elm planks, taken from zreat lozxs
aawed from his first choppinz. He then nared the road running east to
the first one laid out, "Bridze 3trest" and it still reains the name.
Then he built a dwellin, shop, bamm, and atable on the north adde of
aridze 3treet nsar the saw Till, and a store for zeneral merchancise
on the southeast corner of the block, or where the hardware dtore of
A. ¥. 3mith % Co., stands today. This corner was called Falrbanks
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Corner while he lived there, znd retained the nare of The Cormer up
to the time of the Civil “ar, and once ln a wnlle wo meat a real old
tirer, who calls the town the Corner yet.

Nr. Fairtanks now ofllered to sell a block of land in any part
of the town alfie--oneg half acre-for one dollar, providing the purchaser
would live on the lot for 10 yeara. The pffer was liberal, tui vey
few took advantaze of the opportunity to zet a town lot for a little
ronay. Remembrr, that was before the Arcostook War, and it was a
doubted guesation whether the territory belonzed to Maine or New BEruns-
wick. Althouzh Frs Pairbanks had a heavy trade with the scattered
gettlera and lumbermen, his town zrew very alowly. PBut at the time of
the Arcostook War, when the 3tate Road was cut throuzh No 10 to Fort
Fairfleld, the surveyors stesrad for the brid=e across the pond at Fair-
baniks inatead of followlns the river. The ¥ilitarr Soad from “oulton
alao eare that wav. A Ltavern was bullt in which the traveler could et
food, lodzinz, and liquid refreashepnts, and the town bezan to zrow,.

Now Dennis Falrbanks was a business man and a scholar, and was
proapering far bayond his expectatlons, and had it not been for hls h
hasty terper and his love of women, the town of Fresque Isle would have
today bsen called Falrbanks, and he rizht have reposed 1n American soil,
under the atars and and atripes in the town which he founded, and hia
rasting place be marked by an obellisk of costly, rpolished atone., In=
3tead, he dled poor ln another country, a country he despised and hated,
while his pesting place, I am told, 15 unmarked, and almoat unknown.

Twice in his budiness career on the Freaque Iale, his temper zot
the beat of hlim, and he atruck down a fallow man with a deadly weapon,
and care near belnz a murderer each time. One o2 tham.was'Wedhidztem
Vanzhn, hila business partner at the time. ¥r. Vaughn survived after
many months of confinement and much sufferinz, but he carried the aw=-
ful sear of that assault to hls zrave. Fairbanks loved woren not wise-
ly, but too well. He not only loved one woman, btu. he loved all women
he came in contact with, '

: I promlsed Wwhen I commenced this sketeh not to zo ilnto ddtaila
with the history of the town. Ihe scandals concerning Dennis Falr=
banks and the fair sex I will lsave to some other historian, for I

ar nok able to elo-he them in words to make then presentable for these
pazes, anyway.

To escape the irom arm of the law, or perhaps lynching, he fled to
Wew Hrunswlek. Like Fenediect Arnold he had no friends there and none
in his own land. Like Arnold, he wandersed awhile, and then returned
and located where he could look upon his native land. +the hills and val-
leys of the newly forred county of Arocostook appeared to charm And fas-
cinate him, Each he could see the stars and stripes floating above
Fort Fairfield. He had predicted that the fair land would z0 to Maine
and preosper under that banner, and now he dared not set foot upon its
gpil. Truly, the way of the transzressor 13 hard., MNr. Fairbanksa
located at the Boundary Line on the old poriaze leading from Fort Fair-
field to Tobique, N. B. He bullt the first bulldinzs on that famous lo-
oation, and the Tirst Line Store bkatween Houlton and Irand Talls. Y=re
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he put up and fed travelers and secld liquors for two years. Finally
he zot into a mesas with the custom offleciala and traded his property
for a asaw mlll on the Tobigue River at Three Eroocks, where he diled

in 1860. When Kr, 7"alrbanks was at the boundary line, he secursd the
sarvices of -John B. Trafton, Esqg., a younz attorney residing at Fort
Fairfield, whom he empowered to attend to his business and sell the
gatate if possible. Nr. Trafton succeeded in sellinz the mill pro-
perty and some of the tlmber land, bubl there was no sale then for
bulldinz lotas or hardwoed land, for this was after the Aroostook War,
and the atate was anxious to 2ive land to settlers,

falirbanks zot deeds from the state for 1000 acres. 3ome 300
acred of this he dlasposed off to settlars before he lefit Fresgue +ale;
this wag hard wood land on the east side of the stream. V¥r., Trafton
s0ld some 100 acres of tlmber land on tre west slde of the stream,
and the rest lay there, for no buysrs came. This land waa called the
"Common" and for years people in the blllase used it for a cow rasture,
But when land comrmenced Lo increase in value, and new settlers care Lo
the vlillage and bezan to look around for a buildinz lot, no owner of
this land could e found. PFairbanks was dead, Trafton had turned over
the deeds and rapers to the hﬂ*ra, thay had left the country, and none
knew where they had located. *“he state could zlve no title as it had
once deeded the land, UNot even a tlan of the town could be found.
3quatters commenced to build and move onto the vacant villaze lots--
the orizinal half mile squares- and they in turn sold their cleim to . ..
others, so in 1870, there was not a wvacant lot on the orizinal plan.

3everal years azo I was in a western cliy, and one day addressad
a letter to Arocostook County, Maine, and left it lyinz on the desk while
I went to the elerk to zet a stamp. A younz man sittinz near at once
became excited, and socught an introduecflon. He then told me the following
gstory: e was a descendant of Dennls Falrbanka, and held in his posses-
gion deeds frorw the state of Malne for about two thirda of thes land of
the orlsinal villaze of Failrbanks. FHe had heard that the land waa ope-
cupied, and had consulted a lawyer and producsd his deeda. The lezal
zentleman looked up the laws of Maine, and told him that a settler who
moved onto & plece of land 4n that atate and held rpeacelful possession
for twenty years,and 1f they had lived there leas than twenty years
the owner would have to pay for all bulldinzs and irprovements before hs
could put ther off, He had an idea that land was very cheap in northern
Maine, but when I told him the value of building lots in Presque Isle
at that time, he declded to cowe east and try to sell the occupants
of the lots, desda, He care home with me but how succesaful he was I
did not learn, [or the parties interssted kept thelr own counsel, and
Mp. Fairbanks soon returned to the West,

Lat's take a look at Feter Bull's property at the mouth of the
strgax. Ten years after 1t was tullt the dam went out, and the mill
turbled over into the stream. In 1840, the clearing was all zrown up
to bushes and the nimrods from the villane uaed to zo down there to
hunt bears. In 1844, Capt. Farrott surveyed the township, and soon
after settlers cawe, and the hiatoric spot was azain cleared up. It
wa3 in Letter 3, Flantation, Ranze 2, W. B. L. 3., 3ince Mayaville,
and now part of Fresqus Isle. Do yvou see now, zentle readsr, why
Fresque Iale Villaze was not bullt on that beautiful location at the
mouth of the stream?
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Let us take a look at the Fresque lsle of today--the prettiest
villaze In northern Maine; the so called Queen of Arcostook; the home
of falr women and brainy men. it has crossed the boundaries marked for
it by Dennis Falrbanks, and spread north, south, and wsat, It reaches
down nearly to the old mill, and will soon nestle beside the placid A
Aroostook. It has crossed the strear and extends to the westward for
half a mwile on the old 3tate Road; ascuthward it has crossed the cedar
swamp of Dennis Fairbank's time, and extends alonz the Houlton Road to
the stately bulldinzs of the 3tate Normal 3chool. It has equalled, if
not excelled Fairbtank's dream,and the end ia not yet. Three tires
thias falr town has been scourszed and leveled by conflazrations, but it
has arisen from the ashes better and failrer than ever. In May, 1860,
Cire from the burning forest cauzht and leveled nearly every building
in the 1little hamlet includinz the church and the Acadsmy. Azain,

May first, 1884, the villazs becams a holocaust to the “lames and was
lelt in ashes., One dry windy morninz, June 7, 1909, a ©ire broke out
at the north end of the vlllaze and in splte o’ all the eitizens could
de, althouzh they wers assisted by the fire departments from the neigh=-
borhing villazes, the fire mowed & awath the entire lenzth of Lhe town
and left half of 1t in ahies. A3 the zale increaasd, and the glages
drove the firemen, many of the citizsns became panic stricken, and ran
and shouted, and wept, and praved. I asked a nelzhbor who was an eye
witness to the conflagration to describe 1t to me. "I can's," said he.
"T once set fire %o a biz hornet's nest, and the people acted just like
those hornets. They wanted to do somethinz but did not know what to do."
¥any smaller fires at different tires have turned asctions of thz town
and the mills,

In the sprinz of 1840, the town was orzanlzed as a plantation known
a3 Letter F. Thla was the time of the Arcvostook War, and as yet the
dispute had not been mettled, and the township was not surveyed; but
the people taxed themselves and raised money for a dchool, and cast their
votes there for the fall elesetlon, rather than zo to Houlton: but the
Lezlslature did not act upon the orzanization until the treaty of 1842,
1t was incorporatsd as a town April 4, 1859, The population in 1860
was 732, and the valluation 3§79,847. There were 161 polls, Five placea
of business were all the village could toast of, viz} shoemaker shop,
blackamith shop, varlety store for general merchandiss, saw mill, and
zrist mill. On Feb. 14, 1883, Maysvills was annexad by an aet of the
Legislature, ruch azainat the wishes of many of both towns. The census
of 1500, the last obtainable at this writinz, zave the town a population
of 3,804, 1In 1908 the valuation was $207,900 with 1120 polls. The
population today 1s estimated at about £,500.

Hotwlthstandinzg the claims of other towns, the first starch fac-
tory In the county was bullt at Fresque Isle in the summer of 1875,
later I will explain why it was bullt thers, FPresque Isle is Lhe birth-
place and home of Hon. T, H. Fhair, the Arcostook 3tarch Einz. Kr.
Fhair owns more starch mills and ma-ufactures more starch than any
other man 1n the world, making about one fourth the entire output of the
rlobe,

The Northarn Faine Fair 13 held here each fall in a fine park on
the west slde of the sirsam, owned by the assoceciation. The first exhi-
bitlon of stock and farr producta was held there in 1850, Can you
irazine the chanze alonz africultural lines that has taksn place there
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Amenz: the many industries within the limits of the town, we mizht
mention the manufacture of lonz and short lumber, starch, brick, pota-
to barrels, farm wagons, thal celebrated patent Jizzer Wwazon-=Arcoas
toock's own inventlion, flour, mill fesd, 1izht and heavy harnesses,
cizars, conlectionery, marble and zranite slabs, monuments, ete,.
larze guantitles of frelzht ineludinz hay, atarch, lurber, potatoas,
railroad ties, telerhone poles, and tan bark are oelnz conatantly shi-
ped by rall from th town to the markets o' th contlnent. The telaphons
syater 1a complete connectint the town with the rural districts, the
nzlzhboring towns , 2nd all parts of New Enzland.

lt 1a also the home of A. R. Jould, founder and president of the
Arooatook Valley Ratlrozd, the first and only electric road in the
County, and one of the best of the continent: founder of Jouldville,
a feautiful resident!al section of the town, a2nd the man who harnessed
the Aroostook Falls in New Brunswick, and turned the rower back into
the county to bturn the wheels of industry, and lizht the homes of the
citlzens, and the buziness plaees of the towns and villazes,

Frasque “"sle has as zood a school syster as any town or village
in the state. Rev. 7. VM. Fark, sometipss called the ‘Frand 01d Man of
Lroostook” lives in the town, and devotes the better rart of his time
and Influence for the betterment of schools. 4t was larzely throuzh
his influenea that the 3tate Normal 3chool was established at FPreaque
“sle. The free Carnezie Library, a very fine tullding, is not only
and ornarent, but a zrsat and lastinz benafi: to the schools and
rasidents of the Lown.

A larze percent of the citizens are Acadian FTrench. “hose nepnle
eire rom the settlerenis in *ke northern part of the county Just be-
fore the Civil “ar; tha men beecame dav laborers, and wawed wood, rads
ardens, or did any other odd job that came handy. Thevy could not
speak mueh Inilish, and had no adueatian whatsoaever, but they were
h"onest, and made o0od induatrious citizens. Thalr children went to
the nublle sehool, and a3 a ruls were art, intellizent scholars. MNany
of them today are prominent men and women and are dolnz business in the
town. A atranzer would never ristrust thaey were of french deacent, but
for the nare. When a business man writes one of them a cheek with such
3 name a3 Xavier Cyr or Baptliste Jaznon, one is liable to suspect he
13 not doinz busineas with an Irishrman,

A an azrleultupal town, Freagque Isle 1s aqual to any in the ocounty
or atate. There is very little wasate land in the township, and rany,
vary many, fine farm and homes, with elezant modern buildings, and fine,
woll=kept zrounds, while the villame 1tself, as I have intirated before,
13 laid ont in city style, and the zrentaow wart of tha business blocks
are'tullt gn the'eity plahs Whenever a“stranger first visits, this neat
trir, little town, he 1s surprised at the resularity, for it is one of
the very few towna in Maine that was laid out before it was built.

Fresaque Isle has 1ts full share of doctors, lawyers, and olaprzy-
mer, alao seeret soecietiss, churches, school houses, and an up-to=-dats
newsrpaper, The 3tar Herald. It has two banks that do a larze tbwasiness,
and a8 well-orzanized board of trade. It 13 a :arrinus of a spur of the
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C. F. Rallway, and the birthplace of the Arcostook Valley Elsetric
Road which connecta 1t with the thrivin: villaze of Washburn. It is
situated on the main llne of the Fanzor and Arcostook Rallroad between
Houlton and VYan Turen, and is the startinz place of the so-called
"Mapleton Link", which connects the two zreat lines of the B. & A.
that run northward to the 3t. John River,

Freaque Isle 1s a double town, it is s8lx miles wide, and twelve
wilas in lenzth, extendinz north and south. It 13 bounded on the north
by Caribou, east by Fort Fairfleld.and Easton, south by Westfield,
and weat by Charman Flantatlon, VMapleton, and Washburn. The Aroostoolk
Rlver makes a biz hall circle in the northern vart of the town, some
Tifteen mlles ol 1t beinz in the s8ix mile block that waas formerly Mays-
ville. It is in Ranze 2, W. E. L. 3. and 42 miles northwest of Houlton,
the 3hlre town of the county, The zreat Nalne woods, consisting now
moatly of the beautiful everzreen, spruce and fir, comes down to the =-
southwest end of the villaze and extends almost unbrokenly across the . _

state,

"EVERIRZEN FORISTI, XOW 43 07 YORE,
STAMD ON THEE BEAUTIPUL FREIQUE ISLE 3HORE."

From material gathered by Amta I Hunter for the Presque Isle Centenmal
seanned Sept 7, 2007



